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niath, when i is required to be bagged for market, or | necossary to develop whatever natura) abilities they may Too XMuch Soed to the Aore,
wanded for foecting purposes. possess , 5o their sons frequently leave home and c:?lml —_—

er

I can say s good word for broad wheels, as we used
them on owr farm in England. To tho best of my recol-
lection the tiros were five or six inohes wide, and the iron
was put on, not in bent rims, butin streaks natled on with
large square-headed naile  This was also a saving when.
ever wo had to travel on the turnpike road, as tho toll was
muoh less on broad than on narrow wheels. In oasting
ont mannre on ploughod Iand, for instance, for potatoes,
the whaels would not sink so deop astho horses cid, Such
whedds might not last ao long, as driving so many large
nails tends to weaken the folloen A four inch tirs would
bs wide enough for this country, and if the hubs, fclloca
21d spokes of the wheels wore boiled in oil befors they
wors put together, the wood would never shrink ; so that
the tires would last wathout resetting until #hey were worn
sub. This wouM cause an additional expenss of two
dollays for the four wheels of a waggon, but then the
axpenss of resstting would be saved, besides avciding the
risk of the tire coming off on the road, and a probable break-
dewn. But it 1s diflicult to persuade the generality of
faymers that a little judicions expenditure at the beginning
13 the best economy in the end. A waggonmaker in my
naighborhood tells mo he could make better and atronger
work than he does, but farmers will not pay the increaced
sxpensd.

I have tried parsmpe scveral timces, and find them a
rarer crop than turnips, and better feed for cows, especi:
ally in the spring, as they may be left in the ground all
the wintoer if necessary, and taken up in the spring im.
proved in quality. Pigs are very fond of them, and if
allowed access in the spring to tho ground where they
have beca allowed to remain for the winter. they will
esgerly voot it up as deep as the ronts of the parsnips may
have penotrated. 1f tho weather is fav-rable, I prefer to
aow the aced in the fall; they will bo up and in the
rough leaf by the time seed can be sown in the spring,
2nd s0 would have tho start of the weeds. Tho difficulty
hore is to get the ground in proper order in the fall, on
socount of the frequent rains at that scason of the year
T once prepared a piece of ground for carrots in the fall,
and, after the manure was ploughed in, and the ground in
good order, the next day down camo the rain and con.
tinued 80 frequently that the ground was never dry enough
to work with tho sced drill that season

The FARMER for January last year, page 7, contains an
article on parenip raising in the Channel Islands. T have
been told by a native of Guernsey that they have plonghe
there constructed on purpose for ploughing twenty inches
doep, and as the farms there are gencrally small, the
farmers assist each other with their teams n such plough
ing. Wo can scarcely cxpect to get such heavy crops of
parsnips hero, with our dry, hot summers, ay are raised in
tha Channel Islands. Stil), wherever tho soil is smtable,
thoy are well worth rasing, i enly for the purposo o
feoding the cows in the spring

Perhaps *‘ Subscriber ” would have less tiouble with
his butter if ho had a churn with a double bottom, so
that either hot or ¢0ld water mught be used to regulate
the temperature of the cream, without minmg the water
with tho milk,

If a young farmer is such a fool as to marry a lady
instead of looking out for a farmer's daughter, who from
being brought up on a farm, knows how to manage ¢
farmer’s house, nothing better than running into debt, and
Baving to mortgage, and then lose his farm, is to be
sxpected, and serves him right; I say he has no ono to
blame but himself  As for Scotch farmers, howover poor
they may be when thoy, with their wives, enugrate to
Canada, they aro pretty suro to succeed, because ther
wives know how to savoe what their husbands carn—
which they would hardly do if they were *‘ladies.”
QOccasionally a Jady, if brought up in the old country,
may do well when she, with her husband, emigrates to
Canada 3 bat this 15 the exception, not the rulo, and,
all countricsand overy station 1n hife, somesenmblo women
are to bs found, and happy 18 the man who may have the
Juck fo sccure a sensiblo woman asa partner for fe. Tl
however requires a degreo of judgment on the part ui o
nsn which is about as rare asgood senso in a woman. But
unfortanately, too many of our Canadian farmers caremore
for amassing snd hoarding their wealth, than for improv-
ing their bomes and giving their sons tholiberal education

into tho cities, secking employment for which, b
previous oducation and trammng, they are not at all fitted,
20, if the son at last comes home anid settles down on an
encumbered farm with a fine lady-wife, failure is the in.
evitable result. But I mnst resorve some remarks on the
education of farmers’ boys and girls for another letter, as 1
am unwilling to encroach 80 much on your space at onc
teme, SARAWAK.
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Gorman Millet.

German Millet, sometimes called Bengal Grass (Setaria
Italica), for 2n Mustration of which we are indebted to
Mr. J. A. Simmers, Toronto, belongs to the Setarian genns
of annuals, imported from Europe, of which Hungarian
grass 18 hkewleo a vanety. It has a compound spike,
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six to mmo nches long, with small yellowish green or
purphish spikelets one sixteenth of an inch in length;
hnistles two or threo in a cluster.  The flower is perfoct,
the stalk two to four feet long, and the leaves, resembhing
m any respects thoso of young corn, measure from mx to
eighteen inches.  Specimens of the grass, entire, have
been known to reach the prodigious height of nine feot.
In Missours, Kentucky, and several other States of the
Anierian Union, it fa quite oxtensively raised, and. by
its advocates, bighly commended for eattls, horses, sheap,
hogs, and even poultry. Its remarkable quality of remst
wg Nr overeoming drought. renders it, generally apeaking,
a protty sure crop  German Aillet §s partial to a drv.
Lght or medium soil, but does not succeed so wall on heavy,
moist Iand. It may bo sown from the 15th May to the
st July, at tho rate of about half a bushel per acre, if the
intention is to save seed ; or three pecks per acre for hay.

Eormor Cavapa Farsen: The above heading may
scem somewhat strange, yet 1 doubt not that ' teo much
sceding’ 18 fraught with far greater imjury to the produc-
tivencss of Canadian farms, than most peoplo are aware of.
A great many (shall I say a majonty ? ) of farmors scem to
act on the principle, not exactly that the more secd the
farger crop, but that, if they only sow considerably more
than a sufficiency, someat least of the superabu 1dance will
be sure to overcome tho contmgencies of unfavorable
weather, &e., and yield them a fawr averago crop. 1he
1dea 16 erroncous.  If wo stock a ficld with twico as many
cattlo as its vegetation 1s capablo of eustammng, what s
the result? Why, of course speedy poverty, which will
soon end 1n starvation, unless the amimals are romoved to
a better pasturage. Why s0 ? Becausa they must all be
fed, and there 1s not suficient on tho field to feed them.
Now the analogy between this atato of affairs and an over-
seeded fleld 1s complete. Plants, to avrive at perfect
maturity, must have an adequate supply of ther
proper food, just the samo as ammals  In both cases life
and growth have to be sustained.  What thon is tho differ-
ence hotween overstocking a ficld with cattle that its
herbagoe cannot support, and overwhelming the same field
with a number of plants qwite disproportionate to the
capacity of 1ts soil and the moisture 1t is capablo of deriv-
ing from the atmosphere? None whatever. The results
must prove alike cither way—cither stunted growth or
utter starvation. In tho case of thick sowing, how many
of thoplants, even after they do strmggloabove the surface,
produce nothing, or next to nuthing® Not only so, but
they serve as a persistent impediment to tho perfect
maturity of stronger plants around them, whose heads
grow to littlo more than half the length they would attain
with plenty of room and neuvishirent  “The geain too, in
the best heads, is not so full and plump as it ought to be,
and for the very natural reason that the stunted growth,
m other words deformity, of the plant spreads itself
through all its parts. 1 believe that the soil of Canada
would produce a very much larger quantity and better
quality of both grain and straw, if its cultivators
would sow about onc-half the quantity of seed per acre
that they commonly do, and I would strongly urge the
readers of the CANADA FARMER to try the experiment on
at least a portion of their ficlle  Let them sow, say one
bushel of oats, one bushel of barley, or one and a fourth
bushels peas to the acro—about half the quantities usualiy
allotted—and, no matter how thin the plants may appear
for a time, ¥ will guarantee that the returns will be more
favorable in every way than if double the amounts of seed
had been sown.

North Dumiries, Out. CANADIAN.
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Culture of Mangel Wurzel.

The cultivation of root-crops is pretty generally under-
stood by a large number of farmers, and yet o3 there is
another Iarge number who know little of their cultivation
or their worth, I wish to make a fow remarks on mangol
wurzels. This truly excellent forage plant ought to be
cultivated to a greater extent ; and as a store for wintor-
use 1t should be extensmvely adopted by tho cottager whois
the fortunate holder of an allotment and posscsses a cow
or a few pigs. It ix onc of thomost profitable crops ho can
raise, yielding more bulk with real fattening qualities than
perhaps any root we have. The beginning of May is
perhaps the best time to sow the sced, for if sown earlior
on hght s01], 1t 18 hable to run to sced instead of formng
, latgo roots, and on heavy soil it is generally impossible to
{ get the sced m properly till dned in the sun  Whoever
+itempts to grow mangel wurzel i the most profitablo
manner, or so as to obtan the greatest weight per acre,
must previonsly get the ground in thoroughly good order
and allow the plants plenty of room. Itis an acknowledged

tact that the majonity of crops of this and similar roots are
spoiled for want of thinming.  On good land each plant
will fully eccupy & square yard, and when left closer than
that, 2 decided loss upun the gross weight is incurrcd
There 18 plenty of proof that the roots may be grown to a
much larger sizo than 13 usually done. "I have read of
somo to weigh nearly three hundred pounds on soveral
oceasions, and that 1t 1s coterely degendent on the space
allowed, Mangel wurzel may also bo grown as = n
crop to be caten fresh in the autumn months, whenin dry
seasons grass is scanty, andis of much assistanco especially

to dairymen. Employed in this way tho plants may be



