
THE FAMIL'Y CERCLE._

Hâow to Deal ýWhth Rate.
A writer in T'he Scientifc American eaye . II Ve cleanci

u prumies of these dutestable vermin y .znaking Wl4it
%ýatih y,,lluw with Iopptrs,. and -covering thse stones ani
saftera in tise ceilar witb it. In every -rcvi-.e ýn whicha ra
rnay go wu. put tbe crystals of the tuppuras and. ecattered i
;u the -orneurs of the fouur. Tise reâuît waü a perfect stampodq
of rats and mite. Sinte that timu not a fuotfall of cither rat
or mice bas been beard around the bouse. Every espringi
toat uf the yellow wa6h Me given thse cllar as a purifier anc
ws a rat uxttrininattr, and nu tvpbuid, dysentery, or fevei
attac-kb tise faniil>. Marsy perbons deliberattly attratt4ahl tLi
rats in tise netighhorhuud by luaving fruits and vegetablei
uw~, ered iii the ,cellar, and somctimus e',en the soap le lefi
uptn fur thetir regalemnrt. Cuv~er up everything eatable ir
the tullar anid pantry, and you will soon star',u tIsera out
Thebe irecautios, joined te tIse eervis.e of a good tat, will
proi e as good a rat etetrminator as tise shemiit tan provide
We nieyer alluw rate te bc poisonýd la our dwelling, they arE
su apt te die htetee tIse wallii and pi,-dns.e mulis aXifl3 fLt-e.

Tu EXs'EL RATs.-I bave used the following plan wltb
insbtant assd tàrsfiiliLg bus.cOSs, pluture cuppprab and eprink' e
wvierever thoy are likely to inn, in and about their isoles.
Mako it ver fine, so as to, enter the pores of their feet and
my word for it yonu will be -8afely delivered" of rats in forty.
ciglit isurB. They always migrate to the ntarebt neighb3,or'.
premise.-N. Y. Independeni.

The Sand Bst.
sâys, the Journal of' Science: Among thse wondorful and

useful inventions bf the timos le the cora'mon blast. Suppose
you dèsire a piece of'ip mable for agravestone; yen çover tbo
stone ivitb a sheet of wàx no thièker than a wafer; then you
cut in the wax tise naine, date, etc., leaving thse maîblo ex-
.posed. Noyi pass it under thse blast, and thse sand shall cut
it dnvay. RIemovýe tie ýv4x aÙd yon bave thse cnt leftoî.
Tais 'e a pioce of Frenchi plate glass, say t*o hy six foot, cover
it -witb fine lace and pass it under the hlast, and not a thîead
of the lace wi]l ho injuxed, but thse sand will cnt deep into thse
glasp. wherever it le not covered È4 tfa lace. 'Tow remove
thse lace, and you ha-ve a delicate and beautfful figure railéed
ou thoe glass. In tbis way beautiful fignÏres ôf all kinuis âre

cnt1uglass au at a small expenso. The 'voik -in caxi hdld
theiX baud under the bl1ast without barm, èvêrn .Sbè*n it le
rapidly cutting away The bardost cutting-glass, iron, or etono
but tbey muet look out for finger-nails, or tbey 'wiil bo
whittled off right bastily. If they put on steel thimbles to
to protect tbe nails, it will do but little good, for the saud
will soon wlsittle tbom away; but if tbey wrap a pioce of
.soft Cotton around thein, they are safe. Yen will at once sec
tho pbiloeopby of it. The sand whittles away and destroys
..ny bard substance-even glass-but doue nut eflett sub-
:itances that are soft and yielding, like wax, çotton, fine lace,
or evon thse huinan baud.

.Tans 4.,SELP uEsTizi.-The C0nbumer of canitelope bas
observed that only about une melon in five is of first-rate
quality. Tbat one will have a bigb, rlch, nsusky flavor most
delicioue to the palate. Thse othore will vary in fiavor. One
will taste lhie raw puuaapkin, anothur like unboiled sweet
potato, and anothur, purbape, like a hitkory cblp. Wlsat we
want to, know is if it ie not possible for some caroful and in-
gonione borticulturiet, to producu entire cropa of mulons
which bave the tempting fiavor ? 16 tbqre no motbod of
,oeF0rpating thse Eaelon wits tise faste, of chips and tise melon
thsat is alcix te pun ikin, and nsaking thse good melon uni-
vor sal? PBld2haJulilin.

Ar' ancient aud rearcbl l& s bge recentîy set
up1 ýn. tie rcading-room of tbe rnmxpllbrary of 'Roisen.

,iie win&»ig keeps it run* isg,Ç -às qi nd,sume.o.d4daysý. W~was corstyu .cted la 1782 'lýe erweal-
tcratiüon 'iii ý washbosght ÏyRounfo lid frnc **1 in
,M8, bas reLent)y heurs repaired ard Just going.

Silver that he not in use may hc hsept'fron i *ab'lËhng
by biirying it in a box or barrel ofocat.zneal.

Although the existence of the naphtba spritigs ln thu
-nulghbihuod ui Baku, Ru6sia, lias been known fo?cunturies3, it

18l unlý4~itliin the lest tun3 carsi that meusures have tuen takeie
t for realizing their production, by tising it for Ulgbtning pui-
t poses. Frora one of tho cbief wells the liquld shoots up asý

2froni a fnatain, and hati furrned a lakie fuur miles long atid
Bone and a quarter id.Its depth le, however, orsly'two feut

1 so that in very hot summers it le nearly dried up.
1 This enormou8 surfac uf Inflammable liqafd recently be-
came ignitud, aiud prtsented au imposing spectacle, the thitk
black (;loud8 of smouku being ligbted up by the lurid glare uf
thou lentral column of flame, whlLh rose tu a gieat b.-izht. The
smnoku anLd heat wure bu-.h as ti render a nearcr aÈproaf-h thari

Lune thouuand 3ards. distante impras.ticable. Suitable muanti
for extiugui6hioig the fire were flot at band, and it was feared
that the conflagratiun Nvould epread underground in su-Ah
mantner as tu -.ause an ex~plosion. This supposition led many
inhabitants of the immediate vieinity tu remove to a safur
distance. Thse quantiLy of iiapistia on fire was estimated ut
four and a half 'million cubic feet. The trees and buildings
within threu miles distant.e were covered witb thick soot, and
thib unplea.ant deposit appeared on persufis' clothes, and
even on the food in the adjacent bouses.

.Not unly wa8 the naplitha itself burning, but the earth
which was saturated with it was also on flic, and ten largo
establishments, fuunded at grw.t expenste for tbe develop-
ment of tbe trade in tbe article, ivere detroyed. The fire
ceased of itself unexpectedly, and thus the leurs of a total
destruction of tbe local naphtba industrcy bave been allayed.

A CHINESE STATuE.-A statue of tbe Marco Polo, discovered
in Canton, bas been receivedat bis native City, Venice. It is
life sire, made of wood and gilt. According to a foreigu
contemporary, the famons Venetian traveller is represented
seated, wearlng tbe Chinese attire, althougb the cloak and
bat are after tbe European fashion. Ris moustache and
beard, wbicb surround bis face, are tlnged dark.blue, and wbile
the Chinese artist bas given him, a peculiar form the features
in no way resemble those of a Mongolien type. Opposite the
large, red, easy aira-chair upon wbieh Marco Polo le seated Le
placed a porcelain bowl, intended te receive perfumes, with
wbich be was honored in the sane manner as ib the proteting
geniu8 of China in the temple of Canton. The statute bas at
the foot an inscription in Cl4inese characters.

Bombaxdment of the Bartb;
"It's lucky for us tbat the eartb bas such a good homh-

proof on the skyward sido," said tho astronomer, as ho stood
on the roof, watcbing tbe moteors.

"WhyV" asked the reporter, throuýh the scuttle-holo.
"You'd bave seen if you had been up bore with me for

the last bour. Why, the carth bas been undcrgoing a regular
bombardment. It's not over yot. Look at that fellow, bow
ho skime. You would call it a shooting-star. Well, there's
as mucb reason for calling it a celestial shell. That metooroid
was moving twcnty or thirty miles a second; yet it could
not got tbrough the bomb-proof that protects the oartb."1

-Whero's the bomb-proofV"
"9Wby, rigbt under your nose; it's tho atmosphere.

Wben tbe meteoroids striko the air, the heut produced by their
tremendous velocity.rnns.up a million dogrèes a second, and
in a twiukle tboy are changed to vapor. If tbey could gut
througb tbe atmospbere, no man could tell at what instant
ho might ho ritruck down by a shot from the sky, for xneteor-
oids arb plunging into thse atinosphere millions a day f'or thse
wholo oarth. Thse ec'ft ir is temost0f thoraas impeotrable
"ase a wall of steel. ýSome are able te, ponetrate to the eartb,
but thoy are few. When a meteoroid strikos thse oartb, it is
called an nerolite. Noi good museum, of mineralogy is witb-
out one or moire spocimons."1

Prentice Miillord declares that two 'bours' work, 'about a
>to steve je more ex]4austing tLan four hours' work out of
joos8,,d n1rls1wxnh lypewon.Ei9,p dp monu, work

r, tb~~.?bpkoff 'tüh n t 4i «~ç ~ f, 'o f
'w'bËofetliie ~~ltsare spent in thle kichen. Tieis
more trutis than poetry in this.
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