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For the Colonial Churchman. piated the guilt or atrocity of some contemplated

wicked action which was still future, in the same way
DEVE-las a pecuniary compensation was thought to mske

4DDITIONAL SOURCES OF CHURCH PROFERTY,

LOPED DURING THE MIDDLK AGES,

* Bssay 8—concluded.

-3, Another source of considerable income to in-
idual shrine« and monasteries consisted in the vo-
Untary donations of Pilgrims, whose misplaced piety
l?d thew to visit the tomb of some celebrated Saint.
B the ninth century pilgrimages had grown into con-
Wderable vogue, and were considered as the surest
And most acceptable mode of shewing obadience to

aven, and reverence for the Church. Jerusslem,
kome, and Canterbury, are the most celebrated
baces to which the pious resorted for the purposes
% devotion. [t is recorded of some royal and noble
igrims, who had gone from England to Rome; that
ey not only left substantial marks of their piety in
te eternal city itself, but [iberally distributed their
ounty among more indigent communities. Thus
¢ monastery of St. Denys in France enjoyed, through
Ge liberality of an Eaglish baron, extensive estates
W the coast of Sussex : several churches in Armo-
Nea were supported by the bounty of another pil-
Uim. It is said of King Alfred that he greatly ea-
tiched the cathedral of Rheims whilst on a pilgrim-
$e ; and of Canute, that, whilst on the same errand
h' added coasiderably to the yearly revenue of the

o great establishments of St. Omers. But the most

enefitted by such donations was Rome itsell.  Thus,

Rastasius tells us that Ethelwulf, an Anglo-saxonking,
Uring a year’s residence in that general resort o
ﬁdus pilgrims : distributed the great treasures which
¢ had brought with him from Eogland. On Bene.
dict If1, who then occupied the pontifical chair, he
estowed a crown of pure gold, four pounds in weight,
With two cups and two images of the same precious
Welal, a valuable sword, four silver dishes gilt with

Id, several albs, curtains and other costly things,—
N the church of St. Peter ke made considerable pre-
%nts of gold to the nobility and clergy, and of silyer
% the people of Rome. See Stebbing’s ch : Hist :
Yol. I1. 106. and Dunham’s Middle Ages vol. I11. 322.
;. The Cburch of Rome moreover received a con-
Yderable reveoue in the shape of a tax or sn impo-
Wtion of a silver peany upon every family whose year-
lt Ttent amounteg to thirty of such pence. This tax
"as peculiar to the English nstion, and is called re-
bescol or Peter-pence. Its origin is wrspped vp in
Yme mystery : the Roman Catholic writers main-

an atonement for pust offences.

\wise who being hindered from going themselves, shall

cifically intended, their value must have been enor-

The belief thst the
riesthood porsessed authority to remit sins, by im-
posing a tax or penance, is the common origin ot both
practices. It must be confessed however that the
promise of parden for fulure sins was a stretch of!

that authority which only the most illiterate and su-

perstitious ignorance ‘could possibly tolerate.
In a speech which Pope Urban II. delivered before

the council of Ciermont in France, which was held

in 1095, the principle of indulgences is fully recog-
nized. He is urging the members of the assembly
to prosecute the Holy war against the saracens, and
to find means without delay for furnishing a numer-
ous crusade, and says :—As for vs we shall omit no-
thing on our part to promote so glorious an under-
taking ; and therefore relying chiefly on the author-
ity of Almighty God, derived upon us through the
hands of bis holy Apostles 8t. Peter and St. Paul ; in
reliance upon this authority, I say, by virtue of whicb
he power of binding and loosing is committed unto us;
Il those who venture their lives and fortunes in this
expedition—upon condition they confess their faults
and are heartily sorry for them—shall receive a plon-
ary indulgence at present, and which i more, they
will have a comfortable, expectation of immortal hap-
piness at the resurrection of the just. Those like-

ither send forces, or coutribute towards the charge
f Ahe,exgedition, shall bave a share in the rame iu-
ulgence.” Baronius annal : sub anna 1095 vol. xi..
ence Urban II. is. considered the lnventor of in-
dulgences. The invention wss turned to profitable
account by some of his successors. Julius II. being
in need of funds for building a church at Rome, grant-
ed plenary indulgences to all those who cantributed
towards so laudable an object : and Leo X. a fow
centnries afterwards, collected funds for enlarging and
embellishing the cathedral of St. Peter, by the same
means. Ard it js well known thst this is one of the
wmany corraptions against which Luther so successful-
ly inveighed at the Reformstion. The amount ariging
from these sales bas pot, I believe, been correctly as-
ertained : although if we may judge from the mag-
nitude of the updertakings for which they were spe-
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mons. - Sece Robertson’s Charles V. wol. II, 93, &e,
The preceding are the principal sources of church

"ioing that it was granted by roval authority for the
Perpetual benefit of St. Peter’s Church, and the Pro-|
tants asserting that it was originally a provisional|
%ontribution for the benefit of such of the English
Mtion as might be st any time sojourning in Rome.
The subject is discussed at Jength by Collier in bis
*Cclesiastical History vol. L p. 142. 143. He ia of|
3:“30“ that the tax in'question had its origin in the
ire of King Ina to found and continue an English!
Rhoo! in the %Qman Capital. this a8 it may, we
L certgin thal the tax of Peter-pence on the Eng-
*h nation was confirmed by law in the reign f King
l‘}'ﬁ-ed, about the year 880, and continued to be eol-
Cted until the time of the reformation. It was due
n the first of August. And in ease there was any
ta faolt in the ayment, the Bishops who were charged
t" Pay it to Sle Pope’s collectors might be sued in
‘9’ court of King’s bench. Stone tellsus in his an-
My that King Edward I11. in 1365 forhade the pay-
" ¢ of the remescot : but this was merely atempo-
","Y stoppage. In this veign it amounted to «n annu-
of po; equal to about’ £2000 sterling. By an act
\Parliament passed in the reign of Henry the Eighth
Hen. 8. cap. 25—this edious tax wus abolish-
™, and bas never since been claimed. Se¢ Dr. Lin-
8ard’s aniquities P. 89, &e. ,
5. A further source of church revenue peculisr to

or individual priests, and which became a. permanent

jwithin fifteen days 3lter the, Festival of Easter, as an

¥

property which were developed during the middie
ages. Others of less imporrance are mertioned by
church historians, as having been more or less avail-
ble according to eircumstances. Of these I will men.
tion a few, which tended. fo ensich either the churcbi
custom in many of the Knglish parishes,
6. Among the first of these minor sourees may be
mentioned the Plough-alms. These were exacted

cknowledgment on the part of the people that the
isttibnﬁ:fuo‘f the seasons wes in the bmd[:lofthe Als
ighty, and thut his blessing ought to be implored on
he future. harvest. : e
7. At the fast of St. Martin a cerlain quantity of]
wheat, sometimes of other grain, was offéred on the
ltar ag a substitute for the oblations of bread and
ine, which were formerly made by the faithful, as
often as they assisted or partook in the Sacred mys-
tefies. This was called the Kirk-shot. .

8. Thrice in the year, at Candlemas, the wigil of]
Esaster, and All Saints was paid into the hands of the
priest a c.rtain quantity of waz, of the value of one
silver penny for each hide of land in the pavish. This
import went under the appellation of'qut‘-shot. The
object of it was to supply the altar with'lights during
Divioe Service.

%’ middle ages consisted in the sule of indulgences.
¢ purchase of an jndulgence,it was believed, e3-

“ The aggregate ameunt of all these perquisites,”

which was called the patrimony of the mivister, and
which was devcted to nearly the same purpuses as
the revenues of the cathedral churches, After two
thirds had been deducted for the support of the cler-
gy, and the repairs of the building, the remainder
was assigned to the relief of the poor and of strangers.
In a country which offered no convenience for the
accommodation of travellers, frequent recourse was
had to the hospitality of the curate ; and in the vici-'
nity of his residence a house was always open for their-
reception, in which during three days they were pro-
vided with board and lodging at the expense of the-
Chureb,”— Antiq. 89,

These various sources of ecclesiastical revenue and -
the tenets which formed the ground of their exaction
sre quite sufficient ta convince the modera reader of"
the vast degree of ignorance and superstition on the*
part of the pedple, and of cupidity and polities] cun-
ning on the part of the clergy, which existed in the
church during the middle ages. Mental darkness pers
vaded every class of Society : and bence those gross
violations of the natural principles of equity, which
bad crept ioto almost all its relations, and which were
afterwards speedily dispelled on the intreduction of'
the glorions era of the Reformation,

' ) - CRITO.

SEEPTICIS M.

Jtheism-—the family stale.—There never has peen
but one government professedly atheistic. The na-.
tional asserably of France, in the comwencement of-
tbe revolution, appointed a committee to inquire and-
report whether there were and ought to be & God,.
and the committee reparted that.there gould be no.
liberty on earth while there was a God in Heaven;.
that there is no God, and thst death isan eternsl-
sleep.—The assembly adopted the report, abolished
the Sabbath, burned the Bible, instituted the decade,.
#nd worshiped the goddess of Jiberty in the persen of:
s courtezan. But the consequences were too terribje;
to be endured. It converted the most polished nation.
in Europe into a nation of fiends and furies, and they
theatre of voluptuous refinement into a stall of bleod.’
The mighty Mind who governs the universe, whese:
being they bad denied, whose worship they had abel.:
ished, whose protection they had refused, and whosa
wrath they had defied—withdrew his profeetion and.
gave them up; and with the voracity of famished ti--
gers, they fastened on each other’s throats, and com-.
menced: the work of death, till quickly we were left;
to tell the tale of wo. And yet this dresdful experi«
ment, thede men would iepeat upon us. The entire
coroborative action of the government of God, with-
all its stellate iustitutions, they would. ahelish, to let.
out upoa society, in wrath without mixture gnd, with.,
out measure, the impotent depravity of man, .

The family, the foundation of the political edifice, .
the methodizer of the world’s business, and the maine:
spring of its industry, they would demolish. The.
family, the sanctuary of.the pure and warm affections, :
where the helpless find protection, the wretched sym<
pathy, snd the ward undying affeotion; while parem-.
tal hesrts live to love and pray sad forgive, they
would disband and desecrate, Tbeft’mi!y'lx:t schoel ;
of ipdehble early impression snd wpestingeished af-;
fection, that verdaot spot in lifu’s dreary waste, about ,
which memory lingers, that centre of attraction which .
holds back the heady and high-minded, sod whese .
cords bring out of the vortex the shipwrecked masj«
ner, after the strand of every other cable has perted,
these political Vandals would dismentle. The fire
on its altars they would put out ; the cold hand of
death they would plece on the warm beatings of its
heart; to substitute the vagrancy of the derire, the
rage of lust, and the solicitude, and disease, and deso~
lation, which follow the footsteps of unreguluted nas
ture exhausted by excess.

Thie posseseions of the oil, in fee simple, which te

says Dr. Lingard, ** comprisec io each parish u fund

|industry is like.tbe action of the sun to movements of -



