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We have great pleasure in copying from the Missionary, the Frther, with the Son, with tho Holy Ghost; with|fact recorded in bistory. At the time of our Savi-
J the following well merited eulogium upon the production the Apostles, as the sources of all ministerial autho-jour’s birth, the decree had goune forth that all the

of a reverend divine in the sister church in the United
States, whom we are proud to reckon among the numherl
of our personal (viends. Long muy e besparedasa lightI
and an ornament to the church at large.—~Ed. C. C.

THE REV. DR, JARVIS' SERMON.

\We offer noapalogy for the epace whichis occu-
pied by this mastedly discourse. Were our pages
larger we thould Le glad to put our readers in pos-
session of the whole. We present them with the
epening and concluding portions. Tue intervening
paragraphs are occupied in inquiring by what cala-
aity the progress of the Church was arested; *“and
shy, for more than twelve centuries, the light of the
Gospel bas been in some parts extinguished, aod in'
olhers burnivg dimly, wh'le the attempts ta carry
iirto the regiras of utter darkness huve been so un-
weees~ful.” The inquiry, exhibiting the widest range
oflearving, under 1he milaence of the sourdest judg-
ment, is most interesting aud instructive, und well
dustrates and clearly establishes the ssitiment of
fhie sermon —¢¢ Chiristian unity necessary for the con-
wersion of the world.”  We congratuluted the Church
2 the return of Dr. Jarvis to our shores, afler an
tsence of many years, We may point with plea~
wre and pride 1o this sermon as evidence that our
on:ratulation was not without reason., For extent!
finfurmation, for clearness in preseuting and m.id-
hess v conducting the argument, for copency of
wsoning and beauty of style,in a word, for the
omplete establishmeut of the point which it proposes,
twould tave done heonour to the Churchin any age.
Ve rejoice to know that sucha *“minister of the
\ew “T'estament” isamong us.  We rejoice to know
‘at already rich fruits of his industry are in prepa-
won for oucr instruction and cnjoyment. In the
wmposition of the present discourse, a mass of
des that swould fill a volume Las also been prepar-
J, illustrative of some of the most intrresting topies
{ecclesiastical history, which will soon, we frust,
:oiven to the world. Shall we be thonglt presump.
wous, if we oxpress the hope that these stores of]
aning, this patient inquiry, ths clewrness snd
baprehension of view, this sovndnéss of judgment,
i christian candour and charidy, will be applied
bthe work which most of all 1s: wanted, a history
fthe Churcli.  We are informed that Dr. Jarvis has
cepted the Rectorship of the Church at Middle:
, once the scene of hus father’s pastoral labours,

¢ venerable Bishop of Connecticut, Let us hope
Atin that delight{ul retreat he will collect around

n bis noble library, and devote bimself to thns grezt

rity, There is also the communion or fellowship of!
the prosperaus with the sfflicted; of those parts of' the
Church which are rich in the means of grace, the
capacities of kuowledge, and the ability to give, with
thuse which are perishing for Iack ofvision. Ina
word, fellowship is that pervading and animating spi-
1it which censtitutesthe communion of saintsin the
oue haly Catholic and apostulic Church, so tiat
1 whether ore member sutler, all the meabers suf-
fer with it; or one member Le honoured, sll the nicm-
bers rejuice with it.”

T'ue thivd and fourth characteristics need no com-
ment. ‘I he former, is the constant nud frequent re-
coptien together of the holy communion, called in the
New Testamert, the breaking of bread; the lutter is
the uniting together, at stuted tin ¢s nnd seasons, in
the soveral acts of public worship. At every petiod
of time, therefere, Christians ate required to form
one body, by continuing stedfastly iu the Apostles’
doctrive and fillowship, and in breakizg of bread,
and in prayer.

Now, il we examine by this rule the state of the
prin:itive Church,we stall find that ell these charac-
teristscs of unity were preserved till about the middle
of the fifth century.

Itis true that there were heresies even in the apos-
tolic age. ‘¢ They went out from us,’’ says St.John,
¢ hut they were not of us; for ifthey had been ofus,
they would no doubt have continued withus.” But,
in comparison with the great Lody of Christians,
these were few and inconsiderable. They proceeded,
not fiom auy mistaken views of divine truth, but from
the wild reveries of a deceitful {hilosophy. Therr
very estravaganrce prevented any influence aver seber
sense, and srdent piety. 'They were the effervescence
of human corruption, rising hke bubbles to the sur-
face, bursting there one after another, and each in
its turn disuppenring forever.

Even the most formidable of all departures from
the apostolic doctrine, I mean the Arian and Mace-
donian heresies, the one denying the divinity of the
Son, the other, the personality of the Holy Ghost;
even these, violent and extended as they were for a
season, had nn permanent cxistenee ot influence.—
The penumbral varieties with which the Sun of Right-
cousness is obscured, may afiord a grateful shelter to
those who hate hisbeams, but even when darkest they
are transitory. A decp sense of the enornuty ofssin,
of the holiness of God, of the weakness of man, will
always lead to the exaltation of the Saviour. The
joy shed abroad in the heart Uy the Holy Ghost,and
‘the light which the Divine Spirit sheds over the word

k. He can do no greater service to the truth,
vre is o man among usthat can do it so well as

If there needed evidence, it is afforded in this points, therefore, the great body of professing chris-

of Ged, when it is read with an humble and teacha-
ble frame of mind, will produce the conviction that
1Je is our divine teacher and comforter.  On these

world should be taxed. By the word rendered in
lour translation “the wo:ld,” was meant the Roman
'empire. Its division at that time was into kingdoms,
‘provinces, and free citics or colonies.  1n all these
idivisions, the chief cities were called metropolitan;
'and even a cursory iuspection of the subject will
show that when the Apostles obeyed the command to
+4¢ go into oll the world,” their first object was to plant
ja Church in every one of thesc metrepolitan citjes,
tAs an illustration of this remark it may be observed,
jthat St. Johu has mentioned the seven cities of Asia
jin the order and dignity of their civil geograjhy.
And the fact is undeniable, that ncarly all the colo-
nial and free citics of the empire had Churches dur-
.ing the apostolic sge, If we may credit the most
iancient historians, the Apostles went even beyond
the bounds of the Roman empire. Not only was the
:Church exteuded through Asia Minor, Syria, Meso-
jpotamia, Egypt, the principal islands of the Mediter-
jranean, Groece, Thrace, Nlyricum, and Italy, but
perhaps (o Spain and the Rritish [slands on the West,
to Scythia on the North, and Peisia and India within
the Garges on the East. ‘¢ He put on wings,” says
the eloquent Chrysostom, speakirg of Paul the Apos-
tle, ** aund traversed every land which the sun sur-
veyed; not simply travelling through it, but rooting
jup the thorns of wickedness and sowing the seed of
religion, expelling error and introducing truth.” If
’this be hyperbolical with regard to the labours of
{St. Paul, it is good testimony asto the extent of the
ichurch in the fourth century. Certairly by the mid-
dle of the fifth, the time 1 have men‘ioned, in addi-
tion to the countries salready enumerated, may be
named Gaul and Germany in Eurupe, Ethivpia, Nu-
tia, Lybis, Mauritania, and indeed all that was kuown
ol Africa, Arabia, the greater and the lesser Arme-
nia, the regions beyond the Caspian and the Euxine,
and possibly even China itself.

From the letter of Constantine to the King of
Persia, preserved byEusebius, it is evident that there
must have been an immense number of christiangin
that kingdom. For he speaks of the finest provinces
as filled with christians; and Sozomen mentions that

christianized. 1he letter of the Emperor,so far from
:niding the christians,excited politica® jealousies in the
breast of the Persian monarch. 1n 330, a severe per-
secution began,which lasted forty-three or forty-four
years, and terminated only with the death of Sapor.
The very circumstances of this persecution show
‘that the Persian church, on account of its supposed
;connexion with the religion of the empirve, was for-
ymidable for its numbers.  Sozomen expressly says
:that Sapor forbade the fire-worshippers to exercise
itheir fury npon common christians.  They were to
select only the bishops, priests, deacons,and other

mon, tha first fruits, we confidently hope, of 3 tjansalways have beenjand always will be, orthodox.ipersons consecrated to the service of the church.

den Larsest for the Church.

UNITY OF THE CHURCIHL

m a Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Janvis, of Washington
College, Hartford.

and Chalcedon, was unanimously admitted in every

The Nicene Creed, confirmed by the Council ofiHe says it would be difficult to tell how many suf-
Constantinople, and professed by those of Ephesus|fered martyrdom, but that the men and women,

twhose names were known, amoumed to sixteen

part of the christian church, with the exception of thonsand. Yrom these premises we may fairly infer |
one word, which, in the bitterness of controversy,
the Eastern, alterwvards accused the Western church and from the review of all that has been said, the

that the church in Persia was extremely flourishing:

Y

Adiabene, the.chief province, was "almost eatirely..
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The four great characleristics of that unity nhich of surreptitionsly i:}tx:odllcixng. . assertion will not, I trust, be dcemm_l hazardous,that ;,

W Saviour requires as necessary for the conversion The apostolic ministry, consisting of the three or--the church was in fact more extensive at the middle Y
tewor!d, arc summed up in the second chapter ?\c!:grzf b::xsxl(‘lc'?lsl’ 1(’:‘)‘:3?5;"‘5’"dsgcz}::'}i:) .?;\;sl:ﬁ:}]\ﬁ;‘«c?ﬁm the fifth century, than it ever has been since. ¢
Y H . ’ ¢ ¢ 3 - -_ p

l"'f;’ az:.'tc:d t; T:x:g‘:]l:;t f(l:.l.:lil.{u zgietuc‘:g s:!l;ei:)‘ (:;2 3cp'a;-ating‘t{:cmjclvcls from th.cix: fGUO\‘\'s}hip‘,’ “-(:ul::' ENGLAND AND AMERICA TO EVANGELIZE THE WORLD. g
s’ doctrine, and fellowship, aud in breaking oﬁhme c‘oln'su. ?‘ie s:x‘c‘a aClsc_p:\'x:\tlsnt o ! “i)"re:.l e& Thitty-n'ne years after the downfall of Constanti- |

! ’ 59 of carthly evils. wistian,” Lo use the words: o 10 - Columbus gave a rew world to Leon and Cas- Ji

«d, and in prayers.” of Bishop Horne, ¢ furnished with proper credenti-l

i . . . !
P . . . rel through the worldy ', " . . :
The fust characteristic in stedfustness in the apos- als from his bishop, might travel through the with that prodigal get erosity which gives whut is not

' doctr: from east to west, und from north to south, and be, . . L
oclnmf. . e . . received to communion with his brethren in any part,its own, divided this new world between Spain #nd
. Paul, in his Epistles ta Timo'hy, vequires of of the globe then known.” Portugal, forbiddirg sli other nautious to irtermeddle

U “ take heed to the dectiine,” and to ** hold 7y, liturgies and {ormulavies in general use, bore, with their property.
the forw of sound words;” and one of the latest saipemarkable an affinity as to induce the beliefthat!  iad this decree been obeyed, how different would "
it incpired writers speaks of contending earnestly they could be traced even to the apostolic sge. ‘have been our lot, aud Low cla: ged the lustory of the 3

B: the faith, once delivesed to the sairts” It i 1 repeat it, .hcr_cfm‘(', that the christian world, “rf\vorld 1 ]

B0 one fuith ; and is suppt sed to be as much known Gatholic Church, in the proper sense of that muchi ™0y 0% L eon e ham the'Pope, when he drew hie P
83 fully recosnized by Chiistians, as are *“ one ahysod term, agrced iv all the (_?sscny:'tls ofchn.stmmm e 11tle thotualt, was rising irto a miality meri-ivie By, -
! Y gnized , ! unity, until about the middle of the fifth century. 18, TLe 1L0LRL L, has Tolg e ity N . B
wone Lord, ooe baptism.’ " power, and within furty-two years rel-ated itsel(:g- .
¢ srcond  characteristic includes an aldherence EARLY STREAD OF CHRISTIANITY. from papal dominion. Since that t me, nlile Spain. §8'

e ministers of apestol ¢ suct ession.~-Clnistiens|  During this period of urity, the progress made byland Poitugal have sunk into s-condary and uninfluen= K
rquiresd to have communion, or fell weship, with the christinn faith is, p-rhaps, the must surprising Carried lo pare 150. . B
et gl Tk LA TR RS N R ""J-*." D Lt L B et i Y 2GS D e T R0 e ™ il s ot NTVRE Y LN L n b ;’_'.v.l.

tile. The Pope wha began toriizn the same year,
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