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It,8 Style is chaste ana classic, and every page of it indicates careful labour.
?assing from, Europe to, the continent of America, ive find hcre a

literature of Presbyterial practice not inferior to any of the productions
'If the old world. At an early time in the history of the Church on this
Coftincnt, the necessity for publishing a formai. Constitution ivas strongly
feit. Minister's, eiders and people needed some band-book to guide them,
Scattered as they were, throughout the yet uncleared country, and far from
brethren with wvhom to consult. We consequently find that, in 1788, the
Synod of New York and Plîlladeiphia publi.shed a IlFor-m of Govern ment," with
ait introductory chapter of IlPreliminary Pt-inciples." This book ripened in suc-
ceSsive years to that which was ratified by the Getieral Assembly of 182 1, (before
the division into old and new schools,) under the tit le of IlThe~ Form of Go-
lVernmaent and the Forrm of I>rocess of the Presbyterian Cbnrch. in the United
Stattes of America." This, to our tbinking, is the best manual of Church con-
atitution and practice that bas yet been constructcd. It bas been elaborated by
itien Of distinguished ability and ecclesiastical experience. Its style is that of
the Confession of Faith. Whule it is comprehensive in its character, it yet avoids
that martinet minuteness which is so objectionable a feature in some directories.
lt ia the constitution and charter of both the great sections of the Churcli in the
Týjnited States. We know of no book of the kind that we would more readily
Put into the bands of enquiring laynien and students than this. The circum-8t1ilces of the Church from which, and at the time wbich, it originated were
'flucli akin to oulr own, and the greater part of its forms mighit with advantage
11, 8dopted by us. Along with this we would notic.e the publication of tbe early
Ittords of the Synods and Assemblies of the Church in the United States by the

B~oard of publications, and the stili more valuable book compiled by the 11ev. S.
J- liaird, entitled : "lA collection of the Acts, Deliverances, and Testimonials of
the Supreme Judicatory of the 1rebvterian Church from its origin in America
t'O th'- present time: (1856,) with Notes and Documents explanatory and histori-
eal, constitutinmo a complete illustration of lier Polity, Faith and History." A
Mfore -omnplete,m useful, and interesting body of Church law is no where to be
!bOInd thaui this. The arrangement is most excellent and the table of contents

18 full and minute.
We would only fuirther instance another admirable production of a similarkinid, entitled : "lThe Constitution of the Reformeil Dutch. Churcb." It belongs

ýa différent specie8 of the Preshyterian g'erus than that of our own. There
18 a thorough Church character and a smnack of genuine reformed antiquity
about it. The conservative elernent, perhaps, bulks larger than is agrecable
to ail republican palates. It constitutes a strong Church executive, wvhile at
the same time it amply secures tbe liberties of the Christian people. Many
le&sOns of legal wisdoin may be derived from its pages.

Raving osdrdtePebtra rfre)lneaueo hsqetowwould ~cniee h rsyein(eomd ieaueo hsqetow
f re sketching out what we should regard as a rougli draft of a Manual1rOurselveg, only further (lirect the attention of our literary fiiends to another

*work of sterling menit issued last year from the Arnerican press. It is called a
"'Lutheran ataofSipua rnilsorteAgbrhCnesnlu-

tttdand sustained chiefly by Scripture proofs and extracts from standardLiitberanl Theologians of Europe and Ainerica; together with the Formula, of
Lel'nment and Discipline adopted by the Géneral Synod lof the Evangelival
Lutbran Church in the United States, by S. S. Scrnucker, 1).D." This isa"eY 8cholarly and iateresting production. It contains an admir-able dedicationCg 0 the ministers and Churches of the General Synod," also an introduction, in

ti11' German style, of a ilistorico-Theological. kind, adrnirably conceived
hfdeuteu , in section third of wvhich there is au able account of the on.iin of

ri Creeds and of the principal Creeds of Christendom. Then follow's the


