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b. Lot ABC bo tho triangle BE.CF the lines of action of the
forces. Produco ED and F( tomeet in D, Thon DB, DO ropre-
sont also tho muagnitudes of tho forces. It may be shown that DB=
DC, snd thence that the lino of action of tho rpsultant pnsses
through A.

. @orvespondence.

To the Editor of the CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

Mr. Eprror,—As I was going to Goderich to attend the associa-
tion, in compauy with another teacher, he asked me if I had seen
in the Jounryar where a writer had nccused mo of plagiarism. I
told him I had not, and on arriving at Goderich and enquiring into
the matter, I found it was in the July-August number, and as I
had beon absent from home during the holidays and that paper did
not como to my permanent home I had not seen it.

My first thoughts upon reading the articlo were to treat it with
silent contempt, as anonymous opistles aro very apt to lead to
troublo; however, upon mature thought and advice from older
teachers that silenco might bo construed into acknowledgment of
guilt, T concluded to simply say the production is my own except
what I culled from Mason'sand other grammars I possess, and if
any more is necessary, and * Enquirer” will write over his own
namg, I shall give a full account of the whole mattor.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor, I remain,
. W. ML Leiowu.

Farquhar, Novembor 6, 1883.

M. J. 8., MarrksviLLg, asks for an explanation of the aunrora
borealis or northern lights. The cause is not yet known, It is
strongly suspected to owe its origin to electricity. Magnetic storms
are frequently simultaneous with brilliant electrical displays. Pass

. electricity through a long glass tube exhausted by an air pump, and
an appearance very much like the aurora is produced.

Grora1xa Erviorr, MacaNETAWAN, writes: “Encouraged by
your beautiful JOGRYAL to give some items in wy experionco, I will
try to give youmy light oa teaching Long Division.” She scuds
us six steps for which we may find room in our Practical Dopart-
ment, by aund by, :

Joay B. Powres, Fexerox Faris, writes: ¢‘I havoe just received
the third number of the JourNAL, and am much pleased with it. It
is a valuable addition to » teacher’s stock of ¢school information.”’
This is just what multitudes of ‘teachers are constantly saying
During the doming year we hope to make it more practically usefu
than over. Friends, sond on your dollar and got tho January
number. Wo cannot supply many back numbers. OQur edition of
6,000 fell short in October, and wo had to re-sct the whole JouRNazL
in order to print J 000 nioro copies required on short notice.

To the Editor of the CaNAPA ScitooL JOURNAL.

DEAR Sik,—I am in sympathy with your belie, that toachers
may practically benefit each other by such a system of «srrespond-
ence as you recommond, particularly in the Soptembor number of
the Sciroor Joun¥aL, Younger teachers especially are anxious to
hear from those moro oxperienced their mothods of dealing with
difficultics which arise evory day ; and who can cstimate the value

of oven one such hint to somo pains-taking teaclor, who has ex-
hausted his resources and adopts the method of aunothor to find ita
succoss? I shall proceed to provo my faith by my works, and offer
to others my mothod of dealing with inattention.

I obsorvo closely the following rvules :—

I. Placo thoso disposed to inattention in the front seats or the
most conspicunus placo in the class.

II. Make tho lesson as attractive as posaiblu.

III. Question promiscuously and occasionally call for simultan-
eous answers,

IV. If raising the hand be agreed upon as s sign of ability to
answer, frequently question those whoso hands are not raised, to
ascertain whether the causo is inability or inattention.

V. If whilo explaining some particular point you observe a pupil ,
If he is unable toanswer -

not paying attention, stop and question.
make a second oxplanation, and then show him that he wastes the
time of both teacher and class by requiring a secund explanation.

T have seon teachors loudly demand at.sntion, bang tho desks
and stamp on the floor, at the expense of lungs, ruler, and shoo-
leather, and yet nothing was offectod but confusion. Be calm and
decisive, control your tempor and you will succeed. By enforcing.
the abovo rules I have always been ablo to secure good attention,
except in vory rare cases,

Tshould be very glad to obtain from some teacher answers to
these questions, concerning whispering :

Is it best, as a rule, to allow pupils to work together ?

Should there be a rule forbidding the pupils to speak to any one
but the teacher ? -

If communication of any kind is allowea how can you provent its
going too far and creating disturbance?

Hoping to reccive many useful hints from my fellow-teachers on
differurtt subjects, .

I am, yours truly,
Lex~yox Traomer.
Napanee, October 16, 1883.

Sprecial Articles.

THE KINDERGARTEN.

“ For, eschewing books and tasks,
Nature apswe:s all he asks.”
’ . Wurrrier : Barefoot boy.

I write this week from St. Louis, where I learn the Kinder-
gartons aro in successful and flourishing condition, being, as is well
known, a part of the public school systom.

Some time ago, on reiurning from Europe, Miss Blow found the
kindergartens in a very backward state. Her pride in a systes
sho had established here was. touched. She determined to ro-ani-
mate its drooping vitality. Among other means resorted to for
this purpose, was an attempt to infuse her own spirit into some of

the representative young Indies of the city. An” impromptu and

informal class, or organization, was formed. Miss Blow-met them
evéry weok and delivered kindergarten lectures, etc. The rosult:
was renowed intorest in, and prosperity for, tho public kinder-
gortens. Dloreover, the secd thus dropped boro other fruit:
Somo of the young ladies made application of tho ideas they re-”
ceived in their Sunday school classes and elsewhere.
thus aroused did not dic out : and recently a class of society. your.y,

Indies voltntevred themselves to Miss Blow as disciples of Froabol. -

I hud the pleasure of meoting this class Friday afternoon: They
wore learning a gmno called, ‘“Tho Bridge.” Miss Blow spent
twonty minutes giving them an insight intu its philosup!\'y,'a.psl‘-

Tho'interost .
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