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War Issues
In the Commons

MBTHÜBN ON THE ENEMY.

British" General Speaks With Gratifica
tion on the Absence of Vin

dictive Feeling.

Capetown, March 15.—Lord Methuen, 
speaking at the town hall, Kimberley, 
tc-day, said: “ Although some of the 
enemy’s men were guilty of dastardly 
tricks, we must remember that their 
army is not organized with the same 
discipline as our own. I never wish to 
meet a braver general than Cronje, and 
never served in a war where there was 
less vindictive feeling between the two 
armies than in this one."

FRENCH STUDENTS’ FOLLY.

They Shattered Windows of British Con
sulate and Are Gaoled and Fined.

Bordeaux, March 16.—As an outcome 
of the recent riotous demonstration 
against the British consulate here, when 
the windows of the consulate and the 
consul’s residence were shattered by 
stones, the three ringleaders of the mob; 
two students and a clerk were sentenced 
to-day to short terms and fines and to 
pay the costs of the prosecution.

MAFEKING’S BRAVE FIGHT.

Four Miles of Trenches to Enable 
Pedestrians to Avoid the 

Boer Missiles.

Bloemfontein’s 
Cause For Joy

Dublin andA WORRIED CRITIC.

Cannot Imagine Any Satisfactory Plan 
For Boer Commander-in-Chief.

March 17—Mr. Spencer 
Wilkinson in the Morning Post says: 
“ The difficulty now is to imagine a 
satisfactory plan of operation for the 
Boer commander-in-chief. At an out
side estimate his available forces can 
hardly be 40,000 men. The Boer posi
tions will all be turned before a frontal 
attack is made. To await the frontal 
attack will be to risk capture. The 
only plan to avoid it will be a hasty re
treat.”

Then proceeding to discuss various 
possibilities of the Boers. Mr. Wilkin
son arrives at the following conclusion: 
“ The best that the Boers can hope for 
it to gain time. There is no chance of 
their being abl# to restore the equili
brium. or to turn the balance in their 
own favor. By gaining time they may 
hope for some foreign intervention or 
complication. Great Britain must, 
therefore, push the war with the utmost 
vigor, and must not spare any effort to 
keep the navy and the home defence 
forces in the utmost efficiency, ready 
for any emergency.”

The Burghers
Are Coming In. Queen’s Visit

London, ------------- London, March 16.—Further
_ _ - AKi-i-i I has reached the outside world from
Corporation Prepare for Official Mafekingi dated Friday, March 9, show- 

Welcome Befitting the i„g that though the garrison was in
Great Occasion. I

appreciated at home.

news

Prompt "Refusal of Intervention 
Applauded—Answer to the 

Johannesburg Threat.

Citizens Feared Violence of 
Transvaalers and Welcomed 

British as Friends.

Roberts Reports That by Hun. 
dreds They Accept Terms 

of Proclamation.
was

Mass Meeting Called to De- t™' «“TesVteH^mJa<!f
nounce the Preparations Sarah Wilson in Mafeklng, dated March

Proves Utter Failure, I 4"« The siege drags its weary course.
The shelling has been less severe in the 
last few days, but bullets are much

„ . -- i*n meetine in 1 more plentiful in the streets, makingDublin, March 16.—At a meeting m ^ about a work of danger.
the Mansion House to-day, the Lord 1 The town jH gradually assuming the 
Mayor presiding, a comthittee was ap- appearance of a gigantic rabbit warren, pointed Pto fittingly receive Hf^yJfeïSÏlS 

and £1,400 was subscribed for decora-1 *t8,Pandbomb-vroof shelters to resort 
tions. . to when the shelling is heavy.

Dublin, March 16.-A mass meeting “The latest triumph is a five-inch was summoned this evening to denounce U made ^by

the act of the corporation in 1“ Respecting the former, some takenaddress to the Queen, but it wasalmost a {rgJ[ jamegon’s column at'Dornkop by 
fiasco. Only a few hundred were pre Boers were fired into town. They
sent at the time and the gathering never collected, melted down, re-cast
amounted to more than three thousand again paying a visit to the
The majority were attracted out of sheer nnu ustu. s
curiosity, rather than out of eyn\Patl*5’- “As regards foodstuffs the town can 
John Daly, Mayor of Limerick, address- ^ out |or some time if reqmred to do 
ed the meeting and seconded the résolu- but only with the greatest economy, 
tion, which was adopted, protesting ^ soup kitchen which was started to- 
against the corporation s decision. \ supplied by horses, dogs, etc., will

After the meeting broke up about five “ay^"p£r li(KK) natives daily. The 
hundred persons marched past the Ma ^-t^ves have large herds of cattle, but 
sion House, but there were no disorders. | nQt gell any unless in exchange for

-------------------------- - food. Under the circumstances it
GERMANY TO KRUGER. would be unwise to commandeer the

-----  _ ,, cattle. Hence the outlook is an anxious
Why the Emperor’s Government Could one jf the siege shall be prolonged be- 

Not Urge the British to a | yond the date given.”
Settlement.

Boers’ Friends In England Ex
ercise Free Speech at Their 

Own Risk.

Press Correspondents the Un* 
official Couriers Between 

Camp and City.

Bloemfontein Once More Prac
tically In Rail Communica

tion With Capetown.

London, March 15.—In the House of 
Commons to-day; replying to Mr. Wil
liam Redmond, Irish Nationalist, who 
asked whether the government of the 
United States had offered its good offices 
to Her Majesty’s government with the 
view of bringing about peace in Africa, 
the government leader, Mr. A. J. Bal
four, said;

“ The United States charge d’affairs 
on March 13 communicated to Lord 
Salisbury the following telegram from 
Mr. Hay : ‘ By way of friendly and
good office, inform the British minister 
of foreign affairs that I to-day received 
a telegram from the United States con
sul at Pretoria, reporting that the gov
ernment of the South African Republic 
requests the President of the United 
States to intervene w'ith the view of a 
cessation of hostilities, and urging that 
a similar request has been made to the 
representatives of European powers. 
In communicating this request I am de-, 
sired by the President of the United 
States to express the earnest hope that 
a»way will be found to bring about 
peace, and to say that he would be glad 
in any friendly manner to aid in bring- I 
ing about the desired result.’ ”

The reading of this despatch was 
greeted with cheers from the Irish mem
bers.

Continuing, Mr. Balfour said: “Lord 
Salisbury requested Mr. White to con
vey the sincere acknowledgments of 
Her Majesty’s government to the gov
ernment of the United States for the 
friendly tone of their communication, 
and to say that Her Majesty’s govern
ment did not propose to accept the in
tervention of any power in the settle
ment of South African affairs.”

London, March 16—The Standard has 
the following despatch from Bloemfon
tein, dated Thursday, March 15:

“ The Transvaal authorities had defi
nitely made up their minds to surrender 
en Monday. A stormy meeting was 
held, presided over by Mr. Steyn, whom 
Mr. Fraser denounced as a coward, 
charging him with want of enough 
moral courage to accept the situation. 
The late President was, however, not 
to be persuaded, and when the meeting 
broke up he left for the north.

“ The occupation was extremely or
derly and well managed. The spec
tacle was most impressive when the 
Sixth Division marched through in 
grand style, notwithstanding that, like 
the rest of the army, they had covered 
40 miles in 27 hours.

“ Large numbers of the burghers are 
surrendering their arms. Many have 
lied to their homes. Others are trek
king to the east or the north with their 
cattle and goods.

“ During the last few days the inhab
itants of Bloemfontein had been in 
deadly fear of the violence of the Trans
vaalers, and consequently the city re
sembles rather a relieved than a cap
tured town.

“ Mr. Wessels, president of the raad, 
has gone to England to solicit public 
sympathy and to plead for the inde
pendence of the Free State.”

A CORRESPONDENT’S STORY.

London, March 16.—Lord Roberts has 
sent the following despatch to the war
office:

“ Bloemfontein, Friday, March 16.— 
Gen. Clements crossed the Orange river 

Repairs to the railwayyesterday.
bridge at Norval’s Pont have com
menced, and it will shortly be ready for
traffic.

“ Gen. Pole-Carew telegraphs his ar
rival at Springfontein, so that Bloem
fontein is now practically in rail com
munication with Capetown.

“My proclamation is already having 
an excellent effect.
burghers have expressed their intention 
to surrender their arms and return to

“The resident commissioner of Basuto- With Railway to Cape IlitaCt
Roberts Can Move Forward 

At Will.

Mistakes Of
The Campaign

The Advance
On Transvaal.Several hundred

Lord Roberts Thinks Gatacre 
Was to Blame for Disaster 

At Stormberg,land reports that 800 Boers lately ar
rived from Bloemfontein, and that a 
further contingent" from Aliwal North 
was only waiting to know the terms 06 
my proclamation to surrender. They 
had refused to attend a council at 
Kroonstadt, to which President Steyn 
had summoned them.”

London, March 17.—The Daily Mail 
has the following despatch from Lorenzo 
Marques dated Friday. March 16:

“Entrenching is proceeding on the Vaal 
river at Vaneying.

“Late arrivals from Pretoria say that 
the Boers themselves now admit that 
their cause is hopeless. General Lucas 
refuses to fight again, and has returned 
to his farm. General Schalkburgher has 
also returned and the burghers are go
ing home by hundreds.”

-------------o-------------
RHODES IN CRITICAL MOOD.

Says Boer Numbers Have Been Exag
gerated to Explain British 

Reverses.

London, March 17.—The Daily Mail 
publishes an interview this morning 
with Mr. Rhodes, secured by Mr. Julian 
Ralph, in the course of which, com
plaining of the home authorities, Mr. 
Rhodes declared that there had been 
only 30,000 Boers in the field altogether, 
and that the foreign mercenaries were 
only about 15,000. The numbers of 
the Boers, he said, had been exaggerat
ed in order to explained the British re
verses.
FORWARDED BY TRAIN LOADS.

Two Thousand Men of the Guards Bri
gade Hastening to Join Gatacre.

iBethulie Bridge Camp, March 15.— 
Gen. Clements’ brigade has effected a 
junction with Gatacre’s troops at Burgh- 
earsdorp.

A patrol left to-day for Aliwal North 
*o join hands with Gen. Brabant.

London. March 15.—The war office has 
received the following from Lord Rob
erts:

“Bloemfontein, Thursday, March 15 
(7:55 p.m.)—Gen. Gatacre crossed the 
Orange river and occupied Bethulie this 
morning.

“Gen. Reginald Pole-Carew, with two 
thousand men of the Guards Brigade, 
two guns and a small body of Mounted 
Infantry left here in three trains this, 
morning to join hands with Gen. Gatacre 
and Gen. Clements. He had passed 
[Bethany by 4:40 p.m., without meeting 
•opposition, having been able to siqiply 
from his troops engine drivers, firemen, 
fitters, moulders, smiths, carpenters, etc.”’:

BOERS OUT OF CONTROL.

Commandant Tenders Apology For 
Excesses—Brabant’s Poor 

Equipment.

Methuen on the Sad Day of 
Magersfonteln—A Costly 

Retirement*.
Burghers Planned to Have Steyn 

Surrender But by Ruse 
He Escaped.

O
Pretoria, Wednesday, March 14-Via TQ LCd(J GllOfdS 

Lorenzo Marques, March 16.—The Ger-
consnl has handed the following I -.1.» Drpfofln

despatch to President Kruger: I IIIIV rlClUIIO
“ The government of Germany and 

Emperor William will be gladly ready
t0 the*Sfundàmentàî p“rin“ “ sTh Roberts’ Promise to Gallant Brl-
are apparent—as soon as it is demon- (jade— He Soothes the 
strated that both opponents desire u,
mediation. Whether the desire al-1 DOCr Wounded, ~jv -■ I
ready exists on the British ‘ side can be 
found by the republics on direct inquiry 
at London or through the good offices 
of a third government which has no 
important interests of us own to con
sider in such affair. The latter assump
tion is qualified with a number of na
tions and outside Europe, but not with 
Germany. Any such step on the part 
of the German government would
awake suspicions of having other than London, March 16.—Lord 
humanity in view. The increased mis- made a quaint speech to the Guards at 
trust thereby engendered would not pro-1 Bloemfontein to-day when, in his con- 
mote a peaceable settlement The re- gratulatory words, he expressed pride on 
quest of the republics to transmit their their splendid march of 88 miles in 28 
appeal for mediation to the Austro- hours, and gave ample assurance of hie 
Hungarian and Swiss governments, ultimate design. “I have not been able 
whose interests are watched by the Ger- to march into Bloemfontein at the head 

consulate, has been immediately 0f the brigade as I intended, said Rob
erts. “I promise you, however, that I 
will lead you into Pretoria.”

Roberts reports that he found seven
__  British officers and forty-three men

Annexes Orange Free State on Learn- wounded in the hospital at Bloemfontein,
* 1 and that they had been well cared for.

He adds: “I rejoiced the wounded Boers 
by telling them they would be allowed 

—— „ * , to proceed to their homes instead of be-
Bethulie, Orange Free State, March -mg made prisoners as soon as they can 

15.—Gen. Gatacre on arriving here leave the hospital.” 
found that all the Boers had fled. The It was officially annoxmeed to-day that 
town was nearly deserted, the Dutch the British casualties at 
having trekked on hearing of the occu- March 10 were 62 men killed and 321 
pation of Bloemfontein. wounded, including one Canadian wound

It is believed that the Boers retired ed. ■ .__. .
in the direction of Dewitsdorp. The General Brabant s column having__
telegraph is open to Springfield. ed the Orange Kiver after »

It is understood here that President march at Aliwal North on Sunday, and 
Kruger two days ago annexed the General Clements column being across 
Orange Free State to the South African at Vansyl, the three "MSS
Republic an army of 12,000 to 15,000 men, whichp ' expected to replace the forces of Rob

erts at, Bloemfontein, as he pushes north
ward. Just where the Boers will attempt 

Irish Flag to Float Over City Hall-Sir to oppose that march is an..
question, but it cannot be easily answer
ed until Joubert is definitely located.

Bloemfontein, March 13.—As Lord 
Roberts was being conducted to the town 
to-day by the deputation of officials

ORawa, March 16,-The city c°^cils I greeted'by crowds wavffiFhan^kerchTete 
of Ottawa and Toronto have decided to and displaying the utmost enthusiasm 
fly the Irish flag from the cjty halls to- and cordiality. Lord Roberts entered 
morrow. the market square, thence he proceeded

Col. Prior has wired the president of to the presidency, which he entered from 
the Sons of Erin at Victoria expressing the front. The garden of the late Presi- 
his hope for the success of their célébra- dent's pretty house was entered by the 
tion to-morrow. crowd which broke out with tremendous

The difficulty over unopposed motions energy into “God Save the Queen, 
was disposed of to-day. Sir Charles Immediately after the ceremony was 
Tupper suggested a modus vivendi, and over Lord Roberts appointed Gen. Bret- 
Sir Wilfrid receded from his untenable tyman governor, and then visited the 
position. gaol, where he released four prisoners,

The report is current that the govern-1 who refused to fight against the British, 
ment has selected an imperial officer to I Then that portion of the troops neces- 
succeed Gen. Hutton. Col. Prior asked sary to man the northern heights .began 
if the report is true, but Sir Wilfrid to march through the town amid the 
Laurier said he was not able to answer cheers of the people. When the horse 
the question to-day. batteries passed the contrast between the

The debate on Mr. RusselVs preferen- well-fed citizen# and the exhausted and 
tial resolution was continued to-day, the worn-out gunners, who sat on their 
government speakers consuming much horses and carriages without a sign or 
time. Dr. Montague delivered an elo- emotion, was most striking, 
quent address. By this time the plain outside was

Mr. Fielding declined to eay when the gradually filling. Infantry regiments and 
budget will be brought down, confirming immense transport convoys seemed to 
the general belief that the government is overran the ground like water, uradu- 
marking time. ally out of the chaos order emerged, as

_ o_____ -— I each brigade and transport established
MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST, itself in its proper position in long 

—— I straight lines, miles in extent. r rom
Survivor of the Edmonton Trail—Called the higher kopje near the town to far

beyond could be seen the long yellow ser
pent representing regiment after regiment 
of khaki-clad troops marching on the 
town.

man
London, March 16.—Lord Roberts, in 

transmitting General Gatacre’s report of 
the Stormberg defeat, gives his views 
thus: “This failure was mainly due to 
reliance on inaccurate information .re
garding the ground to be traverse to the 
position held by the Boers, to the em
ployment of too small a force and the 
men being tired by a long night’s march 

Load and prolonged cheering fol- j before they came in contact with the 
lowed this announcement. At the con- .. , .elusion of Mr. Balfour’s speech Mr. ! enemy. When it became evident, short- 
Redmond asked whether intervention ly after midnight, that the guides were 
was not allowed in the case of Vene- leading the column in the wrong direc-
"îfc Balfour, replying to Sir Henry tion, I consider Gataere should have halt- 
Campbell-Bannerman, the opposition an<^ endeavored to find a proper road, 
leader—who asked whether, in view of or should have fallen back on Molteno, 
the numerous recent disturbances at rather than have risked the safety of the 
S"»? oî° directed entire force by following a route which 
against the persons and property of in- brought the troops into difficult ground, 
dividuals because of their war opinions, commanded on both sides by Boers.”
as^o'ho^Sj'and'by^whoi^the disturb- METHUEN ON MAGERSFONTBIN. 
ances were organized and what qfeps London, March 16.—The London Ga- 
wonld be taken to prevent their recur- zette this evening publishes, Gen. Lord 
rence—said that every case of disturb- Methuen’s report of the action at Magers- 
ance had been examined and that the fontein, December 10 and December 11, 
demonstrations appeared to be spon- dated from the Modder River, February 
taneous. He added that the govern- 16. Alter explaining the difficulties of 
ment felt the responsibility rested with any attempt to outflank 16,000 Boera, 
those who called the meetings in the and arguing that a blow dealt at the 
heated state of public feeling. They Boer .centre at Magersfonteln would be 
should be careful lest they asked more more effective, he says his orders were 
than human nature could give. to relieve Kimberley and, therefore the

The reply was regarded as unsatis- day the last re-inforcements arrived, he 
factory, and Sir Robert T. Reid, Lib- decided to attack Magerefontein kopje, 
eral, moved .an adjournment with a The general then proceeds to describe 
view of raising a discussion of the the artilley bombardment of the position 
question. He said he regretted the and shows how the Highland Brigade 
necessity of the motion, and had expect- was led to the point of assault after the 
ed Mr. Balfour would show that the late Major Andrew G. Wauchope had 
government unqualifiedly disapproved previously explained all he intended to 
of the disgraceful scenes, in place of do and the particular part each battalion 
which he had thought proper to lecture was expected to play. Lord Methuen 
those who had not asked for his advice- then remarks: “The rifles accidently

Sir William Vernon Harcourt, Lib- went off and the flashes from a lantern 
eral, supported the motion to adjourn, gave the enemy timely notice of the 
He declared Mr. Balfour’s answer dis- march.”
conraged the right of public meetings. , The report then proceeds to show that 

Mr. Balfour reiterated that pro-Boers Gen. Wauchope deployed hie men too 
were not justified in forcing their ideas, late, ‘ and suddenly the Boers poured in 
which though possibly all right, were a heavy fire.- Col. Hughee-Hallett im- 
not agreeable to the majority of the mediately ^ordered the Seaforths to 
nation. He denied that he had said charge and the other commanders fol- 
anything Inconsistent with the prin- lowed suite. At this moment some one 
ciples of free speech, and asserted that gave the word to retire, and part of the 
the government would do its best to see Black Watch rushed back through the 
that the right of free speech in every ranks of the Seaforths. Col. Hughes- 
legitimate form was safeguarded in Hallett ordered the latter to lie down and 
every part of Her Majesty’s domains. not retire, and after a while the Colonel 

After a lively debate the motion was agara tried to reach the trenches, four 
rejected by a vote of 229 to 120. The hundred yards off, but the officers and 
whole opposition and all the Irish mem- half the men fell before the heavy fire 
hers stood up in support of Sir Robert which opened immediately after the.men 
Reid’s motion. moved. Ten minutes later the Seaforths

The secretary of state for the colonies, tried another rash, with the same re- 
Mr. Chamberlain, answering a ques- suit. Col. Hughes-Hallett then decided 
tion as to the threats to demolish the to await orders.
mines and raze Johannesburg, sain that After describing sending the Gordon 
at the commencement of the war Ptesi- and Guards to support the Highland Bri
dent Kruger had been warned that he gade. Lord Methuen continues: 
and his government would be held per- one in the afternoon, the Seaforths were 
sonally responsible for any act contrary exposed to a heavy cross-fire. The order 
to the usages of civilized communities, to retire was given and the greater part

of the casualties then occurred. It was 
an unfortunate retirement for Hallett. 
He received instructions to remain in 
his position until dusk and the enemy 
were then quitting the trenches in tens 
and twenties.

“Wauchope told me in the evening of 
December 10 that he quite understood 
his orders, and he made me further re
marks. He died at the head of his bri
gade, where his name will always re
main honored and respected. His high 
military reputation and attainments dis
arm all criticism. Every soldier in my 
division deplores his loss. He was a fine 
soldier and true comrade.

“The attack failed. The Highlanders 
were ready enough to rally but the pau
city of officers and non-commissioned of- 
cers made it difficult. I attach no blame 
to this splendid brigade.

“The report then proceeds to pay a- 
high tribute to the conduct of all the 
troops under conditions as hard as can 
be imagined and mentions especially a 
number of officers and men, for distin
guished acts of courage already recorded 
in the newspaper despatches.

London, March 17.—(4:30 a. m.)—The 
railway communication to the Cape 
being intact, Lord Roberts will in a 
very few days be in a position to begin 
the advance on Pretoria.

His deep political intuition, combined 
with his bold strategy, having resulted 
as desired in the southern sections of 
the Orange Free State, which are 
rapidly calming down, Mafeking is now 
the only point for anxiety, and as it is 

long since the force has left Kim-

Bloemfontein, March 15.—Lord Rob
erts entered the Free State capital to
day, unopposed. He lay at Venter 
Melt, 14 miles away, last night with 
Gen. Krily-Kenny and Colville’s divi
sion, the Guards Brigade and the 
mounted infantry.

Gen. French having cut the railway 
and the telegraph lmes, experienced a 
slight skirmish with, some Boers hold
ing the kopjes southeast of the town. 
Early in the morning the cavalry brig
ade moved forward and occupied slowly 
several kopjes which commanded the 
Boers. A few well-placed shells in the 
Boers’ artillery drove off the enemy.

Gen. French then sent out scouts to 
feel their way towards the town, per
ceiving which the correspondents of the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Lon
don Daily Mail, with one of them, gal
loped forward and entered the town, 
which wore an every-day aspect. The 
people were out shopping or for morn
ing walks, and at first the three news
papermen were regarded as townsfolk. 
When later it became known that they 
were forerunners of the British army 
they were greeted cordially and con
ducted to a club, where they met Mr. 
Fraser, of the executive council, the 
mayor and other officials. These they 
persuaded to take carriages and go to 
meet Lord Roberts. As the party drove 
out of the city the British cavalry were 
closing round like a net.. The deputa
tion soon arrived opposite the kopje 
where Lord Roberts was stationed, and 
this correspondent rushed forward and 
had the honor of announcing to the 
Commander-in-Chief that Bloemfontein 
would surrender. A little later the 
deputation began to approach, and 
Lord Roberts went forward to meet 
them.

The scene was picturesque in the ex
treme. A few yards away the gnns of 
a battery pointed their grim mouths 
towards the late position of the Boers, 
while the tin roofs of Bloemfontein 
shone in the distance. After salutes 
had been exchanged,, a member of the 
deputation stepping forward declared 
that the town, being without defences, 
wished to surrender, hoping that Lord 
Roberts would protect life and property. 
He replied that provided there was no 
opposition; he- would undertake to 
guarantee the security of both.

The interview was very cordial, with
out a sign of solfemness, and it struck 
this correspondent that the deputation 
seemed relieved By the presence of the 
British troops: Lord Roberts notified 
the deputation of his intention of enter
ing the town in state; and they with
drew to inform the townspeople.

Lord Roberts then made his military 
dispositions, ordering the First Brigade 

s to follow him and to take possession of 
the town. With his staff and the mili- 

“At tary attaches He descended the kopje 
and arrived' on the plain, where he 
waited until the cavalry approached; 
then he entered the city, followed by 
his personal staff,, the general staff, the 
military attaches and the troops.

as

Cutting of Railway Secured 
Great Boom—The Spectacle 

Outside Blomfonteln.now
berley, its relief may be announced be
fore many days pass.

In the lobbies of parliament last even
ing it was rumored that Lord Roberts 
is about to issue a proclamation an-

Roberts

nouncing that the former system of 
government in the Orange Free State 
is abolished, and promising Free Staters 
who immediately surrender due consid
eration.

It is understood that all the Conti
nental powers, with one exception, un
compromisingly refused to intervene. 
The exception was Russia, whose reply 
was couched in less firm language, al
though like the others she declined to 
interfere. It is said that the Pope was 
also appealed to, but that he declined 
to do anything beyond writing a letter 
to the Queen, appealing to her to stop 
the further effusion of blood. Dr. 
Leyds’ efforts with King Leopold were 
quite futile.

The possibility of the destruction of 
Johannesburg is still discussed here, 
but it is believed that French and Ger
man shareholders would offer a strong 
protest. Mr. Chamberlain’s statement 
that President Kruger has already been 
warned as to the consequences of such 
conduct is regarded as showing that 
sufficient precaution has been taken. 
The Times suggests that the burghers 
should be warned that their farms will 
be taxed as a guarantee against any 
damage to British property, but no seri
ons apprehensions are entertained of 
such conduct as Mr. White is said to 
have foreshadowed.

The latest advices respecting the sur 
render of Bloemfontein show that the 
approach of the British caused a stam
pede. Thirteen trains, each compris
ing forty cars, all crammed with Boers, 
hurried northward just before the line 
was cut. Mr. Steyn would have been 
compelled to surrender; but he pretend
ed that he was going to visit one of the 
outposts, and at midnight took a car
riage which was waiting for him out
side the town, and thus escaped. The 
Boers got the bulk of their wagons and 
military stores away.

man 
fulfilled.

KRUGER AS A HUMORIST.

ing of British Possession—Boers 
Flee Before Gatacre.

croes-

is
NOTES FROM THE CAPITAL.

Wilfrid Backs Down—Ministers 
Delay Business.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Capetown, March 16—At Jamestown 
great complaint is made of the harsh 
treatment by the Boers during the occu-

THE MEDIATION PROPOSALS.

Delicate Communication From Washing
ton to London and Polite Refusal 

in Answer.

IWtiqn.. , ,
Rebels are coming in daily with their 

A number ofarms from the south, 
rebel leaders have been arrested.

Jamestown. March 15.—There was 
much enthusiasm at Aliwal North when 
Brabant’s troops occupied that place.

Commandant Olivier, the Boer com
mander, apologized for the action of 
the Boers daring the last days’ occupa
tion, saying he could not control his 
men.

The British are now entrenched on 
the Free State side of the Orange river, 
with the Boers holding an advantage
ous hill in front of them. Gen. Brabant 
is greatly hampered owing to the lack 
of artillery, having only two 15-pound
ers.

Washington .March 15—In response to 
a resolution the President to-day sent 
the senate the correspondence relating 
to the requests for mediation in South 
Africa.

The first document is a despatch from 
Pretoria, dated March 10th, which reads: 
“Am officially requested by the govern
ment of the Republic to urge your inter
vention with a view to a cessation of 
hostilities. Similar requests have been 
made to representatives of European 
powers. Answer confirm receipt. (Sign
ed) American Consul.”

Mr. Hay responded: “Your telegram 
asking the offices of the United States

British Warship Placed in Pursuit of
Germain Inner with Boer Officials. j communication to the British govern-
, ~— _ I ment with an expression of the Presi-

New York, March 16—In a copyright- dent’s earnest hope for peace. Hay.” 
ed London cable, the Journal and Ad-1 Secretary Pay telegraphed Mr. White, 
vertiser says to-day that despatches "from secretary to the American embassy at
T ,__ _ | London: “By way of friendly good of-Lorenzo Marques state that two Boer , ficeg> you wU1 inform British minister for
commissioners, Abraham Fischer and A. foreign affairs that I am to-day in re- 
D. Wolmarans, sailed foi* Europe on the ceipt of telegram of the United States 
German steamer Kaiser, and that the consul at Pretoria representing that the 
British man-of-war Thetis started in governments of the two Republics re
pursuit. ! quest President's intervention with a

London, March 16.—Officials of the for- ! view of cessation of hostilities and that a 
eign office say the idea of the officers of similar request is made to the représenta- 
a British warship attempting to remove tives of European powers, 
foreigners from German vessels is “at- “In communicating this request, I am 
terly impossible and absurd.” directed by the President to express his

earnest hope that a way to bring about 
peace may be found and he Will be glad 
to aid in any friendly manner to promote 

Loyalists Rewarded for Their Steadfast such a happy result.”
Resistance of Boer Intrigue. | Mr. White replied to Mr. Hay under

date of March 13: “I communicated yee- 
Capetown, March 16—There was great terday to the under secretary for foreign 

rejoicing throughout the colony on the affairs having been unable to see Lord 
receipt of the news that Bloemfontein Salisbury, the contents of your telegram 
had been occupied by the British. The dated 10th inst. To-day I have had an 
first indication of the fact at Port Eliza- interview with his lordship, who re- 
beth was the firing of 21 guns at eleven quested me to thank the Preaident for 
•’clock in the evening. The inhabitants the friendly interest shown by him and 
hastened to the streets and carried the added that Her Majesty’s government 
mayor on their shoulders to the town cannot accept the intervention of any 
bail, where a demonstration was made, other power. ...
” To-day will be observed as a general The presidents message is simply one 

J holiday/ ot transmittal.

COUNTERFEITERS SENTENCED.

Five Years in Kingston Penitentiary 
For Leaders, of Recently 

Discovered Gang.

o
FAREWELL. TO STRATHCONA’S.

A Great Day at Halifax in Honor of 
the Departing Horsemen.

Woodstock, March 16.—The trial of 
the members of the Decker gang of 
counterfeiters is closed.

Halifax,. March 16.—(Special)—The 
which attended the embarkationscenes

of the Stnatiicona Horse and recruits 
for the ffirst contingent here this after
noon were most enthusiastic. Every 
house and store along the route of 
march was gaily decorated with bunt
ing, and nearly every building in the 
city had one or more flags out, while 
the thousands of spectators nearly all; 
wore red, vrMte and blue ribbons or 
carried small flags. A prominent and 
striking flag carried in the procession 
by one local corps was the green flag 
with harp, ha centre, while one company 
of militia wore shamrocks in their 
caps..

The regiment and detachment paraded 
at the armories at 2 o’clock and were 
inspected by Gen. Lord Seymour, Lieu
tenant-Governor Daly, Minister- Borden 
and Lieet--Col. Irving. The Minister 
of Militia said he hoped they would he 
heard from in South Africa before the 
war was concluded, and congratulated 
them en their appearance.

The commandant, Col. Steele, replied. 
Then a route march through the city 
took place, headed by carriages contain
ing the legislative and city councils and 
fokowed by the Leinstees and militia 
hands and escorts from the «3rd and 
66th. The steamer sails early In the 
morning.

Anthony
Decker, leader of the gang, was found 
guilty on three indictments. The other 
three prisoners, Paul Decker, Hans 
Knutz and Robert Nora berger, pleaded 
guilty. Nurnberger wtB be let off on 
suspended sentence, providing he gives 
information of others who are evidently 
connected with the enterprise, 
two Deckers were sentenced to five 
years each in the Kingston penitentiary, 
and Hans Knutz to 15 months in Cen
tral Prison, Toronto,

From Sacramento—Northwest 
Legislature Summoned.

AN IMAGINARY CHASE. Winnipeg, March 16.—(Special)—Glen Gen. Jonbert was expected here early 
Campbell, who was for two years a I ;n tiie morning, but the blowing up of the 
wanderer with his party in the wilds line north of the town prevented hie
yesterday VSSftf.Natel^T
village. Mr. Campbell stigmatized the Gen. Prettymmi is succeeding 
Edmonton trail to Yukon as “the death ably^goveraor

cf'JaÆ call «“mir SK Î&Æ
this city. would be paid for the confiscation of their

The Northwest legislature is called tq property. Lord Roberts is about to is- 
mit At March 29 sue proclamations which, it is believed,U^ c^pletion1 of the Southwestern will have the effect of disarming further 
railway to Rainy riyer, the Rat Portage opposition on tne part of the Free Stat- 
Lumber Co. will erect immense saw- era.
milk in Winninec Mr. Colins has been appointed land-

The Manitota legislature has been rest, vice Paphcnfus, deposed; and Mr. 
called for March 29 for despatch of ! Fraser will act as mayor.

I Great quantities of stores captured at 
Waeserfali have been recovered. As a 
result of Hunter Weston's tine cutting, 
the British have secured 26 engines and 

Canadian Cities Raise Irish Flag in the line has been cleared to the Kaf-nrm River.
___  Much unrest exists among the Dutch

Toronto, March 15,-The M* flag 1« ïïgS? th^tet t
will fly side by side with the Union numerable ami art identical color.
Jack from all city buildings to-morrow, The Free Staters south of here are re- 
this having been unanimously decided ported to be rapidly returning to their 
by the board of control as a fitting farms.
recognition of valor of the Irish troops General Grobelaar is attempting to ea
rn South Africa. I cape to the north. He has a large com-

Yancouver, March 16.—St. Patrick’s I mand and a big convoy of supplies.
Day has been declared a civic holiday I The majority of the townspeople anti- 
by the Mayor in honor of the Irish sol-1 cipate that the Free Staters Will offer no 
diers’ heroism in South Africa. I resistance. __ _ ,

The

BANK CLERKS’ FEUD.

Ville Marie Official Threatens to Shoot 
Ex-Cetieagne- For Preju

dicing Trial.

Montreal, March 16.—Some excite
ment occurred in the court of Queen’s 
Bench this morning while the crown 
authorities were selecting a jury to try 
the Baxter and Lemieux conspiracy 
cases. Baxter, one of the accused, 
threatened to shoot W. J. E. Wail, for
mer manager of one of the bank’s 
branches in the city, and brother-in- 
law of J. J. Herbert, late teller of the 
same bank, because it was alleged Wall 
had been attending the court ever since 
the crown authorities had been engaged 
in selecting the jury, and endeavoring 
to influence the jurors.

Wall appealed for the protection of 
the court, but was warned not to give 
offence to the defence.

One hundred and fifty petit jnrymen 
have so far been called in this case, and 
the crown has only succeeded in 
rag nine jurors.

to
NEWFOUNDLAND MINISTRY.

Mr. Bond Accepts Governor’s Terms 
and with His Colleagues Takes 

Office.

St. John’s Nfld., March 15.—Mr. Bond 
this morning agreed to accept the condi
tions imposed by the Governer, Col. Sir 
Henry Edward McCallum, and this after
noon formally assumed office. The new 
government is made up as follows: Prem
ier and Colonial Secretary, Mr. Robert 
Bond; Minister of Justice, Mr. John 
Cowan: leader’of the upper house, Mr. 
Geo. Knowling: ministers without port
folios, Messrs. Edward Morris and Law
rence Furlong. The foregoing compose 
the cabinet. Eli Dawes, Minister of 
Mines: Thomas Mnrphy, Minister of 
Fisheries: and William Woodward, Min- 

! Ister of Public Works, hold departmental 
I offices without cabinet seats.

CAPE COLONY REJOICED. ST. PATRICK’S DAY.

Recognition of Valor in Africa.
MAY BE CROWN COLONIES.

Capetown, March 15.—In an interview 
published in the Cape Argos, Cecil 
Rhodes is quoted' as saying: “I feel 
strongly that we cannot have peace in 
Africa so long as we have in the repub
lics a rallying ground for disloyalty and 
disaffection. To go further, I do not 
think we can safely federate till we have 
had some 
Personally

years of crown government. 
I have done with the bund.”

secur-,

■

E. & N. Exten! 
To Cape

Bill Stands Over Be< 
Amendment Propos 

Mr. Mclnnes.

The MIHtia In Sfe Patrl 
Parade—The Prefen 

Humbug.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Ottawa, March 15.—The raj 

mittee this morning considered 
extend the B. & N. railwaj 
Scott. Mr. Mclnnee moved tti 
of an amendment to prohibit t| 
ment of Chinese on the consl 
operation of the line, 
chide Japanese owing to the ej 
tility of the government to al 
tion against that nationality, 
stood over to enable the commit] 
eider the bearings of the amenj

Mr. Quinn suggested that the] 
allowed to participate in the St 
Day parades, if so desired, 
shamrocks. Sir Wilfrid thd 
Quinn for the suggestion, which 
transmit to the militia departn 
agreed that the recent actio] 
Queen would probably have a g] 
in reconciling the difficulties w| 
existed for many generations ii

Mr. Fielding announced J 
Mounted Rifles will receive 7| 
day tor service in South Africa.

Mr. Russell offered a resoluti] 
ing the government’s preferen] 
instrumental in promoting Imd 
ity. Sir Charles Tupper del] 
scathing review of the govern id 
giversation on this subject.

He di

COL. fKIOR’d QUfiSTIO

Victoria’s Representative on a 
for Information.

The following are extracts from
HARBOR OF VICTORIA, 

Mr. Prior asked : What amo 
been voted by this house for the 
Victoria, British Columbia, In 
1897-8, 1898-9 and 1899-1900, am 
amounts of said votes, if any, hi 
expended up to 31st December, 18 
much as been expended on said 
during same period, from the v 
“Dredging, British Columbia”?

The Minister of Public Works (M: 
—Parliament having thought that 
money qonld be spent to better at 
elsewhere in British Empire, I 6 
spent any money in Victoria.

QUESNELLE-DÀWSON TELEG 
LINE.

Mr. Prior asked: Did Mr. Charld 
any groceries and provisions in Qi 
Ontario and take or send them on] 
lsh Columbia for nse of the men e 
on the Quesnelle-Dawson telegra] 
If so, what was the value of sam] 
did he buy them from? Were tend 
ed for same?

The Minister of Public Works (M| 
—If the hon. gentleman (Mr. PrIo| 
to the construction of the Bennett] 
telegraph line; provisions were p] 
in March, 1899, from H. N. Bate À 
Ottawa, to the amount of $0,082.4l] 
tender; in July tenders were called 
plies amounting to about $6,000. | 
tenders were received. Kelly, Di 
Co., of Vancouver, being the lod 
the contract. The provisions an] 
late and were stored. If the hoc] 
man refers to the Bennett-QuesnJ 
no provisions were purchased this] 
those supplied by Kelly, Donglaj 
will be used.
REMOVAL OF INDIANS FROM 

HBES INDIAN RESERVE 
Mr. Prior asked: 1. Has the goJ 

arrived at any settlement with thd 
Columbia provincial government II 
to the removal of the Indians Û 
Songhees Indian reserve? 2. Has! 
vinclal government been in correal 
with this government about said 
since last session.

Mr. Sutherland—From the best I 
tion I am able to get, I beg to sal 
2. No.
CABINET REPRESENTATION o| 

ISH COLUMBIA. I 
Mr. Prior asked: Is it the intd 

the right hon. the Premier to givl 
Columbia direct representation in I 
Inet during this parliament? I 

The Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid] 
—I am sorry to inform my hon. frl 
Prior) that I am not prepared to I 
into my confidence to-day, and I 
I cannot gratify his curiosity.

MACAULAY POINT CLAIM 
Mr. Prior asked: Has the hon. I 

later of Militia come to any decisl 
gard to the Macaulay Point clal 
not, will the several claimants bl 
to bring their claims before the Bl 
Court?

The Minister of Finance (Mr. F 
In the absence of the hon. Minlsti 
ltla (Mr. Borden), I beg to read tfc 
to the question: Yes. The claim
mlssible.
INDEBTEDNESS OF QUEBEC ! 

COMMISSION TO GOVERNM 
Mr. Prior asked : 1: How mac 

Qusbec harbor commissioners owe 
ernment for money loaned? 2. B 
do they owe for interest on said 

. Does this interest appear anywhei 
lie Accounts ? If so, where? 4. If 
does it not appear?

The Minister of Finance (Mr. I 
L $3,748,519.62. 2. $1,305,315.01
June, 1898. 3. In the balance sb 

of the Public Accounts for 
ended 30th June, 1899. 4. No int 
charged for the year 1898-9. Th 
amount due for interest would
940.78, making the total amount 
interest to 30th Jane, 1899, to b
255.79.

MAIL SERVICE IN THE YU 
Mr. Prior asked: L Has the Pol 

General received a memorial pass< 
citizens of Dawson City, Yukon *3 
In regard to the mall service thnl 
Place, and which reads as followd 

“That the Canadian Developmej 
Pany have a contract for dally d| 
700 lbs. of mail each week, but 
Average weight of the mall matt 
ported each week, up to the 19th1 
from the outside, has been 350 Iba 
reliably Informed,” continues the i 
“that under the instructions of thi 
ment, limiting the carrying of letj 
much matter upon which first-das 
has been paid, has been withheld, 
oot be delivered until the approacl 
mer. This works a great hardship 
depending upon the mails for d 
And papers absolutely essential fed 
Per carrying on of business. Ma 
Are also subscriber# to periodica 
Are now withheld, although flrst-c 
Age has likewise been paid then 
would therefore respectfully req 

e afforded
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