
THE PIGEO

ing. No, no, gentlemen, I want my birds to tumble to
My own taste.

Whcre have I been Mr. Editor ? I have been digrcss.
ing have I not ? It was my intention whcn starting out
to dwell somewhat upon common Iunblcrs or Rollers.
I was about saying, whcn Mr. Walton drew away my at-
tention, that in reading Fulton's work a few years ago, I
was intcrestcd in what the writcr of the Tumbler depart-
ment of this work said about common Tumblers.- A
friend of mine asked to be recommcnded some pigeons
that would I suppose give a picturcsquc efcfect to the
lawn. The writer adviscd his fricnd to get some com-
mon Tumblers. A year or two after this, whcn the wri-
ter visited his fricnd, he was surpriscd to sece the multi-
plicity of colors and markings, etc., of the flock which
were brcd from these birds. It is so long since 1 read
this work that I have forgottcn whcther the flock were
bred from a single pair. I think ticy wcre.

Why I refer to this, is to ask attention to the some-
what erratic, and I may say unexpccted, surprises which
arise in the breeding with this branch of the Tumbler
family. My experience leads me to say that one is not
sure of the markings, and even the coloring, that any
given pair may breed. There lias been such a mixing
up among flying Tumblers and Rollers that one is as
likely to breed nice looking birds from commun looking
parents, and vi<. versi, nice lookng parents may brccd
you unbecoming looking youngstcrs. Notwithstanding
unpleasant looking youngstcrs nay be bred from good
birds, I don't bclieve in destroying tlem for*the pot bc.
fore they have time to show indications of what tlhey
will be in other working qualifications. It sccms to me
to kilt the young of workng Tumblers or Rollers be-
cause their muffs or color arc not to our liking that there
is an evidence of preferment of the showy qualification.
Four seasons ago I bred a dirty solid blue hen from a
pair from which I expected a different looking bird. I
did not kilt ber when young because of lier looks. I let
her live to see what she was made of. Well, that hen

became my pet and I greatly regretted parting with lier,
but a customer wanted her and I had to let her go.
Ask Mr. Casperson what her young are like. For quite
a youngster to fly five hours is what I cali good work,
and especially when it is considered that this youngster
is of long Roller breeding. 1 may say hiere that it is a
mistake that short Rollers can outfly long Rollers. It
may appear so from the difference in their rolling work.
I have, and have had, long Rollers when in 'br a flying
spell, ffy four hours and over, and I have reason to be-
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lieve iat one of my long Rollcrs flew ncar twclvc hours.
0f course such flying requires the birds to bc in the
propcr working condition and having their regular flys.

I am tiot surprised at Mr. L.icnhard being disappoint.
cd in gclting certain 'cad markings from bis birds (rom
which lie expectcd d:ffercnt results. To kilt five out of
sevcn through faults not expcctcd, is an cvidcnce of the
brceding fromt iis class. IL docs not matter which of
thc so-callcd long faccd varicty, outside of the solid col-
ors, you arc not ccrtain of the marking of your birds.
I will not say that in.and.in brcdmng will dcfcat entircly
your calculations. But I will say that there is an happy-
go-lucky sort of pairing somctimes that may save you
ycars of anxious labor, and thait will give you uncxpected
results. For I have expericnrcd in the past five years

rcsults of which aI first I ncvcr cxpectcd, but scemingly,
years arc rcquircd yet to perfect the idcal.

(2T be Con/inucd.)

HE GOT IT.

Mr. Snith a large pigeon spcculator of British Columbia,
whose account with a friendly fancier, Mr. Foxy, had been
tenporarily ovcrdrawn, wantcd to borrow $2oo once for a
ccrt.ain deal.

Foxy suggestcd that he should draw upon some party not
too near B. C.

Smith said he did not know whom to draw upon.
" Oh, anyonc," -aid Foxy, " as long as the party is far

enough away, that will give you time to turn around."
Smith drew at sight for $2oo on the American Magpie

Club. The draft was duly forwarded by Snith to Mr.
Coons, who forwardcd it to the Sccrctay of the Amcri-
can Magpie Club.

" Who is this John Smith? " asked the President of
the A. M. C.

"Don't know ' replied the Sccretary.
"'Do we owe him anything'"
" No," replied the other.
"Then we'll not pay it," replied the President.
"One moment, if I might advise," said the astute Sec-

retary. " This draft comes through Coons with whom we'
are seeking a thousand dollar loan for our next show.
Would it be safe, under the circumstances to dishonoi
IL? I

" Pay it," said the President.
And it was paid, and no one was more astonished

than John Smith and Mr. Foxy, of British Columbia.


