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From that period I have always thought we had two species of otter.
1 vas informed at the same time that the .Pinailewaw7ceelt, did
ilot consort 'with the Neekeek but that the two, wôre at enniity
with aach other, and fouglit when they met. It can scarcely be
ixnagined that this very unamiable disposition, -and the destructive
'habit of destroying the beaver, with the fatigue necessarily atten-
dant upon sucli a pursuit, could be possessel by a mere variety
of the Neekeek or common otter, 'while the saine inclinations
were not aseribed to every individual of the species. Neither ean
it be supposed tbat thme young and smaller individuals of a species
would follow an ocupa13on requiring apparently agreater amount of
intelligence and sil, if not of strength, while the oider and
stronger mnembers of the same family left it off, or generally
declined it. This would be contrary to nature) as displayed ln
the order of carnivorous animais. It may be aiso, observed that
had the two animais been the same, the reinark could -nover be
made by Indians that they wero obnoxious to caci othor, and did
notcommingle or assotiate together.

J7udging from the skul of the L. destructor, its greater compara-
tive fuiness or roundness of outline, indicating a greater amount of
brain antexiorly, and a dovdlopment of Jdgher instiucts,-any oee
ruight infer it to be a creature endowed with more sagacity than
thecommen otter; and we find accordingly that, besides the usuat
'fishing occupations, it resorts to «war -upon the industrious and
iJmrmless beaver, and brings into the field a degre of design,
contrivance, and perseverance, mnot belonging apparontly to cither
the Lutra Canadens-s, or .any othor of the genus. Not to -ha
'tedious) 1 shall ouiy add, that the information of the Albany and
Wéenusk Conijuror bas 'been confirxued by many hunters on the
i3hore of Lake Superior, irbo never saw-the Albany river, and Who
nover moved to any groat distance from. the great laie; and àlso,
Irycommunications from a gentleman, who bail similar statemonts
~from Indians on the shores of Eludson's Bay.

.A.gassiz says in,.his vory useftil work on clasaaification Ilthat
,&I>Species -iu a natural genus should not present any struc~tural
a.differences, but only such as prosent thme mest special relb:ions

dof their representatives to the surrounding world, 'and to eacli
"other. Gonora, iu one word, are natural groups of a peculiar

,"lrind, and their specia distinction rests upon theulmtimate details
"of thoir structure." I bolieve there iiiexhibitedin the sknlio fthe»
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