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THE CANADA FARMER.

average for seven months.at least 4 1bs, of
butter a week. Many will go over this if
fed well ; some, of course, will fall below it
but I believe this quantity will be about the
average from twenty-five good cows, if well
aud abundanily fed.  In addition, each cow
will rear and futien one hog; that is, she
will {previded the hogs have plenty of clover
pasture and good care), keep in good order
wore than {vwo, perhaps almost three, hogs,
amd in the full one w:l sell for more than
cnough to fztten the rest, and 1 always find
that each cow will thas furnish one hog worth
at least $10 to 812, The hogs will almost or
quite pay for ail labour, leaving the butter
product clear to the credit; this, if of the
best quality, will certainly be worth 20 cents
to 22 cents per pound—say £24 each cow,
The oalf w:ll almnost winter the cow if well
reared, and you have plenty of pasture. The
gross retorn of 25 cows will thus yield in but-
ter nearly $600.  The great advantage of this
course secems to be the absence of expensive
labour, Of course, horse-power churns must
be constracted, and labour of attendance re.
dnced to its minimum,  If twice this number
of cows were kept, the attendance wounld be
the same ; but at milking time there would
of course be required nearly twice as much
asgistance. 1 am told by men who have gone
into this branch of farming that the above
prices are too low for the prodace of a good
cow ; but if an inferior cow is kept, and in-
ferior butter made, probably the price may
be too hugh. e have two cows now on the
form that bave done one-half better for many
years, but they are exceptions to any general
rule. C.

The Little Falls Dairy Shipments.

We bave new the official returns from the
freight agents at Little Falls, showing the
yuantity of dary products shipped from this
macket duning the year 1870, We give the
figures Lelow, showmg the quantity shipped
by rad for each month during the year :—

BOITIR, CHRESE

Fhss  Ponpds, Rexes Pounr's,

Jsnuery $2 2,621 1,5 122 3438
febInary.. 26 35,049 42! 26,179
Mareh 24 16,849 4 429 229,452
April .. .. 451 25,813 3545 23,042
Ny .00 142 8,612 9 187 5£0 £50
Jure .... J6 954 134,791 944,252
July ...... 3 329 15,978 1,024,285
Angust . 30 1,974 25,420 1,557 988
Septon.br Y08 7130 18,975 997,536
Jctober . 61 16.396 11,993 735,9:9
November 9538 18 £93 8 011 404 6'S
Lecember. 24 14,229 3,093 206 186
Totel....2,068 121,849 313,170 7,176,039

In addition, there were shipped by canal
during the year 23,240 boxes of cheese,
amounting to 1,546,219 pounds, which, added
to the shipments by rail, make a total of
136,410 boxes of cheese, weighing 8,724,858
pounds.

From the above iable of railroad ship-
ments, we see that the largest deliveries
were 1n the month of August, by about
10,000 boxes. The shipments for June, July
and September, are-very nearly the same for
cach month,
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DEPFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

—

WasHixaTox, May 20th,

THE UL S,

Sir,—1 have been examining the build.
ings, gardens amd grounds connected with
the Agneultural Department ol the United
States, and have seen much that has been
very interesting and instructive.  With an
enlarged apprehension of the value of agri.
cultural products, and the position these oc-
cupy in the grand aggregate of national
wezalth, this department has been created and
is now conducted with a view to the in-
creaged development of the science and prae-
tice of agricultuve, It is not designed to
take the place of an agricultural college, or
in any manner to give elementary instruction
in the cultivation of fruits, grasses or cereals,
but to furnish information based upon actual
experiment upon particular subjects, and to
place within the reach of those who desire to
make experiments the facihities for so dding.
To this end an Agricultural Museum has
been established, in which are collected
samples of all varicties of grams, and models
of fruits and root crops, frum every State in
the Union; so that one, by comparing the
quality of the samples of any grain from
Maine with the samples of the same grain
from Georgia, or from any other State, may
learn the respective capabilities of these
States for the production of any particular
grain, The same may be done in fruits, for
by the untiring industry and great skill of
Mr. Glover, who in more senses than one is
a modcman, very accurate models of the lead-
ing kinds of the differentfruits are so arranged
that one may see at least theexternal appear-
anceof say the Baldwin Apyple, as it growsin
Massachuseits, in Neiv York, and in Illinors,
and from the size, form, and colourng, ob-
tain 2 very accurate opinion of the character
of the apple as grown in the several sections
there represented. It was interesting to
notice the changes that difference of loaation
makes in our well known fruits, and though
it is not possible to indicate precisely what
changes have been made in the flavour of the
fruit by these causes, yet to one measurably
acquainted with fruit, the external appear-
ance of any specimen is not & bad exponent
of the flavour. And in this way, by compar-
ing specimens from different Stabes, one is
able to form some opinion of the adaptation
of any State to the cultivation of any parti.
cular variety of the apple, or of any other of
the leading fruits.

So also in root crops, taking the potato as
an example, there are models, exact in form
and colouring, of dll the leading kinds grown
in each State ; and one may, in a short time,
by a careful study of these samples, ascertain

what are the leading varietics grown in any
particular State, and how they compare in
| appearance with the same varieties when
. grown in any other State.

 Desides, thereis a collection of the sub.
stances which are made from particular pro-
" duet, showing at a glance its economic uses.
Taking petrolenm as a sample, it is shown
}thcre in its crude state; then as refined,
with all the varieties of dyes which are ob-
"tained from it. Or a fibre-producing plant is
. shown in the raw stute, with alfthe products
into which it can be profitably wrought.
There are also gathered specimens of insects
useful in the arts or munufactures, so ar.
ranged that their entire natural history may
be lenrned at o glance.  Take for instauce
the silk-producing insects; these are all
brought together in a group, and of each will
be found the male and female :aoth, then
the ecgy, the worm in different stages of
growth, the cocoon, the raw silk, and the
manufactured sille,

Here, ton, one may learn all that is known
of injurious insects. Uniler the head of the
subject yon wish to investigate, fur instance
the apple, will be found a list of insects that
destroy or injure the leaves, another of these
injuring the bark and weod, anvther of those
that prey upon the fruit; and of cach of
these insects, as far as possible, are well pre-
served specimens, in addition to accurate
drawings, showing the insect in all its stages
of development, through its various meta-
morphoses, and how, when and where it com-
mits its ravages, and the best known methods
of prevention and cure,

Thus st will be seen there is here laid the
foundation of such a collection of specimens
and models and books, as will enable any
student of agriculture, or horticulture or po-
mology, or any one interested :n the manu-
facture of any of the products of these
branches of industry, to learn by actual in-
spection all thatis at present known in re-
lation to these subjects, and so be able, with
addear and comprehensive understanding of
the whole matter, to direct his exertions in
such a way as to secure the most expeditious
and most profitable results.

The same purpose pervades the operations
out of doors. These are under the direction
of Mr. Saunders, as able and energetic in his
department as is Mr. Glover in his, And
just here 1 may say that any one visiting
this department with the desire of obtaining
information, will find both of these gentle-
men ready to give them every facility in
their power, and politely aitentive to all
their inquiries. Many thanks are due to
them for the kind attention which I received,
and the generous devotion of their valuable
time in showing and explaining the various
items which were continually atiracting my
attention and inducing inquiry.

But 1 must reserve an acconnt of the out.
of-doors department of this Agricultural
Bureau for another letter.




