THE INSTRUCSLUR.

was more ad
and accomplished wife.— They had married
in early life, with the sanction of relations and
friends, and under the conviction that cach was
obtaining a treasure above all price.  They
loved devotedy and with enthusiasm, and their
bridal day was a dy of purc and unadulterated
happiness to themselves, and of pleasure to
those who were present to offer their congratu-
lations on the joyous event. ‘T'he happy pair
were the delight of a lurge circle of acquaint-
ances. In berown parlour, or in the drawing.
rooms of her friends, the lady was ever the
admiration of those who crowded around her,
to listen to the rich melody of her voice, or to
enjoy the flashes of wit and intelligence which
characterised her conversation.

Without the egotism and vanity which some-
times distinguish those to whom society pays
adulation, and too prudent and careful in her
conduct to excite any feeling of jealousy in the
breast of her confiding husbani, Mrs. L—="s
deportment was in all respects becoming a
woman of mind, taste and polished education.
Her chosen companion noticed her career with
no feelings of distrust, but with pride and
satistaction. He was happy in the enjoyment
of her undivided love and affection, and happy
in witnessing the evidences of esteem which
her worth and accomplishments elicited. Peace
and prosperity smiled on his domestic circle.
and his offspring grew up in loveliness to add
new pleasure to his career.

The yrungest of his children was a daughter,
named Letitia, after her mother, whom, in
many respects, she promised to resemble. She
had the same laughing blue eyes, the same
innocent and pure expression of countenance,
and the same general outline of feature. At
un carly age her sprightliness, acute observa-
tion, and aptitude in acquiring information,
furnished sure evidences of iutelligence ; and
extraordinary pains were taken to rear her in
such a manner as to develope, advantageously,
her natural powers. The care of her education
devolved principally upon her mother, and the
task was assumed with a full consciousness of
its responsibility.
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With the virtuous mother, whose mind is
unshackled by tbe absurdities of extreme fae
shionable life, there are no duties so weighty,
and at tl» same time so pleasing, as those
connected with the education of an enly daugh.
ter.  The weight of responsibiiit~ involves rag
only the formation of an amiabi> disposition
and correct princivics, but in a gieat measure
the degree of happiness which the child may
subscquently enjoy. Errors of cducitivnare
the fruitful source of misery, and to guard
against these is a task which requires judgment
and unremitting diligence. But for this la-

, bour does not the mother receive her reward ?

Who may tell the gladness of her heart, when
the infant cherub first articulates her name ?
Who can describe the delightful emotions elicite
ed by the ezrly developement of her genius,
the expansion of the intellect when it first re-
ceives, and treasures with eagerness, the seeds
of kuowledge ¥ These are joys known only to
mothers, and they are joys which fill the soul
with rapture.

Letitia was eight years old, when a pere
son of genteel address and fashionable appear-
ance, named Duval, was introduced to her
mother by her father, with whom he had been
intimate when a youth, and between whom a
strong friendship had existed from that period.
Duval had recently returned from Europe,
where he had resided a number of years. He
was charmed with the family. and soon became
a constant visitor, Having the entire con-
fidence of his old friend and companion, all
formality in reference to iutercourse was laid
aside, and he was heartily welcomed at all hours
and under all circumstances. He formed one
in all parties of pleasure, and in the absence of
his friend, accompanied his laay on her visits
of amusement and pleasure, a privilege which
he sedulously improved whenever opportunity
offered.

Duval, notwithstanding his personal attrac-
tion and high character asa ¢ gentleman,’ be-
longed to a class of meny which has existed more
or less in all ages, to disgrace humanity. He
professed to bea philosopher, but wasin reality
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