
C<HAFF HIVES-Their Suitability.

I heartily indorse all you say
in your reply to Mr. Ila Michener,
wien you state yotu preferenee foi a
sin le walled hive with winter shell of ý
inch lumber, instead of the Root clatl
hive. A good mnany down this way use
the Root chaff hive, witl luniber enough
ini thei to make a ehicke-nî cool). I ()
considerable driving througli the country
and whenever I see a nice yard of bees,
the temptation is usually too great to pass
by withont having a chat with. the pro-
prietor. Who ever heard of a bee-keeper
with pride enough to keep his apiary look-
ing nice that wasn't ready to talk bees!
I have yet to find a progressive bee-lieeper
wlo was not free to admit, that a chaff
hive having the lower story ouly double
and admitting of the tiering up principle.
had nany advantage over the Root chaff
hire. If you vill look at the photo of niy
alpiary I sent you some years ago, you will
notice that nîearly all of the lives w-ere
double wail (lower story double only).
But I liave a lot of single walls now anîd I
veîy nuch prefer thein for wintering wlien
provided with an outside, shell of -2 inch
lumber without top or bottoi and admitt-
ing of 3 inchespackiug on four sides, none
on bottom and about seven or eight inches
on top. A chaff hive has but one advant-
age that I know of over sueh au arrange-
iient, and that is less trouble in preparinîg
for winter. But w'hen asingle walled lire
is covered with a winter shell and properly
packed, it is in very much better shape
than the most of the chaff hives are and
who ninds the extra tine spent, wheni one
knows his bees are better prepared to
withstand the -winter. A single walled
hiive with a packing case costs consider-
able less than any chaff hive I have yet
seen, and after using both in the saine
yard for about 8 years, I am free to say
that I would pay more for the single
walled hive with shelU, than the double
walled ready for winter. My packing
cases (I prefer and use an individual case
for eael hive) are without top or bottoin.
but at the bottom board a strip as wide as
the space betweeu hive and case stops t le
chaff from going to the ground. I prefer
three ilches of packing between hive-and
case. I have always used clover chaff for
packing. Oat chaff may be better. If so
ivili somine one kindly say so, as I have used

but litile of it and caimnot speak fromu ex-
perience. I have lad good success with
elover. A great deal of alsike elover seed
is raised near ny apiary, the chaff is handy.
I expect I shall iieed about 100 new pack-
ing cases this fall and have made one and
am wintering a colony iii it to test it. To
corner 1oss 1 x2 inches and 2 feet long 1
nailed hlti the proper length to give 3
inches packing betu ceei hive and shell,
leaving a few% lath off the front wiere the
br-idge cli high muakes an entrance to
the outside of case. Each one of the four
sections of the case are iade separate so
tiat they ean be laid tiat and stored wlien
not in use. Wlen placed around the hive
tiey are fastenied together withl hooks, or
perhaps a \aindusein clanip would be
better. The ends of the posts are placed
ou the ground and loose straw is placed on
lie ground as far as the stand (about five

iichies) or unîtil the bottomii board of the
hive is reachied, i then poured the chaff
in and on top. I have a roof about six
ielies vide imitred together at the corners

in su-h a m ay that it gives a slant ont-
wards to the 6 inhui roof. This roof ex-
tends one inclh over the outside of the case
and leaves a lole in the top, the saine size
as the inside of the hive. I use the ordin-
ary hive cover oui this roof and it mnakes a
very good arranigeneit for a roof at little
expense. Tlhe laths are placed in a hori-
zontail position and no attemuupt was made
to mlake a close fit, the rougi edges coim-
ing liat togetlier sale as they caile froii
tlie saw. I wvas afraid that rain would
beat iii ani wet the packing, but on the
night of Marci 21st we lad a heavy rain-
stormi and the next day in the afternoon 1
tirove down to thc apiary four miles out of
town, took the roof off the shell, ran ny
liand dowi between the hive and the latli
and t liere was scarcely any damp feeling
to the chuaff. There mnay havie beeii a sîlit
dallpiess, but I was iot Satisfied thalt
tliere was any, even on the side the stormî
camle froi. If there lad been any it must
iave dried ont very quickly. The bees
seen to be wintering perfectly in this
hire. If this case is a good one and it
seens to be, there will be no excuse for
anyone viiitering bees without protection
(as iianiy do in this part of Canada) as a
15c. buncli of laths miiakes two cases and
the cost of the rest of the lumber is
t-itiing. If any of tLe 1eaders of the C. B.
.1. lias tried cases made in the nianner 1
have described, I should be glad if they
would give tlieir experieice in the C. B. J.
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Ridgeway, Welland C'o., (Ont.
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