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we never find reatized in the actual routine of fann
practice. That serious and dignified journal the
Mark Lane Express waxes rather facetious over the
matter, adverting to it editorially as follows :—¢ A
acientific old gentleman of somewhat primitive haluts
once declared that with a little more soil, otherwise
dirt, he counld grow turnips on the top of his head ;
while Mr. Shirley Hibberd, in a really interesting
paper which he read at the Socicty of Axts, sulves
one of the difficultics of the day by growing potatocs
on the top of his tile.”

There can be no doubt that the paper of Mr.
Hibberd, and the discussions to which it has already
given and will continue to give rise, will induce
more expenmenting and have their cffect in leading
to more ir slhgent methods of potato cultivation.
Besides its interest and value asa picceof agricultural
intelligence, Mr. Ilibberd’s paper conveys a very
important lesson and suggestion to Canadian farmers
The lesson 18 on the importance of « ainage. If we
donot plant our ~atatoes ondrawn t:les, most certainly
we ought to lay courses of tile drains under our
potatoes.  No crop needs well-drained land more
than this one, for stagl. it water and redundant
moisture are fatal to its health and productiveness
The suggestion 13, whether the best method of potato-
planting would not be to depesit the sets night on the
level surface of the land, and instead of strikinga
furrow to bury them in, run the plough on cach side
of the row of seed, lightly covering 1t wath earth at
first, and repeating the process in the after culti-
vation of the crop. Our chmate must be far better
than that of England for potate cultivation, if Mr.
Hibberd 3 views are sound and correct respecting the
condittons required by thus plant, in order to healthful
aud fruitful growth. The average of summer heat is
considerably higher than that of London ; we havea
less vaindall , and, on the whole, the tendency here
13 rather to the extreme of heat and dryness than in
the opposite direction. Carcful culture on fertile
and properly-deaimed land will undoubtedly secure,
withvut ful, one year with another, a remuncrative
crup of potatoes in this country,
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Tirst Priz2 Farms in Australis

The Victoria Dapartment of Agriculture have offered
prizes for the best farms of a certain size and acreage.
The following is the report upon the competition :

The farm of Mr. A. Anderson, known as the Green
hill farm, 18 situated on the slope of one of the fam-
ous Bullarook hulls bearing that name, and contans
590 acres, principally of chuculate soil,  The situation
of the homestead, as far as scenery is concerned, 1s
unrivalled in the district, as it not only commands a
fine view of all the surrounding country, including
Kangaroo-hills, Kooroochean,  Moorookyle, and,
nearer home, Birch’s Serub, Fuiust and Spring Halle,
but has two beautiful sheets of water within a’ short
distance, namely, Hepburn's Lagoon, within & mile,
and the reservoir of the Clunes waterworks, the
waters of which are only separated from the boundary
fence by tho main road to Rocky Leak  Theland 13
principally laid down in grasy, it Lieing the propric-
tor's intention to grow wool in future stead of so
much cereal crops. ~ There are 170 acres of cultivation,
including wheat, oats, barley, and potatocs ; of the
latter there are about twenty acres. The farm 1s sub.
divided into 3 number of paddocks, the whole of
which 18 surrounded by a substantial, close three rail
fence perfectly sheep-proof. - There is no less than
soven miles of good fencing off the 5)0-acre block,
three miles and a-half of witich have been sown this
scason with kangaroo acacia  On the north-western
side iz 3 paddock, contamin~ sixty acres, laid down
in ryc-grass last summer , the quantity of seed sown
was one bushel of rye-grass and four pounds of ved
clover to the acre. “Ihe crop 13 a good one, but the
clover has net quite destrayed the sorrel, being only
its first year, the paddocks which have been sown
few years being tolerably frec from this weed. This
paddeck has beea nine yearaunder cultsvation, and two
yearsin fallow ; tho hay crop off 1t last season yiclded
two topsto the acre. Adjosming thisisa 72-acro
gaddock in grasy, sown with acrop last year. Four

1rndred sheep of the Cotswold breed obtam the prin-
cipal sustenance from these two enclosures, and they

s

evidently throve well, for they aro rolling fat.
South of the homestead 13 o paddock containiug 63
acres of wheat, purple straw; the crop is a ver

heavy one. 'This land has also been nne years cul-
tivated, and fallowed one year, Wo next came toa
f7-acre ficld of clovgr and grass, forming a rich pas-
ture, snch a one as'cattle like to luxuriate in. ‘I'his
Hand, which has been cropped in every respect simi-
jlar to the other grass land, eahibited the advantage of
4 poopar system of draiming,  There are in this and
the other paddocks between 1,100 and 1,200 chans
of dramns, ranging from two fect six mnches to threc
feet in depth, which areall partly filled up with
stones and carthed over.  Tho next field contained 45
acres of grass and _clover, laid down two ycars ago,
after five crops had bren takenoff 1t.  Between 300
and 400 well-bred long-wool sheep are grazing mn
these paddocks.  The adjoining division containg 35
acres of grass, laul down thredyears ago.  The crop
18 a hight one, as the land 13 poor sml § four crops ha

previously been taken off it.” The next is forty acres
of bush land, heavily timbered, and well grassed and
watered.  In this paddock were quictly browsing
three or four camtal Clydesdale draught horses of
the nght stamnp, the tdentical ones winch wereaward-
ed first prize for a team of four waggon-horses at the
recent Agricultural Show at Smeaton  Wenext came
across a ?orzy-acrc paddock of grass, sown last year
after ten crops and twice fallowed.  Thirty-five bush.
cls of wheat to the acre were taken off tlus land last
year, and from an adjoining paddock of thirty acres
thirty-eight bushels of wheat were thrashed to the
acre the samo scason, Tlus brought us to a small
clover paddock which surrounds the homostead, whiel
cousists of a large and substantial comfortable wooden
<welhing house with kitchen attached, a small garden
1n front contanung frnt trees and flowers, and a large
oneat the raar devoted to an orchard.  The kitchen
s supphied wath water from a large brick tank cement.-
ed, capable of holding 5,000 gallons of water, rased
by means of o force-pump  The barn, which is built
of blue stone, 13 capable of storing 12, bushels of
graw, and 18 so admurably adapted for the saving of
“ihor, that a waggon can be drawn up at the rearand
chen be on alevel wath the first floor, a staging wluch
runs out from the building enables the gags to bic
trucked m off thewaggon, after which it is emptied
out of the bags through the opemngs in the tloor,
one of whicli 13 over cach bin. The front of the
bam has the same advantage, as b:l{;s can be wheeled
out from the bin to the waggon  The ather improve
ments consist of a stable for eight horses, chaff-
house, fitted with chaff-cutter, by Buncle, with
honse-works ; hay shed alongsule, capable of holding
twenty tons of hay, cow-shed and stock-yard, men’s
buts (three), waggon-shed, wool-shed, and drafting.
yards for sheep, &e. Everything about the home-
stead betokens order and regulanty ; theroisa icc
for cverything, and cverything 1s in sts place. Inde.
pendent of the ous ruuning streams and rivulets
on the farm, there are two wells, besides the tank,
for conveniencemn watering stock ; the wateris raised
in cach by force-pumps.”  Although thereis httle
danger of getting bogged with a load wich such cattle
as Mr Anderson's, yit, asa precaation, he has had
half a mile of metal road constructed leading from
the barn to the main telegraph road, which has been
rolled and levelled by the steam road-roller. The
stock congists of six draught horses, one buggy horse,
810 sheep, two excellent milch cows, and several pigs.
The machinery is of a very superior description, and
mncludes a thrasinng-machine, with eight horso power
portable engine, by Ransome & Sims; two reaping
machines, by Grant & Nicholson ; two double furrow
ploughs, by Kelly & Preston , two single ploughs, by

Grant; three pairs of harrows, two drays, and onc
spring cart, In addition to the paddocks cnumerated,
Mr. Kmlerson has about 100 acres in cultivation, ex.
tenvhing to the banks of Birch's Creck, and recently
leased to the late Mr. George Clark, the erops ony
which are of a very fair character

Mr V. Macpherson’s farm, which wag awarded
first prize under 100 acres, 1s sitvated at Newlyn, and
Fos.scsscs one of the snuggest and most comfortable
tomesteads of any farm in” the distriet.  The dwell-
mg, which 13 of brick, with slate roof, isof a very,
superor desemption, bong largy and commodious,
with baick hatihen attached.  Around the dwellng
,are plantud a lirgz number of valuable ornamenta
itrees, from the nuraery of Mr David Anderson, of
Dean, whose gencrous giftsn tho tree hine help to
,beautify many & farmhouse in tlis district besides !
the opo alluded to The garden, m which the house

potato-house, stabling, poultry shed, cattle and sheep
yards, &c. 'The implements consist of a reaping-
machine, a double and single furrow plough (the lor-
mer by Kelly & Preston, and the latter by Davidson,
of Newlyn), horse hoe, waggon, dray. spring-car?,
harrows, &¢, The stock consists of theee tirst-class
draught horses and one light harness horyo for spring-
cart, 73 ahieep, 3 head of cattle, and several pigs. The
farm contains 96§ acres, 1 six padideeks, $4 acres of
which are cultivated as follows : 22 acres of wheat,
wiate Kent and Frampton, good. This land has ben
fifteen years under cultivation, during which time
it has been fallowed three times. 13 acres of oats,
‘Fartarian, a fair crop, and the eleventh off the sams
land, and one season farrowed, The principal graz.
ing paddock consists of 34 acres, sown down_wnth
rye, grass and clover, tho greater portion of it lash
year  ‘There is also 5 acres of peas, and the remain.
der of the land n root crop, excepting 10 acresof
bush land, which is too swampy for cuitivation, but
excellent for grazing wn summer.  Mr. Macphierson
intends to place a sixth part of tho farm under root
crop every season, and to follow a proper course of
rotary cropping  Some of the bes§ crops grown in
the rich chocolato soil of Bullarook have come of this
and the adjacent farms, —Mark Lane Eepress.

Wire Fences,

To burld an ellicient wire fence st is neceszary to
procure the best quality of wire.  Much thatis in
tho market is bnittle and worthless. Number ninc is
tho size commonly used. Sct the posts on= rod
apart and put two or threo stays on each spase. The
cend posts must necessan'y bo large, set finmly ia tho
ground, and well braced, a3the catire stram fromn
tightening comes on thess.  Fasten the bottom wire
to the posts, eighteen inches from the groand and
three wires above ten inches apart.

This would make the fence about four feet high,
which is sufficient, as cattle jump wire less readily
than boards or ratls, In fastenng the wire to the
posts, care must be taken to drive the staples so as
not to Lind §ho wire, as it must draw through them
casily to facilitate tightening  For a lever to tighten
use a two by four scantling tnree feet long, with two
ping ingerted near one end.  Wind the wire around
these pins untilat is tight cnough to support the
weight of the lever without saggling.  Fasten by
driving astaple around the wire into the lever st
opposite end from pins. One lever will tighten a
strand of a section forty rods long, placed upon the
muddle of it.  Wire fence has many advantages for
outside cnclosures, as 1t retans no snow dniits ta ob-
struct the roads in winter or soak the ficlds in spring,
The wind has very little effcct on it, and in sail that
the posts are thrown out by frost they can be d-iven
i again without removing the wire. - Cost of wire
and staples for four wires will not vary much from
thirty five cents perrod.  \Wire fence well built, well
kept, and snug, is a tidy, good-locking, cfficient
fence and an ornament to the farin, but it 1s decidedly
the poorest fence mn use for a sloven —Cor. Farmers'
Univn.

& &

Potato Setsand Planting.

I have raised potatoes for seven years past, from
sets cut closer cach year. Was educated to plant
three or four good-sized potatoes in a Iull; and of
course my perjudices ran in that way, \Was per-
suaded to try the cutting plan, and have followed 1t
cver since. My practico now 13 to cub as near as
possible to single cycs, and plant them in rows three
fect apart and 10 or 12 wnches in the rows, My
success has been greater since adopting this plan
than before.  \Vhat 13 essentinl 'a growing potatocs

as well as everything else, is to have the ground in
good conditrion, plant at the right time, and give the
necessary attention afterwand.” Forseven years past,

from less than half an acre, 1 have sold cach sprin
pring

about 100 bushels surplus, afterusing hiberally in wy
fammly and rcscrvin%enough for sced. Threo years
ago I planted ono bushel cach of Early Rose and
Brigham Scedhings, and dug of cach kind 32 bushels

18 situated, contams o large pumber of fruit-treca of warketable potatocs, lave Leen i the halut of

‘loaded with fruit of cvery desemption It is sur-
rouaded with an excellent fence, and kept 1 fi-st-rate
order, and has been planted many years. The farm-
yard is enclosed with arail fenee, 1 which 18 situated
all the requintes for a well-managed farm, and m-
cludes a large wooden barn, waggon and cart sheda,

cutting my sced, as I wanted to plant and have no
trouble about its germunating ; think, however, it
would bo better to cut a few days before using, so
that they may become glazed. Of all the vaneties I
have tned 1 prefer the Xarly Rose, and tlus epring
will plant none else.—Cor, Lural New Yorler.



