VICTORIA =SEMI-WE

Y COLONIST

%

\

Tu’d‘yl M'V 5" 1908.

COMMENGES SCHEME

~ OF CLEARING LAND

R. Palmer Points Qut E. & N;
Project’s Features—Small -
Holdings Profitable

(From Saturday's Daily)

The most favorable. impression
the possibilities of the development of
large sections of the E. & 'N. lands
was .obtained by R. Palmer, provincial
bhorticultural commissioner, in his re-
cent trip of inspection over that part
of Vancouver Island traversed by -the
railroad right-of-way, in the compafly
of R. Marpole and other C.P.R. offi-
cials. He states that the clearing that
will be done should open a consider-
able area for settlement which may
be profitably-utilized for mixed farm-
ing and fruit growing.

At Ladysmith .and in the surround-
ing -district Mr.: Palmer said the E. &
N. holdings were peculiarly -adapted to
this class of agricultural pursuit. The
Jand which was being cleared there
under contract would, he thought,
make an attractive spot for home-
steading. The same might be said of
other property in the same locality
which, he understood, the company
contemplated opening up as soon. as
possible.

It was ‘scarcely likely that the gen-
eral scheme -would be 'carried out te
any extent in the Cowichan valley im-
mediately. He pointed out that the
E..& N. holdings:in:that locality .were,
for the most part, heavily timbered.
Naturally, therefore, it it would be ex-
ploited first for its lumber and, then,
doubtless, steps would be taken to
make it suitable for farming purposes.

Mr. Palmer- spoke more optimistic-
ally of the country lying between
French Creek and = Qualicum . river.
' This, he sald, was comparatively thin-
ly wopoded which would make it much
easier to prepare for thé plough of the
settler. But the most important point
in its favor was the sitaution, which,
in his opinion, was admirable from
. every standpoint. It was within a few
miles of the end of the eastern section
of the railway extension from Na-
noose bay te Alberni and it was but
a few miles from the spot where the
iGulf steamers .made , regular calls
Hence those who took up the property
which the E. & N, intended clearing
there ‘would be able to communicate
with the outside without inconveni-
ence, they would have the advantage
of unexcelled transportation facilities.

The Cleaning Scheme.

Referring to ‘the rallway company’s
clearing scheme in general, ‘Mr. Palmer
thought that it would prove very much
better than the plan which those who
took up farms in those sections of. the
island had been following heretofore.
‘They had taken up large sections of
 timbered area, cleared a small portion
for farming, and allowed the rest to
remain in its native state. The result
was that one might travel ‘for miles
between Victoria and Nanaimo _and,
except in one or two placés like. Dun-
cans, find only a few scattered houses;
fronted by a small garden patch and
otherwise  surrounded by . tall stately
trees and ‘impenetrable _scrub. brush.

Through the work it was intended
to. do, newcomers would be -able to
take up smaller Hol@Ings, fdrms of
from ten acres in exgent, and to cul-
tivate them to’their full’ capaeity.: I
ihis way their income would be
larger and it would not be long be-
fore they were comparatively prosper-
ous.  That was the plan which was
being followed in the ‘upper country
by many of the settlers and it had
met with success. He thought that it
would apply to the island in the same
way ands contended that, not only
would the indlviduals concerned bene-
fit, but the agricultural resources
would be developed more rapidly and
thoroughly.

In order to exemplify this point to
Messrs. Marpole and Cambie, he had
taken them on a trip through the
Gordon Head district: on  Thursday
afternoon. There he had shown them
the small farms whete the residents
were_ cultivating orchards and in con-
nection therewith raisihg, yearly, a
mixed crop of general produce.. It
was, he sald, an appropriate object
lesson. The E. & N. official had been
much impressed with what they had
seen ‘and more firmly convinced that
the policy, which it was proposed . to
adopt in connectign with the E. &
N. lands, was’ the correct one, -

Asked what he thought of the pros-
pects throughout the Gordon Head and
other farming districts in the vicinity
of Victoria Mr. Palmer ‘said that they
were never better. He had noticed
that a large number of two-year-old
frait farms were coming on splendid-
ly and he believed that the output this
yvear would be considerable-in excess
of any previous season. The straw-
berries; ‘also, were looking fine and he
thought that these, providing nothing
untoward happened between the pre-
sent and -their maturity, would yield
a larger crop to the ‘island growers
than since that line of horticulture
was’ taken up on a large scale.

STEEL AND COAL

President Ross Speaks of Negotiations
For Settlement Between the

[ Companies
1

Montreal, May 1..—A statement was
issued today by James Ross, president
of the Dominion Coal company, to the
effect that more than two weeks have
been spent'in trying to agree upon an
arrangement for the settlement of the
difficulties between his company and
the Iron and Steel company, but up
to the present time without success.

Mr. Ross says that President Mac-
kenzie, of the Canadian Northern rail-
way; who with other mutual friends
of both companies is interested in a
. mettlement of the dispute, suggested
that the coal company should make
the price equivalent to tweénty cents
a ton over the cost of production, that
the coal company should give the
steel company the best coal they pro-
duce for steel-making purposes at this
price, and that the new price should
be applicable from the commencement
of the dispute, the coal company to re-
turn all ‘money over and above-the
new price, $1,250,000, received by - it
under the temporafy ~‘contract which
had given the steel company free
choice of all the company’s coal at
minimum market rate.

The coal company, while consider-
ing that the new price proposed was
an inadequate return for their best

~coal, has expressed willingness to con-
" sider the proposal in a favorable light.
President Ross expresses the opinion
that they should have no fear of the
result, if the steel' coripany  should
compel them to take the dispute to
the privy council, but at the same
time the coal company is willing in
the interests of peace to come to a
settlement, on the lines mentioned,
which he considers’ pre-eminently ad-
vantageous to the steel company.

of |

worth, Minister of :.Justice,

MARCON! WIRELESS
- FOR THE CARIBOO

New Steamer for Union Steamship
Company Developed 12:Knots
“  on Trial Run :

" The Marconi system of wireless
telegraphy has been’installed™on’the
new steamer Cariboo of the Union
Steamship company, built by the Ailsa
Shipbuilding company, of Ayr, Scot-
land, now on-the way to Victoria from
Barry, where she called to coal. The
steamer Camosun of this.company's
service was’ also equipped with the
Marconi apparatus, -but owing to the
refusal of that company. to permit its
operators to communicate with other
stations than those of the company,
the apparatus was not used and was
taken out of the steamer. The Camo-
sun was the first Canadian steamer on
this coast to be equipped with the
wireless apparatus.

The Cariboo, which is to alternate
with the steamer Camosun in the Vic-
toria-Prince Rupert service, had a
successful trial trip, attaining 12 knots
an hour -in a full-speed run. The
steamer is 156 feet long, between per-
pendiculars and has a beam of 82 feet,
with depth of 15 feet. 'The accommo-
dations of the new ‘steamer are ar-
ranged similarly to those of the steam=-
er Camosun.

DIVISIONAL ENGINEER
APPOINTED ON'E. &N,

R. A. Bainbridge to Fill New
Office of Mantenance and
Construction Here

R. A. Bainbridge, of Vancouver, who
has for some time past been acting
as assistant to the chief engineer, C.
E. Cartwright, of the C.P.R., has been
appeinted divisional ‘engineer on- the
E. & N. rallway on construction and
maintenance. :

Thé appointment goes into effect on
May 1, and. Mr. Bainbridge will as-
sume his new duties.immediately with
his headquarters in this city. The of-
fice which iz 'a new one on the E. &
N., was necessitated by the intention
of the.C. P. R. to start construction on
the remainder of the Alberni exten-
sion in the Very near future and also
the necessity of having an engineer on
Vancouver island who will be in di-
rect touch with the rapidly accumu-
lating amount of work that is at pres-
ent being done on the road and that
will be completed during the coming
season.

The ‘'schedule announcing the ap-
pointment was received in the city.
yesterday at the offices of the E. & N.,
ahd states that the appointment was
made by Chief Engineer Cartwright
and ‘approved by Vice-President R
Marpole. & 2L ;

ONTARIO_LEGISLATION

Minister
g Provisions of  Seyeral
= . Measures -
Ottawa, Mé.y 1.~ "_m
to the Cabinet coungr‘ - Hoh:

ndum
5, Ayles~
‘ severely
criticises ‘some legislati passed - in
the Ontario legislature atiits last ses-
sion. -~ -  ateon
Regarding the act to:.confirm..the
grant of mining rights n’Cobalt Lake
to the Cobalt Lake Mining company,
he says the measure is harsh a’nd_h un~
justifiable. It affects property and
civil rights, and should, in e minis-
ter’s opinion, be left to the ultimate
judgment of the people of ,Qntarlo.j
The act which empowers judges to
nuHifiy marriages, the Minister of Jus-
tice considers, is of very questionable
legality, but until the courts: have:' a
chance to decide the question.he pre-:
fers to allow it to remain’in abeyénce,
The fish and game bill contains sev-
eral clauses which he regards as ultra
vires, the Dominion government being
the only authority empowered to fix-a
close season for fish." T,hjo\‘mlnis‘tef.‘
however, prefers mot to: dgsa,ﬂqw.._tg«;
whole act until the legislature itself
has had an opportunity of withdrawing
the ‘objectionable clases., -~ ¢
‘ The public utilities: act, designed to
prevent provincially - chartered com-
panies from Obtaining federal fran-
chises, is regarded by Mri’Aylesworth
as ineoperative. 3 S

GERMANY’S FINANCES

Secretary of Treasury Says Gové
mon{ Must Borrow 0,000
in: Nekt Five Years

Berlin, May 1.—That  the Imperial
government must borrow &2_50300,009
during ‘the next five years was the
substance. of ;an admission made. by
Secretary of the Treasury Sydow to
the appropriations committee of the
Reichstag ; yesterday. =These borrow-
ings will be necessary even though the
appropriations: for each year are not
increased before 1912. 3

At the time this statement was made
the committee was discussing .a pro-
posal of Chairman Paasches, nominal
Liberal, for a definite bill from the
government to fix -sinking fund  re-
guirements. -Herr Erzberger, Socialist,
sald the members of the committee
must be shocked by the government’'s
reckoning that a thousand million
marks more must be borrowed to cover
the annual deficits -in- the .ordinary
budgets for another five years, and
that actually very much more prob-
ably would be required: . Continuing,
Herr Erzberger made several allu-
sions to the burdens which this gemr-
eration was creating for subsequent
ones by the policy of spending far
beyond its income.

Herr Sydow said he also was shock-
ed by the prospect of having to bor-
row $250,000,000 and he declared that
the empire must, ‘under all circum-
stances abandon its borrowing policy.

The committee adopted Herr Pass-
ches’ proposal that the government
present an amortization  scheme:

Scott Act in Fredericton.

Frédericton, N. B., April 30.—After
the ‘sharpest contest and the largest
vote ever cast in this city, the elec-
tors, to-day ~-deeided to retain -the
Scott Act by 178 majority. Many im-
personations - were attempted, and
some were successful. Two men were
arrested charged with illegal/ voting.
To-night the temperance peodple are
holding a jollification, and ‘many bon-
fires are blazing to celebrate the vic-
tory. i

Seeks Relief from Vatican.
Rome, April 30.—Efforts are being
made by the Prince De Chimay to ob-
tain . from the vatican an’ anhulment
of his marriage with Miss -Clara
Ward, later Mme. Riggo and Mme,

Ricclard.

of Justice Finds. Objection: to|.

| @irection from ‘'adjdcent ‘points: '

TO ESTABLISH FERRY
AT ESOUIMALT HARBOR

H. :D. Helmcken Outlines: a
Scheme to Give-Metchosin
People Transportation

(From Saturday’s  Daily) ;

The residents of the Metchosin dis-
trict want a ferry ‘system established
across Esquimalt harbor giving them
regular connection with Victoria by
water. - They state that such a thing
would save #hern considerable time,
and no little expense, in reaching the
centre of the business section of the
city. Al present small boats make the
trip at irregular . intervals, it being
impossible to tell when one may be
leaving, the result of which is an un-
certainty, sometimés exceedingly in-
convenieﬁt.

Early in the week 2 aeputation from
that section, headed by H. D. Hel-
mcken, waited on the provincial gov-
ernment with the object of enlisting
their assistance in the construction of
a landing at the foot of Belmonte road
for the accommodation-of the boat it
is - contemplated putting on the run.
Yesterday Mr. Helmcken stated that
their reception was cordial, that the
members. of the executive ecouncil
seemed .favorably impressed with the
project, and promised that the matter
would be taken under serious consid-
eration,

Mr. Helmckeef is of the opinion that
the undertaking, if carried through,
should prove' a  boom both to those
living in the agricultural districts to
the east of Victorla and to citizens
generally. It would bring the two
districts into closer touch with each
other, facilitating the interchange of
business, and render the farming
country of Metchosin more attractive
to outsiders.

The intention, at the outset, was to
introduce  the scheme on a small scale;
The boats that would be placed on
the route this summer would have ac-
commodation for the carrying of pas-
sengers alone, He looked forward to
the time arriving, at no distant date,
when it would be found that the
growth of traffic necessitated the aug-
mentation of the scope of the ferry.
By this he meant the sécuring of the
service of wessels which would be able
to transpert wagons, small driving ve-
hicles and freight. He: felt sure that
it ‘would not be long-before the rela-
tion of Victoria proper and that part
east of Esquimalt. harbor would bear
practically the same relation to each
other 'as did Vancouver and North
Vancouver. And there was nothing
that would tend so largely < to  the
bringing -about of such a condition as
the introduction. of transportation fa-
cilities that would put the farmers ih
gonllp'aratlvely close touch with Vie-
oria.

PRAVINGIAL MUSEUM
WILL BE OPEN SNDAY

Curator. Kermode -Announces
. -Arrangement for Conveni-
%« ence of Tourists

~The provincial museum will be open
to.the general public from- 2 to 5
o’clock every Sunday - afternoon
throughout the summer months com-
mencing on the ' 3rd inst. Curator
Kermode announces that this arrange-
ment has been: made more particularly
for the convenience of the large num-
bers . of tourists, from the Sound and
elsewhexge, Who spend but'a short time
in ‘the city and are desirous of seeing
as,mqlgh a8, possible In the brief time
at thelr -disposal.” . . s -
. ‘He states  that ‘last Sunddy there
were- many callers refused”admissjon
to -the-building. ' The San Francisco
steamer ‘happened to come in that
afternoon:iand it appeared .that the
passengers made directly for the mus~
eum,  ‘Also the' very  evident  growing
popularity..of ‘Victoria ‘as a week-end
resort -of ' the people. 6f Seattle,. Ta-
-comaa, and. other Sound-cities..made it
almost imperative that' everything
‘practicable should .be. done for: their
entertainment. 8

. It.was these reasons that had in-

sion. < As ‘had been the case 'in the
past the legislative buildings . in . gen-,
eral would be open during the same
“hours as -specified on: ‘Sunddy. . Thus
it"would‘be. possible ‘fof the transcient)
tourists 0. take in.not only the:build-
ing, butialso. ylew the“interior of' the|
-entiee" structure, - the :beauty of "which,
without doubt, -had had a material ef-
fect 'in--the -incréasing travel’ in this

o Amelia: Bingham's' lliness

New . York, :April 30.—Amelfa’ Bing-
ham, the actress, was in a decidedly
critical condition today, "according to
a  statement by her husband, Lloyd
Bingham. Mrs. Bingham was taken
ill with peritonitis on Sunday. On
Sunday night she submitted fo a sur-
gical operation, and Mr. Bingham said
today that a relapse followed. She
has taken -no ' nourisnment- for five
days., Mrs, Bingham's physician ‘to-
night stated that the actress' condition
was more favorable than at any time
since the operation was performed
last Sunday and that unless unfore-
seen complications ‘ensued, there was
no reason why complete ' recovery
should not be expected,

Saskatoon Progressive

Saskatoon, Sask., May 1.—The Sas-
katoon citizens- most -emphatically de-
cided in ‘favor of the forward meve-
ment inangurated by the city council,
carrying all the money by-laws by a
large -majority. The by-laws carried
provide for a municipal hotel, fire hall
and equipment and a traffic roadway
on‘the new C. P. R. bridge, involving
an e‘xpendlture of over $200,000. &

Breaking Ottawa Strike.
Ottawa, May 1.—Peter Lyall &
Sons, who are erecting the new Y.M.
C.A. building, 4nd who are delayed by
the strike of bricklayers and laborers,
this ' morning Amported a carload of
men from < Montreal, who started to
work Iimmediately on their arrival

The local labbr men are-angry.

Chambly Shooting Case.
Montreal,” May l—George Wilson,
who on Monday shot and killed Win-
celas Fortin at Chambly in rmistake
for a highwayman, was remanded this
morning by Judge Choquette for a
voluntary statement.- Application will
be made to the court of sessions fop
bail for Wilson. ;
Mount Etna in' Eruption
Messina, April 30.—~Mount Etna is
now in active eruption. At night the
contrast between flames from its cone

fluenced the government in their decj~}

BOAT’S FURNISHING

s ST W L, )

Silken Draperies, Matting, Etc., ¥or
Japanese Craft for Gorge Eate
Leaving Ja’p‘gh ;

: s

The builders of thefapanése’ house-
boat which is being completed in the
upper harbor for service on the waters
off the Gorge park are disappointed.
They ordered a large amount of silken
draperies, fancing matting, shades, etc.,
from Japan, which are to be used in
the .decoration of their new craff, ‘an
enlarged sampan which will be used
as a floating tea-hbuse, and word has
been received by K. Nishimoto, head
of the workers who are constructing
the craft that these furnishings were
not-ready to be shipped from Yoko-
hama on -board- the steamer. Tosa
Maru which sailed on Wednesday for
this. port and on.which it was ex-
pected the draperies and’other wares
would be forwarded. The delay is a
great disappointment to the Japanese
who had ‘counted on having the fur-
nishings for their craft in time. for use
on the Gorge on Victoria Day. They
intend ‘to secure temporary furnish-
ings to'replace ‘those coming from
Japan until they: arrive. .

The houseboat, ‘which draws but a
few inches of water and is" typically
Japanese, is being completed, and is
expected to be ready for use. in about
ten days. The gasoling launch to be
used in' towing the craft -has been
launched and taken to a boathouse. in
the inner harber. to have a Union
engine of 12 horse power installed.
Arrangements are under way for a
race between some local motor boats
to be held shortly and the Japanese
propose to entér this vessel.

SHIPPING TRUST ON
THE PACIFIC OCEAN

Representative Humphreys of United
States Congress Speaks on Pro-
posed Ship Subsidies

Representative Humphreys = in a
speech on ‘shipping subsidies, said:

“A trust exists upon _the Pacific
ocean. It is called the ‘Shipowners’
International Union’ It represents
more  than 1,300,000 tons-—practically
all the sail tonnage on . the Pacific
ocean. It 'is composed of English,
German and Frerch ships. It " is
open and frank In its purposes. It
makes no attempt to conceal its ob-
jects. Its rules and regulations have
been printed and can be easily obtain-
ed. A year ago I inserted a copy of
this agreement in the Congressional
Record. As set forth in the agreement
the prinicpal object. of this ship trust
is to raise freight.rates.from Ameri-
can ports.. In its 'declared purpose it
has been almost suceessful." It has in-
-creased the freight on a ton'of wheat
from Seattle to Europe from $1.25 to
$5.62 per -ton. ' Any ship is free to
charge such rates as it may think best
for carrying Ireight from Europe to
this’‘country; *dutrany -vessel . that
charges less than.-the minimum price
fixed by the trust for carrying freight
from an American port is subjected -to
the heavy fine 0f (B8 per .ton on -the
dead -weight capacity -of the vessel.

“There is another trust on the Pa-
cific: ocean on the other side, over in
Maanila.  Thig Is 8 mbination :of for-
eign” ships -and tfsh ‘ metchants:
When an Amer ssel ‘goés into.
Manila harbor, &
rates drop .10, 20 'or 80
to any extént to‘'make it unprofitable
for the ship to!iearry a cargo.. No
sobner does  the i American ship, on
leaving, - disappear:below 'the horizon
than. freight rates:go back:to . their
normal conditien.. This- trust  has
driven  every- American -vessel from

©4rTy government  supplies.”

ARTIFIGIAL RAISING

" OF BAPER PRIGES

Publishers' Reb-res}enft‘ati.v‘e Ar-
gues That Duty Must Be
- Tomowd

..~ Washington,: May {.~TPestifying to-
;i:.y‘ betg;e the: dﬂausq' selgdt commit-

6.on the WwWoo nul.x? ~and . paper in-
- yestigation,  Medfil. ’ch_-zn?ck, pub-
| lisher of the Chitago ‘ Tribune, ex-
blained’ 'his severll: paper-. contracts
of the last ten years, and said that
‘although he had aifive year contract,
with one year 'yét 'to . rum,’,with the
International Paper company, the price
l;xads;n;%p raised from $1.85 per hundred
0.$2.20.

Further evidence ' was submitted
by John Norris, represemting the
American Newspaper Publishers’ as-
sociation, in suppdrt of the associa-
tion’s claim that there is a combina~
tion agreement in- restraint of trade
among the papér.makers.

“You claim,” ‘Mr. Mann said, re-
suming his questioning of Mr. Nor-
ris, which had been interrupted by the
recess, “that the advance is in part
causéd by an' artificial combination,
that there i3 an artificial price, that it
is fostered by the tariff, and you think
we ought to recommend- & removal ‘of
the tariff. But suppose it.should ap-
pear that the enhancement in price
is caused by normal congditions, by a
natural increase in the cost of mater-

combination, do you think then wg

tariff ?”

Mr. Norris said that was such an
impossible hypothesis that he could
not give an answer that would clearly
state his mind. He had said the pub-

whole proposition on  the fact that
there not only was a combination, but
that the prices: which ‘were charged
were absolutely without justification.
The statements of the manufacturers,
he sald, as to the cost of production,
were absolutely ‘untrue.. . Answering
a suggestion of Mr. Simuns, that even
if the facts stated were “true, the
courts would be able to” deal with the
situation, Mr. Norris said . the full
measure of relief desired by the pub-
lishers could not be obtained without

.{ the removal of the tariff.

. Mr. Norris gave. testimony showing
the existence of a boxboard pool,
which he said collapsed In April of
_the. present year, when prices fel
to $10 a ton. Since then, he said,
there had been an extremely lively
compstition in that line.

An adjournment was taken until; 10
o'clock tomorrow morning.

Hdall Licenses Cut Off, :
Ottawa, April ¥ 30.—Hull Council
having refused to: reduce the number

and the snow-capped mountains {is
most picturesque. - et

-

o& licenses in that A_"vmax_e, the provin-
o ik N Y &y " . o -

Manila except two; and these are able’
to: go only becausé they :very:largely

ial and labor, and:not by reason of -a:

ought to recommend a rémoval of the

lishers would substantially rest their;

TGROWN PREPARES GASE

HAVE BEEN DELAYED{'

 AGAINST DYNAMITER

to Be™Tried This
Month

(From Saturday's Daily)

On -May 26, Greenwood will be the
scene 'of what promises to. be one
of the most sensational murder trials
in the annals of the province, when
Antonto Ceddio, the Italian, arrested
at Salt Lake City and brought back
{ by Provincial Constable Davitt, of Nel-

'

+| son, will be arraigned for the murder

| of Louise King. The \girl, daughter
of the proprietor of the Canada Hotel,
at Niagara, B.C., was killed on Novem-
ber 28; 1906, in a dynamite outrage,
the principal perpetrator of which is
. believed to have been 'Ceddio. The
hotel was almost completely wrecked
by the heavy charge of dynamite, and
besides the death of the girl several
bystanders were badly injured.

Ceddio, it is alleged, enraged at be-
ing told to keep away from the-place
and desist th_his attentions to the girl,
planned the outrage. After the killing
of Miss King, the Italian made good
his ‘escape and fled across the border,
eventually arriving at Spokane ‘where
he resided for some time and later
went on to Salt Lake City. In Spo-
kane the provincial authorities obtain+
ed a cue to his whereabouts and he
was arrested early this year.

The attorney generals: department
has been busy getting the case for
the prosecution ready and it is be-
lieved that when Ceddio is put on
trial there will be 4 strong case
against him. A large number of wit-
nesses will be called, probably fifteen
or twenty,) 'several of whom will be
brought from the American side.

NEW GENERAL MANAGER

George Higbee, Formerly- of Moran
%ards, Reported to Be New
Manager of P. C. 8. 8. Co.

In well informed circles the rumor
was, current in Seattle yesterday that
George  Higbee has been appointed
general manager for the Pacific Coast
Steamship: Company. No official con-
firmation could be had, but generally
steamship men placed considerable
credence in the rumor,

Mr. Higbee is a steamship man of
wide - experince, having Tecently re-
signed from the presidency of the
Moran Company. Heé came from the
Atlantic coast to assume the execu-
tive office, but left that company ‘sev-
eral months ago.

The position of general manager of
the Pacific Coast Company has been
vacant since W. C. Farrington resign-
ed some time ago on account of ill-
heglth. e i

MAGAZINE EXPLOSION
 SINKS TRAINING SHiP

Serious Disaster o Japanese
Navy Oceurs at Pescadores
: “Islands ‘

Tokie.” ‘April 30.—Admiral * Yoshi-
matsu, commandér of the  training
squadron, reports that an explosion oc-
curred in the. stern magazine of the
cruiser Matsuhima at 4.08 o’clock this
meorning “while ‘anéhoring at Makanga
harbor, ih the Pescadoregislands. - The
Matsuhima “fmmediately - sank “until

rescue- by ‘boats
Hashaidate ‘and “the: Itdykushima ‘con~
tinued 'until 9 a.m., saving the lives of
42 men, jncluding some -officers. - The
majority of the officers were not saved.

At the time of the admiral’s report

a complement of 300. 'It is-feared all
are lost.
vice minister of the foréign office, and
Prince Qyama, field marshal’ - are
among the missing ‘men. ~Capta.
Yokimori and Yasbiro are also thought
to be lost. The cause of the explosion
is. unknown. ; :

The Pescadores islands, the_scene

of the catastrophe, are a-‘low. island
group between Formosa - and - China.
They belonged to China ~until : 1893,
when they were -céded to Japan..
- The = Matsuhima is a protected
cruiser. . She was built in:1900. Her
displacement is 4,237 tons, length 295
feet. She has two decks, and twelve
gun positions. - Her -armament .con-
sisted jof ‘one’ 12.6 ineh Canet gun;, 26
quick-firing"~ guns. and . six . machine
guns.. She had also four torpedo tubes.
Her complement is given in the books
of record as 350 men. If the cruiser
had 300 mer..on board at the time of
the accident“l%ﬂ men lost their lives:
The Matsuhima :took part -in the
" Russo<Japanese war, she was instru-
mental in November, 1904, in sending
“Russian torpedo boats that. were at-
tempting to escape. from Port Arthur
to the bottom.

Accidents in the Japanése navy are
‘rare. ‘There ‘was an  explosion - of
powder on board the ship, Kashima
last September, in which twenty-seven
men: were killed,“and in September,
1905, the battleship Mikasa,  which
was Admiral Toge’s flagship in the
Russo-Japanese . .war, was . parﬂally
destroyed by fire and the explosion
of her-magazine at Sasebd. No.men

«tJost their lives in-: this accident.

Washington, D.C., April 30.—Baron
Takahira, the Japanese ~ ambassador;
was about to ‘leave for the state de-

Matsuhima. It was the first news
the -ambassador had recefved of the

“over ‘the ocgurrence.

officials at Tokio evidentiy are ob-

disaster.

the morning from the American naval
attache at Tokio. G o
Speculation among naval
leads 'to the conclusion that the ex-
plosion. occurred in the “stern maga-
zine, and was caused by either a de-

or deterforating in the stock of smoke-
less .powder, affected by heat.  That
thé explosion could have been caused

slightest credencée here, .

the Japanese - embassy from - Tokio
‘officers, twenty-four
non-commissioned

the crew. #

cadets, seven

Alleged Stayer of Louise King/

only/the bridge was Visible, Efforts at]
from: ‘the - cruiser

the cadets aboard numbered:58 ‘out of|slackness .of business.
The sons .of. Baron Chinda,

partment ‘today when a reporter of
“the -AsSociated Press showed him the
‘despatch from Tokio telling of the loss
of life by the explosion of the cruiser
tragedy, and he expressed deep regret

With the usual . caution the naval
faining all the information possible
before giving out a full report of the

No  repert of the explosion
reached the navy department- during

exherts
fective electric wire, an electric fuse

from without the ‘ship is given not the

A despatch to the. naval attache ‘of
says that those saved included thiee Jt‘zgu 2&;. %;miﬁa?mﬁeyd?:ﬁmg
officers and 141 of|e | oa

'SUNBURST BRINGS
-~ -HALIBUT TO PORT’

Japanese Fishermen Took Ten and a
‘Half Tons of Fish Off the"Van-
couver Island Coast

The fishing schoon&r Sunburst, &
gasoline auxiliary- schooner which car-
ries a dozen local Japanese fishermen
with four dories, returned to port yes-
terday morning ‘with ten and a half

locally. Bad weather was encountered
during the cruise and the fishermen
had- but fours days on  the ‘halibut
grounds off the west coast of: the
island.  Fishing camps were establish-
ed by Capt Furokawa at Uclulet where
Indians ‘will engage in taking halibut
for the Japanese fishing boat, which
will call at the camps for the catches
when returning with its own catch.

The Sunburst started from Bark-
ley sound homebound on Thursday, but

decided to run back for shelter. The
vessel came home when the wind
died down arriving at Porter’s wharf
yesterday ‘morning. :

Preparations: are- now being made
for another cruise.

TWO STEAMERS
" LEFT LAST NIGHT

Amur Goes to Queen Charlotte
Islands and Tees to the
West Coast

(From - Saturday’s Daily)

With full complements of -passen-
gers two steamers sailed last. night
from: the C.P.R. wharf, the steamer
Amur, Capt. Locke; for Naas, Prince
Rupert, Port Essington, Skidegate
and other Queen Charlotte island

Townsend, -for Ahousaht and. way!
ports of the west coast of Vancouver
island. Both steamiers had good :car-
goes, the Amur taking machinery for
some of the mines near Jedway, stores
and supplies for Skeena river points,
and cannery supplies. The Tees took
stores for the whajng stations ..and
general . provisions for coa_st settle-
ments. : : :

Among the passengers bgoked on: ;he-
Amur from-this port-were: S. G. Mar-
ling, L. Knauss, Miss Butler, Mrs. L.
Priestly, A, B. Plumm, W. B. Dor-
ward, S. C. Hayden, A. White, H.
Gashland, J. Boyd, I.. Arbuckle, T. H.
Pergelly, J. Livingstone, T. 'S. Gore;
and Messrs. -Budge, Young, ® Harper,
Beadle, Heal, ; R

The .passengers of the Tées includ-
ed Capt. S. Balcom, manager of the
Pacific Whaling Company, -bound to
Sechart; Mrs. Williams, E. T. Jen-
nings, A.-Smith, C. Teman, Miss . No-
bles Mrs, Jardnian, J. ‘O. McDonald, J.
Bick E. O- Harris, W. B. Gerrard, H.
C: Brewster, M.P.P.,"who is making a
business trip to hig cannery dt Clayo-
quot; J. J. McKerra, Miss Morrison,
0. Jacobsen, . and. Messrs. . .Jackson,
Goss and thirty ‘mehn:‘to land at Ban-
field creek to. join :the party of trail-
builders taken to the island coast by

the 'steamer Cas

# ‘Canadian

iTﬁ;ms, o :S%l;mwf‘ Reached By ‘thé’

orthern- Railway. and
Machinists' . :

Winnipeg, ‘April 30.—The’ Wage and
 worltinig-schedule -drawn up in accord=
‘arice with ‘the jagreement reached By
 the. “officials” he Canadian Northern
‘railway, and-the representatives of ‘the
comipany’'s $hop émployees Have -been
I'signed:; Thisagreement embodies con-
‘cessfons’.on both sides, one of the most
interesting of ‘which is a reduection of
\tWo: cents an hour for some. classes
.of. work, the men having given away
with  respect to the wage scale ‘after
‘fully - considering the representations
made by the officials on the prevailing.
ckr The  men. re-
-ceiving: a_quid pro quo in the way of
time and-classification. The ning-hour,
‘day. contines, with recognition of the
union, .. g »

MISSING - EIGHT YEARS
Wife of Man Who: Disappeared. From
Ngu Edmonton Seeks gogsonsioq"}_‘

‘of Property

. : - \ §
‘Edmonton, “April’’ 30.—Hight years
ago Joseph Kirk, 'who resided on the
northeast quarter of -section 14, town-
ship: 53, range-24 west, left for, Spo-
| kane. “He hag not been heard of since.
"to obtain possession of property, that
remains on the ground that . he 'is
dead. According to Canadian law, a
man missing seven years is considered
dead. - The Jqifficuldy in this . case;
however, is that no proof can be ob-
tained that the man is actually dead.
‘He 'left here in 1900 after selling his
farm for $1,600, and went to Spokane.
He arrived there and secured a
boarding.house. One evening he left
the '‘boarding house and .did not re-
.turn, and no trace of him has since
been fornd. About that time an un-
known man was found dead, but the
! chief of police of Spokane stated that
there was no resemblance between the
man found and the description  of
Kirk. k. 4

'HAVE WESTERN

Peter all and- Sons Or
Cob\);any to Conduct
" Business ¢

BRANCH-

anize Loﬁl
estern

Winnipeg, April 30.—In order to fa-
cilitate ?hg_ hagdling of their western
business, Peter Lyall & Sons, building
contractors. of Montreal, have - or-
ganized a local —company that will
have complete control of all the firm’s
work and -business interests.west of
the Great:lakes in this country. The
officers of the .company are Peter
Liyall, Sr., president; George A,
‘Mitchell, vice-president and general
managet; Peter Lyall, Jr, secretary
and treasurer. The cabital stock ' of
the company is $250,000. s

While the official .announcement has
not. vet been made; it is rumored here
that they will secure the contract for

is to cost over a million dollars. |

Train Robbers Succeed . - 4
Pittsburg, April 80.—Two men . se-
ereted on the New York and St. Louis
_express on the Pennsylvania railroad,
which left this city-at 9:56 p. m. -to-
night, .entered the express .car ‘at

overcame the express.

tons of halibut which was disposedof |

the- wind proved too heavy and it was |

péints, and the steamer - Tees, Capt. |

. Actiort .is' now being taken by his wife b

the Fort Garry union depot here, which |

TCHINESE BOY TAKES

HONORS AT el

Peter _Hin’g, -Educated in Vic-
toriay-Does Remarkably
fell in East

(From Saturday’s Daily)
The sticcess which he achieved qy,.
ing the course of his studies i )
local public'schools has been fo)
up ‘by Peter Hing, the Chinese
for whorh his former teachers
dicted’ a bright college carecer.
going through the ‘public. schools
and graduating from the high
Peter went to McGill coilege wh:
-is now taking a course in the |

sults of the past term’s exan

Peter,” who has completed his

year, came second in the rac

ors securing a first: rank,

standing, ‘and a scholarship

,being only beaten by a Canadi

who won the Alex Morris_ exhil,
Peter is now in Vancouver anc

spend his summer holidays on his

coast before returning to. McGill ¢,

resume his ‘studiés.  During his co

in the Central school here he sh

himgélf to be an industrious stu
whose dpplication to his studies

‘most  invariably. ' brought him ou

the top of his- class, and his s

at McGill, against the large n ¢

“of Canadian 'students, is'a source of

gratification to his Chinese friends ip

Victoria.

JAPANESE LINE WILL
START NEXT SUMMER

Officials ‘of Chicago, Milwaukee & st.
Paul Railroad Tell of Arrange-
ments for Service

The Osaka Shosen kaisha steamship
line to this port and Seattle will be
commenced next summer, according to
a .statement made by J. A. Hillang,
traffic director of the Chicago, Mil-
waukee & St. Paul railroad, and F. A.
 Miller,  general’ passenger agent of the
road, -who were. passengers to San
Francisco on the steamer Korea, ar-
‘riving on Thursday. They went to
Osaka to ‘make .arrangements with
Japanese steamship companies for fu-
ture passenger and freight service con-
nections at Seattle, the Western' ter-
minal  to -which the extension of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul road
is steadily rgaching. They practically
completed: a deal with the ©saka Sho-
shen .kaisha, a - Japanese .steamship
“‘company, which will put on the run to
Seattle next 'summer six passenger
steamships; which-are under construc-
tion. = This arrangement was approved
by the board of directors of the Japa-
.nese 'company,. and the 'promise made
that additional steamships, including
freighters, would be put on, so as to
have a complete service in time for the
Japanese world’s fair in 1912.

--ALBERTA PRESBYTERIANS
-Second _A\'r!,réqal ds‘.'“‘ig'l of the Provin.
a [
g i ﬁﬂgaﬁ'-ﬁﬁ»ﬁ"’?-'??ﬁ;?:i
s ableiiasiaary qs) 2N
Edmonton, April 30.—The  'second
nnual sessigh of the synod of the

A
“PreSbyterian ! church:®~“-An - Alberta
opened jits first. sitting <in .the Pres-

J.byterian church last evening, a large

number of ministers and elders from
all ‘parts of the. province being pres-

eRL, x sl Ly e :
~Principal Patrick, of’ Manitoba col-
lege, delivered ‘a very eloguent® open-
ing sermon.’ At the conclusion:of tha
sermon. some preliminary. business of
thé synod  was' transacted. ~Rev. Mr.
White, of Lacombe, was elécted mod-
eragtor. of the synod . for ‘the ensuing
year, and a committee was appolnted
to’arrange ‘a programme for ‘the ‘meet-
fng of ithe symod. - -
..The:synod held its first session this
morning in the First Presbyterian
chureh. Rev..Mr., White, M.A., of La-
combe, the mogderator, presiding. Rev.
‘Gavin Hamilton, of Cowley, was chos-
en - secretary. '°

- .<Rey, Dr. Shearer, of Torontp, was
the. firgt speaker, delivering an ad-
dress upon the vital need that exists

‘I'for ohurehmeén  té* take more active

.Jeadership in labor -affairs and to let
the workingman know of the church's
sympathy with
probxl’ems)." He ‘also - spoke about the
,gnestlon, of temperance. .

The Home Mission society, com-
posed ‘of ‘ ladies '‘of - the " Presbyterian
church, is holding its second annual
convention in the First Presbyterlan
church. i -« ; ;

'REGULATING HACKS

New éyl;w to' Be Enacted by Vancou-
ver Civic Authorities :s Result
; -~ of Conferenc -

Vancouver, April 30.—A conference
held - yesterday afternooh between
hackmen of the city and a ciyic com-
mittee, composed of - Ald: - Cavanagh
Calland and -Chief .of Police . Cham-
beriain. . As a result a new py-law
Tegulating the cab business will short-
ly, be introdueed. in the council :

Thre measure will cover the location
of cabstands, declare the tariffs which
‘may be charged . and in: general regu-
.late the (business in every way with-
in the power of the city. ; "

One point which "will be includ.ef
was. strongly insisted upon by Chie
Chamberlin to the efféct that all cab-
‘drivers must be:licensed and that the
registry of their licenses shall be m
the possession.of the police. ;

The question of the amended tariff
evoked considerable discussion, and
ended -in the preparation of a  pre-
liminary schedule of rates, based on
both a time and distance footing.
< In answer to .the. protest of tl{e
hackmen that the police were inter-
fering with their business through
Lpreventing cabs standing on ' mall
| streets while .waiting for customers, 1l
‘was agreed that on Granville street,
Hastings streét'and Westminster ave-
nue. cabs sheuld be allowed: to stand
for thirty minutes waliting for cus-
‘tomers transacting business. Aftcl
that time: the ‘drivers should proceed
;around the block.

Threatened With Destruction
‘Gratton; W: Va., April 30.—The town
of Towlesh .« W.~Va., on the Baj:
‘timore_and Ohio_railroad, about -
‘miles of here, is threatehed with des-
‘truction by fire which started late to-
night, 5 y ’

" Rough Times in Martinique
. Fort.de France, Island of Martin-
ique, . April .30.—Several persons were
killed and a number wounded in 2

‘political  disturbance here yesterday

messenger .
scaped with: four "sealed bags . con-
daining currency. . : :

afternoon.. Qne of these killed was the
‘mayor of Fort de France, {

them in solving - their
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