
The Relation of Agriculture to our School System.

s. Oae of the distinguishing features 1 shoul I be taught to the pupils of our
of the agriculture of to.day is the rise of schools.

d co-operative associations. In Ontaro
it we have had agricultural societies ever 2. When and Vhere shôuld it be
-e since the Province was organized, and i Taught/
d fornearlyseventyyears legislative grants Most persons, I think, are of the

have been made for their encourage-'opinion that some instruction in agri-
ment. But the societies for discus- 1 culture should be given to pupils in

e sion of agrncultural topics, for inter- 1rural schools, since they assume that
change of ideas, and for teaching or these pupils are to be the future far-
instruction by experts are of recent mers. They are nit, in general, of

e origin. We have associations of the the opinion that the teaching should
h owners and breeders of ail the leading i be given in towns and city schools,

breeds of live stock. We have a Fruit i because the pupils of such schools are
o Growers' Association, associations also Ilikely to move out into profcssional

of the poultry keepers and of the bee- pursuits, becorne school teachtrs, enter
y keepers, an association of experiment- I mercantile life, or follow some one of
D ers, two associations of the dairymen, the many manufacturing unes of hfe.
e and an Entomological Society. Ali They are not quite sure that ail pupils
a these, through their many meetings, in rural schools even should be taught

and the hundreds of meetings of Far agriculture, as so many are yearly coin-
mers Institutes, have quickened the! ing from the country to the to.vn to
minds of the workers. Supplementing i reinforce the struggling city classes
these meetings, reports and bulletins' with new blood and n2w physique.
have been distrbuted by the hundreds R,ght here I would present a de ,at-
of thousands in the past ten years. able statement. If agriculture can be

r Bot the point that I wish to make here taught in our schools in a manner such
is that the persons principally bene- as I will suggest in my next division, I
fitted by this work are the men and 'arn of the opinion that it should be
women of mature years. This is all'on the course of study for town and

1 %cry well in its way. These men city pupils as well as on the course for
appreciate thoroughly what is being ' rural pupils. Perhaps in city and town

done , they recognize the importaîce 'chools it might be made optional,
and the necessity of this instruction- I but in rural schools it should be oblig-
but is it not begnning at the wrong'atory. The present situition is that,
cnd ? Vhy shouli the farming class' with very few exceplions, aIl town and
of this country have to :ait until they city pupils will remain in city and town
become men before they learn that pursuits, and the country schools are
there is a science underlying their prac i also being annually drained of the
Lice ? If it is a good thing to educate 1majirity of the brightest and most
a grown man or a grown woman in the promising. But this, I contend, is
principles of agricultural work, it is not a very promising feature of our
sul- more important, as far as practic- country's growth. It may be due in
able, to give the boy and the girl some some part to the very nature of out
'rauing in these principles early in'i present system. That I shall not here

fe, at the time when these principles 1 discuss. If we can, by altering or
n most easily acquired, and when i rear-anging our systen, keep more of

y will be of most permanent bene i the best rural pupils in touch and work
1, therefore, have no hesitation with agriculture, and if we can at tac

answerng my first question by iname tirne arouse in some of the towns
mi ing that agriculture in some form and city pupils a sympathy for agri-


