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All statistical information should be condensed
as much as possible, and wley, practicable, put
into a tabulated form. The main object of each !
roport should be to afford any intelligent stranger ,
that might read it, a concise, yet an adequately |
truthful view of the Agricultural condition and |
industrial pursuits of the county. While all,
unnecessary particulars are to be avoided in the !
preparation of these reports, completeness should |
as much as possible, be constantly kept in view.
Such reports as contain the greatest amount of;
useful matter, will be preferred ; and it is re-
commended that they be made sufliciently com-
prehensive,so as to occupy 20 or 30 printed octavo
pages. The Board will not award the premium |
for any reprint, although it may happen to be the
best sent in, unless it possess suflicient merit.

The Reports must be sent in to the Secretary
of the Board of Agriculture, accompanicd by a |
scaled note containing the name and address of i
he writ » on or before the 1st of June, 1854 ;
Such reports as obtain premiums will become
the property of the Board.
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TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON FARMERS' CLUB.

CONSTRUCTION OF FENCES.
(Reported for the Cobourg Sun.)

At the monthly meeting of the Township of
Haminton Farmers’ Club, held at Dickson’s [inn-
Court House, on Saturday, Oclober 20th, 1853
P. R. Wright, Esq., President, ix the chair.

Present—Messrs. Bourn, Nawton, Muasson,
Benuett, Black, &e., &e., &e.

The minutes of last meeting were vead. Mr,
Wade introduced the subject for discussion, viz.,
the construction of fences, as follows:

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—

FexcING, although it may uot occupy o promi-
nent a position in the economy of farn manage-
ment as many other operations, yet still muostbs
.considered of nosecondary inipostance ; for, with-
out proper protection in this way, all otherlabors
of the farm, no matter how skilfully or scientifi-
cally performed, are placed in constam jeopardy.
And in no country in the Agriculural world are
good fences required more than with us, from the
great amount of our ]and_s being siill woods, or
panially cleared and still in common, and also
the great amount of road allowances set apart in
our Township surveys, and which are in them-
selves a public convenience, yet, combined with
all the other unfenced lands [ bhave mentioned
‘before, encourage our inhabitants generally to
turn out a great proportion of their animals of all
descriptious outside of their euclosures ; conse-
quently our fences must be of such a character

.as to stop a huater flom jumping, a bull or an ox

from throwing down, or a pig from squeezing
throngh ; and our common rail feuces seem made
on purpose to encourage these depredations.  As
our horses are taught from infouey to leap afier
their mothers 1wo oi thiee rails high, and clien
ive or six, and il they try hizher, und should still
hang on the feuee, they find it will yield to their
weizht 3 onr bulls and exen soon find their horns
effective enough to throw the lence so low asto
muke it quite easy toget over; and the puikers,
ifof the weasel-shaped variety we commonly see
ambbing on our road sides, fiud very lLitle
difficulty in squeezing themselves 1hiongh
between ; or il they cannot manage that, they
have ingenuity enough 1o burst out u bioken
or rolten rail, in order to make their way
imo our fields quite easy;and for some gene-
rations to come, maugre all our Towuship By-
laws for the punishment of tiespasseis, sood sub-
stantial fences must be our only salegud.

The common zig-zag rail fence has been and
will ¢ill continue o be, m spite of itz unsightly
appemance, while rail timberis to be got, our
muinstay ; and nothing but its expensiveness,

‘ when the il timber or snel timber as ean be

splitis entirely exhausted ou our own farms, and
cannot be purchased under a certain price, with-
in a given disance, will cavse it to be superseded
by sometbing else: aud on the hont funns of

Cour Township that time has alieady winved,

Split vails of cedar or pine er ouk cannut be pur-
chased for less than tweaty-five dollais per theu-
sund in the woods, and then probably to be
drawrn seven or ¢ight miles, aud when thus is the
case a rail fence cosis as much or more than
when made of boards or sawed matesizls.

Board or any desciiption of straight fences,
made by placing posts in the ground, ave, in our
fruzen climate, sulject 10 be hoven oraised out
of the gronnd, aud this has been hitlierto a very
serions olstacle to their more general intioduc-
tion 3 however, this may be jni a gieat measme
obviated by raising a bank of earth at the bottom
of the fence gy eighteen inches or two feet hish,
and which only prevents the heaving, but
also saves tle lower board or ral, as well as
making a guiter or water-course tv lead off the
surplus water that may collect on the field. I
have myselftried this plan for several years with
the greatest success, aud many of my neighbors
are followingthe example. The principle, ina
philosophic point of view, is a trus oue, as the
hfting of a post is simply done by the expansion
of the groud by the post, and that in degree as it
is wetor dry. If, for instance. the grovnd was
entirely dry, no expansion could take place ; but
if wet at all, the expansion is in propoition to the
amount of water the giound contains ; conse-
quently, by raising a dry bank at the foct ol the
post, even in rather low ground, when a post
would in four or five years, in the ordinary way,
be entireiy thrown out, with this embankment it
stands very well. This system of embaukment
is however attended with disadvantige on the
road sides, from its lHability lo be rooted down by
the hogs, which are always ranuing on e vaads;
and while speaking on e subject, I nrizst record
my disapprobation of the commou piagfee of




