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::‘ider them poor property. I think it pays For the Canadian Bee Journal. :

m‘" to let them build up themselves than to
disr brood from strong colonies; as, however,
. rent localities require different management,
Peak for my own only in this particular. The
cl“s‘:l' will notice tl.la.t Iaim nof to disturb .the
ithx" when examining bees in early spring.
too g ladoor wintering my experience has been
"hatniuted to give much of an opinion. But by
o ¥ Lhave gathered from some experience and
. Msiderable reading I should leave them
. wt":fs until I thought they should have been
week ago and then leave them in four or
days longer to be on the safe side.
J. F. Dunn.
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R‘dge\vay, April 13th, 1888.
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Pring Hints from Mr. McKnight.

BEES should be examined as soon as

“Placed on their summer stands.

When bees are placed ofi their summer
ag !."tand:v, they should be disturbed as little
. arm:;]ble till warm weather sets in. The more

W Secured to them the better.
m ves have movable bottom boards the bot-
d should be unhooked and scraped clean of
leay beﬁs and debris, the hive being setona

ottom board as soon as removed.
tiog :f":ﬁﬂ duty will be to ascertain the condi-
Cieng ,;e hxvf: as to stores. If there is not suf-
rough ood in the hive to carry the stock
shogg bn“ fruit t.)loom they should be fed. This
Sibje, 1: done with as little disturbance as pos-
handa 2 stock of comb honey remains on
. tanor two may be placed in the hive,
PPings being scratched or partially re-
copr. - OF the quilt may be removed and the
quilg plpa‘aCEd on its flat over the top bars, the
o pr:ed over this and carefully tucked in so
: oney inv:m the heat escaping. 1If ‘there is no
. tock sugar syrup will auswer the pur-
'siblgu?y well. As little disturbance as
ate s 0“1d. accompany spring "feeding in
ver form it is done.
‘“‘!rs;a; Stgcks are hardly worth the trouble of
egg a; th'ees should not be “killed with kind-
e S“itabll's SeasoP of the year. Be sure they
littye as Y provisioned then amnoy them as
Tobbeg hPOSslble. Watch the robbers and the
Thig o, -2d Off the one and protect the other.
It wijy 1, CXCUse the ingenuity of the watcher.
‘re(nfOrcembESt done by preventing facilities for
ec‘ing th ent. of the attacking force and by pro-
S 1o Ose Invaded by reducing the avenues of
3 minimym,

0 R. McKNIGHT.
e Sound, Ont.

SPRING MANAGEMENT. !

how the bees have wintered. My experience

of late years has been confined to cellar win-

tering, and therefore use single walled hives
entirely. I tfy to Jeave the bees in until there is
natural pollen or honey flow from some source,and
the weather is likely to be fine. This is generally
between the 1oth and z5th of April ; last season
it was the 23rd or 24th, and think it will be about
as late this season. Try to select a warm, calm
day for setting them out, when the temperature
isabove 60°. If you are not certain that the
day will be suitable, wait until about ten o'clock
then you will be able to decide. Two years ago I
started putting them out about seven and at eight
o’clock the thermometer registered 80 © . Ialways
put the entrance blocks on all of the hives before
1 take any out ; then carry them out very quietly
and place the hive on the stand ; put the lid on
at once and open the entrance a little ; as soon
as all are‘out or as many as I intend putting out
that day, I proceed to examine them at once and
see that all have plenty of stores, a queen, clean
hive, and crowd them up with division board to
as small space as possible. Let me emphasize
the advisability of keeping the heat in the hive
in some way till the cold weather is past. I use
half-stories filled with dry sawdust.

All queenless colonies are united with some of
the weaker ones that have queens. But the try-
ing time comes in about three or four weeks after
being put out, when the colonies begin to de-
populate by the old bees dying off. If we find
very weak colonies that are not able to carry
themselves throagh, take young, hatching bees
from some of the stronger colonies and shake
them down at the entrance of the weak one, and
let them crawl in, as'this colony would not be
strong enough to care for a frame of hatching-
brood. If they are, give them the brood, but I
think it is not advisable to help any that can get
along without as this would be keeping the vig-
orous ones back. Those colonies that require
more room should be given an extra empty comb
or twoat atime, carefully watching that the
brood is not spread tco much, for fear of it bermg
chilled. In the weaker colonies these empty
combs I put outsideof the brood frames, and often
turn the brood outside frames end for end, thus
saving space. See that all have plenty of feed ;
do not be afraid td examine when necessar} if
the weather is warm enough : guage the entrance
to suit the strength of the colony. I don’t*think
stimulative feeding necessary if there is plenty
of feed in the hive, but if it is scarce, feed syrup
in the evenings to keep the bees from robbing,

@N spring management much depends upon



