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A STUDY IN LEADERSHIP.
T» //ze Fditor of THE LAMP.-

DEAR SIR,-Recently 1 had occasion
to recount to my mother certain painful
experiences, which had rendered it
necc-ssary for me (and others) to sever
our connection-with the organization to
ivhich we had hitherto devoted rnost of'
Our "'time, molley, and work." IMy
mother, who neyer shared my enthu-
siasrn, made two very significant re-
marks upon %%,at I told her. The first
was, that the methods were those of
the Inquisition; the second, that my
experiences, especially in regard to the
rnethods pursued, bore a close resc-
blance to those of Laurence Oliphant
under 'Thomas Lake Harris.

Now, although I knew that H. P.
Blavatsky had taken special pains to
warn her pupils against Lake Harris,
and especially /iis p2aî eachings *n
regard to sex, I had neyer read about
Mr. Oliphant's experiences. M'vy mother
at once gave me the book and I found,
that the general resemblance was in-
deed astonishing; sa much so that I
feel the main points should, be brought
to the attention of those who, like mly-
self, have run the idea of leadership to
death, and have given our absolute
trust and allegiance without pause or
question. Like Laurence Oliphant w'e
had to suffer keenly in many ways be-
fore fanaticism gave wvay to reason and
conscience. X\e had forgotten the
warnings of our teacher, H.P.B., the
horrors of the Inquisition, the object
lesson of the Oliphants at our very
doors. We had rushed headlong into
the very same evil. Shail we ever profit
by the experiences of our fellow creatures
wvho are part of us ? Surely soin.e will
if we do what we can to brino' those
experiences clearly before their eyes.

It is in this spirit that I now Write to
you and set down in the briefest possible
form the points which struck me in
perusing Mrs. Margaret Oliphant's very
able and impartial account of the life
of her kinsman.*

He is described as of noble Scotch
lineage, exceptional literary ability, and
blessed with unusual opportunities.

*Paissages betwveen quotation marks are ex-
tracts frpmn the book: The Lift of Laurenace
Oliphant, London: IV. fllacktenoci & Sons.

It is not often that such a man is
cau ght by a charlatan, "a mere vulgar
irtapost.or,> as the book describes him;
but in this instance the delusion wvas
inimediate and complete. Forsaking
his brilliant literary and parliamlentary
prospects, this extraordinary man, who,
niight have become a valuable servant
of his nation wvent out to Harris' first
littie communlity at Brocton, Chautau-
qua. There he slept in a loft, and
worked sixteen hours a day at the
roughest farmn labour. "He w~as quite
unaccustomed to inanual work, and it
ivearied him, body and soul, but it was
thus only, as he feit, 'thait the devil
could be threshed out of him."' his
mother, Lady Oliphiant, joined him the
next year and Ilentered upon lier oiwn
very 'bitter proboation before he bad
accomplshed his.> This consisted
partly in the coarse work which she-
a very delicate womnan-had to do, and
partly in being cut off from aIl inter-
course witli her son, carried to the
point of his going to Europe as war
correspondent Ilwithout even a look of
farewehl . . . It was bitter, the highest
refinenient of cruelty. . . . Thus the
prophet put bis hand upon the very
sources of his life, and controlled them.
He must at least have been a nian of
extraordinary skill and insight, as well
as of remorseless purpose and determi-
nation."»

Returning to Brocton on a hasty visit,
he again went to Europe and there be-
camne engaged to a beautiful and gifted
girl, a Miss le Strange. His mother
had meanwvbile gone through, ber Ilpro-
bation," and was allowed to join her
son. The part of the book, in which
his teachings and methods are explained
by. Laurence to his fiancée, is full of
point and interest. .Harris at firs.t
opposed the marniage, cunningly
enough, but later he gave bis permission,'
for Miss le Strange had considerable
property, and in spite of the opposition
of had-headed relatives wbo saw the
danger, it 'vent into the Brocton com-
munity, where, according to the rules,
it was controlled and administered by
the Head. The three were at once
sumnioned, thither, and having got
tbem there, the autocrat proceeded to


