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an import duty on wool ta the United States of 5d. a lb. -
whether the wool was washed 'r not the duty was tho .same.
It vas quite clear thnt under these circumstanoes the Amari-
cans would buy washed wool whieh would only shrink 20 par
cent., when they certainly would net buy unwashedý wool
which would shrink 40 per cent. The Bradford Chamber of
Agriculture had mado an inquiry into the subject, and he b.
lieved their decision would b against the non-washing of
sheep."

If dirty unwaslcd wool is offered for sale, immediately the
buyer begins ta find fault. and to main out tnt there nover
was such a filthy lot brought to his factory ; whereas, when a
aico well-washed ficce is shown, the bright, lear look of the
wool faseinates fie eye of the manufacturer, aud he jumps at
the lot in a moment. I have mentioned before in this Journal
that when the late M. Auable Demers, of Chambly, allowed
me to tub-wash his 60 ewes, Mr. Willett, tweed-maker,
Chambly Mills, told him that ha had nover sean such a set of
fleces since ha had been in business.

No I I do net think we will give up washing our sheep yet.
A. R. J. F.

The Escutcheon Theory.
Soma months ago, I said, in this Journal, that I was par.

fectly ready ta reconsider my opinion on the Guénon theory,
if any one would tell me why the position of certain hanrs in
the perineal region of a cow should b a sign of her milking ca-
pacity. Nobody has, at yet. given me the desired informa.
tion, so my scepticism in this, as in many other iatters, re-
mains constant. When I hear such men as Mr. James Drum-
mond, Mr. Thomas Irving, Professor Brown, Dr. Hoskins,
&c., &e, &c., say that they Lave nut the slightebt beisef in
the eseutcheon thcory, and when I find thit the American
Jersey cattle club las erased the escutcheoa frum its place
among the points in the Judges' list, I am confirmeud in my
incredulity.

I reprint, in the present number of the Journal, two ar-
ticles, one from au American, and the other from an Enghsh
source; the former being written evidently by a man who,
although he l in a state of vibration, is, stili, in search of
truth; and the other, by one who lcoks at the question fromn a
purely philosophical point of uw, asking the samo question,
though in more exact terms, that I have bu uften asked :
what connection can there possibly be between the set of
certain hairs on the perincal region of a cow and the quantity
of milk she will give, or what indication can this escuteheon
be of fic length of time after ealving the will continue te
yield milk ? A. R. J. F.

The Guénon Systeni.
EDS COUNTRY GENTLEMAN - Twenty-five years ago I

was as firmin a believer in the Guénon system as Mr. Blight
but observation and experience have convinced me of the
correctness of the conclusions ta which Mr. Flint arrives,
after a careful and impartial survey of the, Guenon sys-
tom. In " Milch Cows and Dairy Farming," he says : " It is
sofa te lay it down as a rule that in the selection of milah
cows, as well as in the choice of young animals as breedors,
we should, by ail means, examine and consider the milk-mirror,
but hot limit or confine ourselves exclusively ta it, and that
other and long known marks shouldbe equally regarded."

I have also noticed, or thought I noticed, that the system,
as a test of quality, is more generally applicable te Short-Horns
and Ayrshires andttheir grades, than ta Holsteins, Herefords,
Devons, Swiss, or especially ta the Jerseys. Among these
latter, the Jerseys, I have ceen many animale whose utmost
energies and strength seemed devoted ta the incessant pro.

ductien of rich milk, but whoso mirrors would consigu them
to Class 3 of" Imiddling and little below middling, " if notto
0Cass 5 of " very bad milkers."

I have now two two-year-old heifers which afford a remark-
able instanee of variation from what I still think is a nota-
worthy general rule. They arc by a registered Jersey bull, a
grandson of Pedro; and their dams, granddams and great-
granddams, were direct crosses of Short-Horn and Ayrshire,
extraordlaary milkere, and with the most perfeot esoutcheons
I ever saw. Theso heifers have escutcheons whioh would
barely admit thom ta the third class, while their largo well.
formed udders and gencrous yield of rioh milk abundantly
entitle them ta a plaea in the first elass, "l very good or extra-
ordinary."

It is aIso, to me, an interesting circumstance that half.sisters
of these heifers, by other Jersey buils, have the same beauti-
ful escutcheons as their mothers and grandmotliers, and prove
and promise ta possess the excellences which their parentage
led me ta expect.

I do not understand that my experienco materially conflicts
with Mr. Blight's conclusions. He admits that he bas not
found the system infallible, while i still believe flt its
teachings are worthy of attention. Perhaps the statement of
our respective views may draw out others, and so hclp the
readers of the COUNTRY GENTLEMAN ta a clearer compre-
honsion of a very important and somewhat complicated snbject.

J. (1 D. Amherst, Mass.

'iHE ESCUTCHEON THEORY.
We do not hear se much of this system of determining the

milking qualifies of a cow now as we did sorne few years ago.
The practice of actually testing the amount yielded by each
animal, by weighing at stated intervals and keeping a record
ias been very much developed since thon, so that escutcheons
have rather fallen juta the backrTound, la the Royal Agri-
cultural Society of Englaud's Yournal for 1885 there is an
elaborate paper from the pen of an American gentleman, who
first published it in the United States, in whieh all the diffe-
rent forms arc given, and a disquisition on the probable causes
or reasons for their existence. To our mind the writer has
missed the point in this latter respect altogether, and if the
basis ii wrong, it follows that much of the buperstructure is
wrong also. The " escutcheon" is the namo given to the hair
whieh grows iu the perineal region, between the udder and
the root of the tail, and in which the wbolo or part of the
hair grows upwards relative ta the ground level. On the sizo
and shape of the space covered by this upturned part GUENON
founded his famous theory about rnilk yield. But a litte con-
sideration will give us sorne fresh ideas as ta what this esent-
cheon really is.

The hair of mammals, the feathers of birds, and-the sceales
of reptiles and fishes all follow the generalline of the body,
and point from head ta tail, the roots being towards the ante-
rior part, while the frea ends point towards the posterior parts.
This being so, it is manifest that the hair, &o., on the back
must necessarily meet that on the belly at same part of the
body, and in an opposite direction. This part is, of course,
about the tail or perineum, and in a large animal liko the cow,
an inch or two, or aven a foot, more or less off is of little
account. l othar words, the escutacon is simply thé hair cf
the underparts continuin; the same direction as the test, and
is net turned up at-all with reference te the cow's body, but
only with reference ta the horizontal plana of thcground. If
the cow were ta stand up on her hind-legs, the real arrange-
ment of the parts would be much better ceen, and mostpeople
would be convinced that there is nothing peculiar or myste-
rions in the direction of the hair, and no need for sah absurd
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