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you. But, comingr from the Ulliteil States, wliere you believe or
at least are wvont to say we are in advance, of you in natural
science, it w'ould be a great gratification to me, if, by appearing-
here on this occasion, 1 could give any enicouragrement to a
socicty like titis, liaving for its object the advancement of natural
science-a studv bo whiell 1 have devoted 30 years of xnly life,
with scarcely a, thoughlt of ai.-ytliingc else. It is ahvays very
gratifving te nie to meet an asscmibly of persons who are engagcd
in advaincing, or who are doing anvthing to advance the cause
of natural science. With us in the United States any organi-
zation of societies for the advanceniexit of' natiiral, science reaches
but a littie wiIy into the last century. A fewv years prier te the
commencement eof the present century, a few gentlemen, meeting
in Philadelphia in the back office of a dlruggist7s store, org,,anized
the Pliladeiphia Acaderny of nattural science, whicht is now a
niest fleur ishingr institution, posgessiug the Iargest natnral history
collection of auy soci ety iu the cUni ted States. I believe about the
saine period the society ivliich now beari the nanie of the Albany
Institute was oi-ganîzed. At Albany we have three socicties,
having obljects different but yet closely related the one to the
otber. We have eue orgrauized for the advancement eof natural
history, nuother for ag<,ricultuire, anether for arts and manufacture,,
and w'heu w'e look te our records, we find that ail kept equai.
pace iu imprevement. 'fhere the cast-iren plouglishare was
invented, aud imrbliovermeuts iii that art on which w~e ail depend
for our subsisteuce went haud in liand with discoveries la natural
science. The orgauization of our -igricultural societies dlates
froin almost the same period as the erganizatien of our natural
history societies, ar.d the improvement of agricultural. engines bas
kept pace with the pregress of science. In other cities tee of
the United States, we have socicties formned for the advancement
of natural science in ail its deparîments. 'ý our seciety hiad a
more recent origin, and you can give 'Dgeed account of the y-ears
of its existence by 'what it bas already done. Your collections
are already very important, and I arn enabled to sayv se froru a
-close persenal examinatien, this not being the first occtaion that

b ave seen theni. You have already brought together very
valuable materials to ferm the nucleus of that more extensive
collection whieli Nvould fully represeutthe natural history of entire
Canada. And, as 1 bave observed frem the remnarks eof you.r
president, you are fully alive to thte advantages ln this respect of
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