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[From THE DAILY COLONIST, June 12.] armor. The new ship is to be about the

i L[CE BRIDGE size and type of H.M.S. Blenheim and
POINT EL s | Of the 14 new vessels,irom great cruisers

It is Likely That the Inquest Into
the Disaster Will Be Fin-
ished To-Day.

Mr. H. P. Bell Thinks it Is Impos-
sible to Say Just How the
Accident Happened.

Of the first few witnesses examined
yesterday morning at the continuation
of the Point Ellice bridge inquest the
only new evidence brought out was that
of W. H. Jones, who stated that at half-
past one on the day of the accident two
cars and a trailer, all loaded, left Camp-
bell’s corner at the same time and all
were on Point Ellice bridge at once, the
last entering the bridge about fifty feet
behind the other cars, he believed;
whether it kept the same distance going
over the bridge he could not say.

John Teague, who was mayor of the
city in 1895, gave it as his opinion that

the city engineer was responsible for the
inspection of the bridges; witness had
no suspicions as to the safety of the
bridge during his term; if he had he
would have instructed the city engineer
to examine it; his idea was that the
city carpenter was appointed inspector
merely to see that the planking and
roadway was in good order and
to make casual repairs and was not sup-
posed to refer to the care of the struc-
tural part;.it was not a fact, as far as he
was concerned, that the City Engineer
was subject to the streets committee; he
had known of members of the council
interfering with the Engineer, but bad
done his best to stop it; the trouble was
that as a rule ten minutes after an
alderman was sworn he considered him-
self a full-fledged engineer.

H. P. Bell, recalled, gave the results
of his examination of the bridge as an
engineer. In some respects the bridge
was not well designed; 75 feet in the
middle of the top chord, instead of being
disjointed,ought to have been packed; if
he were designing it he would pack the
whole top ehord; the floor system is
defective, as the lateral rods should not
be through the floor beams; J. A. L.
Waddell, an authority on highway
bridges, in his work on the subject held
that the lower lateral rods are not
to be attached to the floor beams,
butto the bottom chord pins. He sup-
posed the bridge was built the other
way because it was cheaper; to join the
rods to the floor beams induced prema-
ture decay; he had never seen bottom
laterals attached to floor beams in any
other bridge; the details of the bridge
were not well carried out; he did not
believe a safe bridge could be built for
the amount of money that bridge wasre-
ported to have cost. The bridge was
safe enough for ordinary traffic but not
for tramway traffic, especially when the
rails are laid to one side. As he had
stated before he found the weight of the
bridge to be about 900 pounds instead of
600 pounds to the foot; if the sidewalk,
a8 was suggested, had not been included
in the original plans the weight would
have been about 700 pounds
to the foot. According to his
figures the strain sheet were
all right for the loads it was assumed to
carry, but not for tramway traffic; the
bridge might be safe for tram cars
weighing, when loaded, ten tons, and he
might even allow occasionally a twelve-
ton car to pass over, but not very often.
He had in his examination found a
number of the iron girders broken by
the tension ; this might have happened
by the top being burst up under
under compression or the bottom go-
ing down; one of the broken hip verti-
cals looked as if it had been previously
injured ; the iron had not a fibrous tex-
ture; another broken vertical also
showed thot it had lost its fibrous tex-
ture; he noticed welded link irons were
used while the specifications called for
weldless iron; the iron hangers were 114
inches square iron, whereas for
an eighteen-ton car they should be
1)4 inches square and for a twenty-
ton caree passing over 1 9-16 inch.
The iron hanger that was broken had
not, he believed, merely parted, but a
piece had been sheared out in breaking;
he had not, however, matched the ends
to see; the chord links being welded
were not according to the specifications;
he had formed no opinion as to what
part of the bridge gave way first; and he
doubted very much if he would believe
anyone else’s opinion; it was an unsolv-
able problem; it was impossible to tell
whether theretten floor beam was brok-
en in the bridge or whether it occurred
during the fall. It was possible if one
of the bottom chord links broke that
the top chords could be so shaken up
that the structure would fall ; he thought
that the timber in the bridge was all in
pretty good order except the floor beams;
he considered that when the bridge was
taken over from the contractors a new
strain sheet should have been made out
to show just what the bridge weighed;
in regard to what he had said
ahout an apparent old injury to
one of the hangers, he believed
that a proper system of inspection of the
bridge would probably have discovered
it. He would not himself design a bridge
with a hanging floor; engineers had
abandoned that design years ago. Con-
stant inspection would not save a bridge
that was being overloaded all the time;
if the floor system was properly designed
the breaking of a floor beam or a hanger
should not bring the bridge down.

The inquest was further adjourned till
9:30 this morning, when Mr. Wilmot
and Street Superintendent Wilson will
be recalled, and it is thought that this
will conclude the evidence.

ARMOR PLATE.

Mr. G. H. Rollinson, of the great Shef-
field steel firm of Siemen’s, is at the
Driard. He has just come from Chili,
and after a pleasure trip to Alaska will
leave for Japan in connection with the
interests of his firm. The Siemen’scom-
pany are particularly famous for the ar-
mor plate they make for naval vessels,
and many of the great war ships of the
world have their sides protected by
Elates turned out by the Siemen’s. Mr.

ollinson’s trip to Chili was in connec- .

tion with & new cruiser which
the South American republic is add-
ing to its fleet, and for which the
Siemen’s Company are supplying the

will steam about 21 or 22 knots an hour.

to torpedo boats, which the Japanese
are having built in England the Sie-
men’s are supplying armor for a consid-
erable number, and Mr. Rollinson’s trip
to the Mikado’s gingdom is partly in
this connection and partly on account of
the more peaceful wares in metal which
the firm turns out. Speaking
of the comparison between the
great guns manufactured by the
Americans and the British, Mr.
Rollinson remarked that while the Am-
ericans seemed to be trying to make
their weapons of as long range as pos-
sible, in Great Britain they were using
their efforts towards greater accuracy
and with marked success, as the wonder-
ful score made by the Royal Arthura
few months ago gave an example.

Mr. Rollinson has formed quite a high

The officers have many of them received
their naval training in England, and the
navy is capable of doing remark-
ably good work, Nickel has not
et proved as successful as was
at first hoped for combining with
steel and armor plates, but experiments
are continually being made to overcome
the difficulties in the way of getting the
plate of just the right hardness. The
trouble so far has been that sometimes
the plates are too hard.

THE CITY

Tae annual Union Picnic of the Pres-
byterian Sabbath schools will take place
at Goldstream on July 1.

Me. Frep. Soves, the Government
agent at Clinton, has resigned his com-
mission as a Justice of the Peace, his
resignation being accepted by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor.

Dr. E. J. Bowes, of Rossland, has
been appointed coroner for the Trail
creek division of West Kootenay, and
Dr. J. E. Brouse, of New Denver, as cor-
oner for the Slocan mining division.

Axone the foreign mining companies
recently organized to do business in this
province is the ‘ Wonderful Group”
Mining Co. of Spokane. It is capital-
ized at one million dollars in shares of
one dollar each.

YEesTERDAY’S issue of the British Col-
umbia Gazette gives information of a re-
definition of the boundaries of Nanoose
and Parksville school districts, and of
the creation of a new district to be
known as Qualicum. The new district
will give accommodation to the children
of school age residing in the northern
and eastern part of Nanoose district.

ResipENTs of the settlement of Euclue-
let may hereafter enjoy the convenience
of registering every marriage that is sol-
emnized in their midst without a
journey by sloop or trail or steamer to
comply with the formalities. Mr. M.
Swartout is the gentleman who enjoys
the distinction of being the first regis-
trar of licenses under the Marriage Act
for the settlement of Eucluelet.

INCORPORATION is announced of the
San Joaquin Gold Mining Co., of this
city, the promoters and first trustees, of
which are His Honor Lieut..Governor
Dewdney, Hon, D. W. Higgins and Mr.
A. J. McLellan. The capital stock of
the company is placed at $1,000,000in $1
shareg, and the object of its formation is
stated to be to purchasethe San Joaquin
mineral claim in West Kootenay and de-
velop that claim to account.

THE city of Rossland is nothing if not
right up to the times, and consequently
no one will be surprised to learn that
six enterprising citizens of the British
Columbia Butte, have recently secured
the incorporation of a stock exchange
for the new mining city. It is to be
known as the Rossland Stock Exchange
of British Columbia, and is capitalized
at $50,000 in $50 shares. The trustees
are Messrs. John M. Burke, R. S. Bealey,
S. M. Wharton, A. B. Irwin, Ross
Thompson and J. B. McArthur.

At the Vernon assizes, held before
Chief Justice Davie on Monday last,
John Evans, charged with cattle steal-
ing and robbery with violence, was ac-
quitted, as was also Arthur Black, who
had two indictments against him for
bringing stolen property into Canada.
Edward Ironson, charged with perjury,
pleaded not guilty and was acquitted.
For shooting with intent, Thomas Iled-
die was sentenced to five years in the
penitentiary. Booth, who was charged
with bringing stolen vroperty into Can-
ada, was convicted and sentenced to two
vears’ imprisonment.

A peTITION has been in circulation and
receiving many signatures in Victoria
West during the past few days, pointing
out the difficulty residents of that por-
tion of the city have been put to since
the breaking of the Point Ellice bridge
—all goods from town requiring to be
brought in by way of the Gorge, which
means a haul of about seven miles—and
asking that provision be made for the
use of the E. & N. railway bridge by
vehicles as well as pedestrians, a drive
by way of the old Esquimalt road being
put in order for use in connection. The
petition will probably be completed in
time to bave it brought before the city
council at the nexi regular meeting of
that body.

Bur little information was elicited at
the Coroner’s inquest in the city hall, at
8 o’clock last evening, which threw any
light on the manner in which Charles
Clark was drowned. Dr. Fraser testi-
fied that whiskey was noticeable in the
contents of his stomach and that the
external marks on the body were
caused by decomposition. Mr. Holmes,
another witness, described the finding
of the body, and Captain Carl Stromer-
en, of the schooner Kate, was the only
other witness called. He identified the
body as that of an able seaman em-
ployed on the schooner Kate. whose ap-
prenticeship papers showed him to be
a man of 22 years of age. The deceased
came out here on the bark Ardmore,
sometime about Christmas last. He
was engaged on the Xate in
January, and Stromeren last saw him
alive a week ago yvesterday. The
jury, consisting of Meesrs. S. Reid (foree
man), A. B. Erskine, M. C. Winn,
James Manson, H. C. Edwards and Ed-
ward White, came to the same conclu-
sion: ‘ That the deceased came to his
death by drowning on Thursday, June
4,”’ adding a rider to their verdict to the
effect that they would respectiully sug-

gest that something in the shape of a|not done by the men who occupy the|have a few of the same’ kind in Vie-
refrigerator be placed in the city inorgue. ' greatest time in boring the House and |toria?”’ (Great laughter.)

opinion of the Chilean naval forces. %

PROTECTIONIN DEMAND

The Representative Liberal of Col-
quitz Declares for More of 1t
for the Farmers.

Resolution of Thanks for the Mem-
bers’ Services—An Interest-
ing Meeting.

, Hon. E. G. Prior and Mr. Thomas
€arle met the electors of Colquitz dis-
rict last evening at the Colquitz hall on
the Carey road, which had been the scene
of the troubled meeting of the opposition

andidates nearly a week previous. The
Tall was well filled, and the audience in-
sluded several ladies, who having special
interest in the hospitable feature of cof-
fee and cake with which the proceédings

terminated, were with the rest detain-
ed until one o’clock this morning.
The meeting was a specially interesting
one from the fact that while the opposi-
tion representatives present were given
opportunity to be heard, the only objec-
tion they had to urge was that in the
respects they mentioned the farmers
have not got enough of protection. .Mr.
Earle elicited great applause by his
declaration in response that the
gentlemen who want more protection are
out of place in the free trade ranks
of the opposition, and by his cordial in-
vitation to Mr. Stephens to join the
Liberal Conservative party to which as
a protectionist he should belong. Mr.
Stanley Tytler having been chosen
28 chairman opened the proceedings
shortly after 8 o’clock.

Mr. Thomas Earle being firct called
on, said he wished to speak a few words
on the two chief questions now before
the public—first of all the fiscal policy of
the government, the National Policy,
under which Canada has prospered ior
so many years. He recalled the condi-
tion to which the country was brought
under the reign of Hon. Alexander Mac-
kenzie, to whom the artisans and work-
ingmen, as well as the farmers, appealed
in vain for relief. A change for the bet-
ter was effected when Sir John Macdon-
ald introduced the National Policy,
which has since 1878 been sustained by
the people at every general election.
The development of the country, he
showed, has progressed to a most re-
markable degree under that policy, in
the way of railways and caaals. During
the greater part of the period of pro-
gress the present Premier, Sir Charles
Tupper, stood next to Sir John Mac-
donald in the government, and took
a foremost part in every great work. He
thought that in view of its results the
people would not now consent to the
overthrow of the National Policy (ap-
plause) by the men who, leading the
Liberal party and forming its policy, de-
clare for free trade. It is not enough
for the electors that the candidates of
the opposition party profess a willing-
ness to favor protection ; the policy which
they say they would carry out their
leaders would not countenance (hear,

candidates say they would like to -do,
but what their leaders would permit,
that the electors shoula consider. (Ap-
plause.) If the tariff were taken off, he
did not think the farmers here could
now sell a single bushel of their pro-
duce for a price that would repay them
for what it had cost them. He had seen
potatoes sold last fall, on the wharves
here, for $9 per ton, after paying $4 duty
and $2 freight, so that the American
farmer had received just $3 a ton for
them. He asked how the farmers here
would like to compete against that price
without the tariff. (Applause.) Thanks
to the duties, the food supplies of Cana-
da are now nearly all produced in this
country and everydollar paid to a Cana-
dian farmer in place of being sent
ahroad is a gain of just that much to the
country. Ifthe local market were taken
from the farmers of this district, where
would they look for the sale of their pro-
duce? The result, he thought, must be
that they would have to abandon their
farms, and in the face of this he did not
see how any farmer could support the
free trade party. He considered it the
greatest balderdash in the world for the
candidates of the opposition to come out
here and say, ‘‘If vou will elect us
we will see that vour protection
is  continued to you’’; they
would be utterly powerless to turn their
leaders from the free trade policy to
which they are committed. For him-
self, he took the more reasonable ground
that he will support the trade policy of
his leaders, if elected.

A Voice—‘ You will be, sure!”’

Mr. Earle—‘Yes; I think so (ap-
plause); and I feel just as sure that the
Conservative party will be sustained
throughout the Dominion.”” Unon the
trade question, he continued, it was
never more strongly evident that what
the country is determined to have is the
National Policy of protection, and there-
fore a desperate effort is being made to
turn against the government on the
school question those who would not
think of opposing them on their trade
policy. The school difficulty, he
thought, ought to have been settled by
the Manitoba government many
years ago. To his mind it is
simply a question of whether or
not the law is to be carried out—the law
which says that if the educational rights
of the minority are interfered with they
may appeal to the parliament of Canada
for relief. There is no ‘‘coercion”
about it, so far as the Dominion govern-
ment is concerned. He referred to the
obstruction carried on during the last
session, by no one more persistently than
by the gentleman who had come out
here during the bye-election to make
mischief out of the school question, but
that gentleman, he said, is going to be
wiped out of existence politically when
the votes are counted in Winnipeg on
the 23rd of June. (Great applause.) He
regretted that the school question had
been made the subject of appeal to re-
ligions prejudices, because it is not
properly & religious matter at
all, and the more it is thought
of the more this fact is being recognized
throughout the country. (Applause.)
He bad seen it charged against him in
the Times that hé was no talker; per-
hgps the audience had come to this con-
clusion too. (Laughter.) He quite
freely admitted this; he did not claim
to be a talker, but only a worker, for the
business of the House of Commons is

hear), and therefore, it is not what the.

in filling the Fages of Hansard to make ‘
great men of themselves. (Applause.)
He asked, in conclusion, a renewal of |
the confidence of the voters of the dis-
trict.

Hon. Dr. Helmcken was next an-
nounced, and received an ovation on
coming forwurd to the platiorm. He
referred to the fact that he had made his
entry into political life about this spot,
some forty years ago (applause), and in
looking around him he felt astounded at
thechangeswroughtsince thattime,when
all was desolation where now is settle-
ment and the most advanced civilization.
When he thought of this, he was simply
astounded to hear newcomers say that
this countrf' has not progressed, when it
has not only moved ahead, but simply
galloped ahead. (Applause.) No one
could foresee how this conntry would

Col. Prior answered that the Doc-
tor was very likely correct. (Re-
newed laughter.) He proceeded to deal
with the so-called ‘* gerrymander ’’ bill,
showing that it is all buncombe to claim
that there was anything unfair about the
bill or the manner in which it was
brought before the house. He repeated
that what he had inforined the Board of
Trade and other audiences about the
British Pacific railway was the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth (applause), and  that
the only reason why the sub-
sidy he had mentioned had not been
passed was because the Liberal ob-
structioniste would not allow a single
money vote to be put through; and
those who miss during the next
few °* months the work they
would  have had, if this rail-

progress during the next fifty years jif

the country would not progress of itsel,
but only through the efforts of the men
in it. He thought it indisputable that
it is not free trade which has caused this
country to progress, but rather the
credit shouls be given to protection,
which has given to the farmers the
market in town formerly—in the days of
free trade here—supplied from sloops
which came across from the United
States. * They would then have
to revert to the ‘“Liberal’” diet
of frogs from the marshes or
soup made with a gallon of water to an
onion. (Laughter and applause.) The
latest evidence he had seen of the deter-
mination of the Liberals to establish
free trade in agricultural products, he
had read to-day, in a letter dated the
2nd of June, and signed by Wilfred
Laurier himself, in which he says: “All
the necessaries of life should be more
lightly taxed, or as ¥ghtly taxed as pos-
sible, and even in many cases entirely
free.” He asked what does this mean,
except that agricultural products—the
necessaries of life—should be free.
(Hear, hear.) His opinion was the very
opposite—that we should have protec-
tion first and foremost for farm pro-
duects. It seemed to him that the Lib-
eral policy throughout the country is to
change their bait as often as they find
the fish—the electors—won’t bite; if a
green fly won’t do they try a red one,
or perhaps a spider. (Laughter and ap-
plause.) He would noi go into the
Manitoba  school uestion exten-
sively, but he would say that those
who oppose the government in this mat-
ter seem to have forgotten that there is
such a thing as a sense of honor. He
hoped the Conservative party would up-
hold their leaders in their determination
that so far as they can help it Canadian
treaties will be carried out. (Great ap-
plause.) He felt convinced that as soon
as the elections are over the government
of Manitoba will agree to settle this mat-
ter, and thus remove the necessity for
the so-called ‘‘coercion’ bill. He
thought it entirely wrong to use that
word in this conneection, and aayhow he
could not believe that any British Col-
umbia electors would neglect their own
interest—the tariff—fora question which
should never have been heard of outside
Manitoba. While those whoraised it fas-
tened the farmers’ attention upon the
school question, they would practically
steal their corn out of their fields. The
venerable Doctor finished his address
and left the platform amidst great ap-
plause.

Hon. E. G. Prior was next called up-
on. He said Colquitz had done itself
proud by the attendance of ladies at the
meeting, which he thought could not
fail to have a good effect upon the speak-
ers, whether in town or country. He
was not ashamed—notwithstanding the
disapproval of the Times—to be found
here to-night singing the sameold story,
about the maintenance of the grand old
flag and the old policy, under one of the
ablest of the old leaders. (Great ap-
plause.) He asked the electors to con-
trast the policies of the two great par-
ties now before the country—the Liberal-
Conservative party that has been in
office since 1878, and the Liberal
opposition; and as in his previous
addresses he recounted the main
features of the Liberal-Conservative
policy since Confederation, and the in-
variable hostility of the Liberals to pro-
posed public improvements, including
Sir Richard Cartwright’s declaration a
few vears ago that it was time to call a
halt in the matter of subsidies to rail-
ways in sparsely settled communities—
which all those of British Columbia are.
He next dealt with the matter of prefer-
ential trade between the colonies of
Great Britain and the Empire, a policy
of the Liberal-Conservatives which the
Liberals now hasten to claim as theirs
also, although their efforts in the past
and their trade policy now have been
and are directly opposite in tendency.
In proof he quoted Sir Richard Cart-
wright’s historic declaration that ‘‘the
market of the TUnited States is
worth all the rest of the world
to us’; and Mr. Laurier’s that
‘““we should follow England’s ex-
ample and open our ports to the
world.”” Dealing particularly with
the farming interests, this being
a meeting of farmers, he showed what
the government have done since 1878
and are now doing for agriculture, by
means of the farms where experiments
with seeds and fertilisers are made for
the farmers’ benefit, and whence in-
structors go all over the country to show
to the farmers, their wives, sons and
danghters, the most improved and pro-
fitable methods of making butter and
cheese; and he pointed out that one of
those instructors has been for some time
on this island, and will be heard from
in this district before he returns. He
showed the evil effects of tariff tinker-
ing, in producing the recent disastrous
panic in the United States, and pro-
mised that under the Liberal-Conserva-
tive policy that would be avoided in the
maintenance of such duties as will keep
the Canadian home market for the Can-
adian farmer and workingman. (Ap-
plause.) He insisted that the Liberal
policy is free trade—ior that is pracui-
cally the meaning of a tariff for revenue
only; and he wished to point out the
new danger which threatens Canada in
the development of enterprise in Japan.
He showed how utterly impossible it
would be, for anyone in thig Dominion
to compete, under free trade, against
the low wages paid for labor in Japan,
and that what we need in the face of
this new danger is more protection in-
stead of less. (Applause.) He next
dealt briefly with the Liberal profes-
sions of purity, and the corruption
which by contrast they have practised
in office and in election contests ail over
the country,

Dr. Helmcken—* Don’t you think we

proper care be taken of it, though he:
would remind those who heard him thxut

road had been proceeded with, will
know that it is the Liberals they have
to thank for it. (Hear, hear.) He would
|say but a few words about the school
!'question, to repeat that no honorable
~or honest man understanding the
. situation should deny their rights
ito  the minority  in Manitoba,
| when those rights had been solemnly
'guaranteed by treaty. Heshowed again
| that the bill did not give the Catholics
. & claim on a single dollar paid in by the
' Protestants, but simply that, accor-ling
' to the proportion they form of the popu-
lation, they should share in the school
‘grant. He thanked those present for
!the kind hearing they had given him,
iand for the splendid meeting (the room
: being full), and he asked for a solid vote
,for Earle and Prior. (Great applause.)
Mr. Robert Cassidy next came for-
ward, at the chairman’s invitation, and
delivered an eloquent and forcible ad-
‘dress, received with marked enthusi-
lasm. He took occasion at the close to
refer to the challenge made by Mr.
Frank G. Richards at a recent meeting,
with respect to the alleged ‘‘ gerryman-
~der”’ bill, and in reply gave it as his em-
i phatic opinion, for reasons stated, that
{ the bill would not have had the effect of
excluding from the proposed new lists a
single elector now on the list.

Mr. David Stephens asked Mr. Cas-
sidy, at the close of his address, for a
constitutional opinion on the Manitoba
school question, and when the answer
was given he refused to accept it, ‘¢ be-
cause Mr. Bodwell gives a difterent ver-
sion.”’

Mr. Stephens then puta series of ques-
tions respecting the protection to farm-
ers and manufacturers respectively, all
of which Mr., Cassidy answered, but
without Mr. Stephens being satisfied
any more than he had been upon the
constitutional point. At the closeof the
catechism Mr. Cassidy clearly explained
to his questioner that one reason why
the protective duties are not so high on
certain articles of farm produce ason
some manufactures, is that the farmers
as a whole have not required higher pro-
tection, their industry being one indi-
genous to the country. And as
Mr. Stephens’ grievance appeared
to be that the farmers’ protection
is not high enough, Mr. Cassidy
gave him a cordial invitation to join the
Liberal-Conservative partyv, whose sym-
pathies would no doubt be with him in
his efforts for as much protection as is
found to be necessary. Mr. Stephens,
it should be mentioned, is a representa-
tive Liberal or oppositionist, and has
been chairman of the opposition meet-
ings at Colquitz and the Royal -Oaks
during the past week.

The chairman and the audience next
called for Mr. J. W. Carey, but Mr.
Samuel Sea asked to be heard first and
came up to the platform, as he said to
meet the arguments advanced by Col.
Prior and Mr. Earle. He drifted
somewhat, and at the close of his
address criticised Mr. Earle because
he said that gentleman had in the past
few weeks bought a sealing schooner on
the Sound when he should have had it
made at Victoria. This statement Mr.
Earle at once positively denied, declar-
ing that he had no interest whatever in
any schooner lately bought on the
Sound ; and Mr. Sea accordingly *‘took
it back,”” in response to the demands
from the audience.

Mr. J. W. Carey was then again called
for and came forward amidst great ap-
plause. He spoke with pleasure of the
business-like address delivered by Mr.
Earle, and algo that of our representa-
ptive in the cabinet, Col. Prior, who
he felt sure from what he knew
of him will always be a credit to Vic-
toria while he remains in the govern-
ment of the country. He also referred
with gratification to the presence to-
night of the venerable pioneer, Hon. Dr.
Helmcken. Touching briefly upon the
matter of protection, as he considered
the issue upon which this election ought
to be determined, he said he felt sure
that the result of free-trade-as-it-is-in-
England would be, so far as he was con-
cerned, to drive him in his old days
from the farm that he had spent the
best years of his life in clearing out of
the forest. He showed how, under the
present system of indirect taxation
through the customs, a share of taxation
is paid by everyone who comes here, even
the visitor for a single day, whereas
under free trade and direct taxation the
whole burden would fall upon the per-
wmanent residents, especially those who,
having a little home of their own, could
be handily come upon for the taxes. He
could not conceive of anything more dis-
astrous than that free trade ehould come
upon the country, and he hoped to be
preserved from such a state of affairs as
that when—in the days when the Grits
were in power — four thousand men
marched up to the doors of the govern-
ment buildinus at Ottawa to ask for
bread. (Hear, hear.) He dealt ably
with the addresses made in this hall the
other night by Messrs. Templeman and
Milne, telling the bright side of thestory
of British Columbia’s connection with
confederation in contrast with the tale
of woe which was all the opposition
candidates had to relate. He could not
see how any resident of the district
could do otherwise than cast a vote for
Col. Prior and Mr. Earle; and he hoped
no elector would allow himself to be de-
ceived by the story that the policy of the
Liberals is anything else than free trade.
(Hear, hear.) He called to mind how
the Mackenzie government had trifled
with the interests of British Columbia
in connection with the Canadian Pscific
railway, and this bringing him to the
matter of the C. P. R. ships
docking at the outer wharf, he said
he felt sure that the railway companv
ha_vt? been the losers themselves by
driving the Victoria trade, as they have
done, to the Northern Pacitic. As to
the school question, without being a re-
ligious enthusiast, he wished to sayv that
he would never interfere with any man’s

religious opinions, and would treat al
religions alike, as they are treated !

e

everywhere throughout the Queen’s
domlm'ons. The important point
to him about the school “mat-
ter was that the judges in England
pave decided that the minority in Man-
itoba have a grievance, and ‘when he
knew that he would say at once that
that grievance should be redressed. 1In
cogzclusu:m, as a farmer, he appealed to
this audience of farmers to protect their
own interests by voting ior, not only
the  present = duties, but even
higher duties, if they can get
them. (Hear, hear.) He knew of oats
sold lately at $11.70 a ton after paying
$6 a ton duty to come in here; and he
wanted to know what farmer can begin
to compete against that—to grow oats at
$5.50 a ton; the thing would ™ be utterly
imposrible. He hoped they would not
be led into fatal security by slippery-
tongued men who “say that if
they got into power in place
of the present government they
would not bring in free trade
for many years. He preferred to hold
on to what we have ¢ot now, and to ask
for more protection if the farmers can
get it, and he felt that such is the feeling
of the sreat mass of the farming popu-
lation of this coun.ry. Ile noted with
satisfaction what Col. Prior had said
about preferential trade—unrestrict-
ed reciprocity if you will with
Great Britain, but  not  with
the United States as the Liberals ad-
vocated—and be thought that if this
idea can be carried out it would bhe a
very great thing for the British col-
onies. He would vote with pleasure and
pride for Col. Prior and Mr. Earle, for
bhe felt they could not send back
to Ottawa two better men. He
would not talk about the ger-
rymander bill, but he knew that Col.
Prior had brought it into save him (Mr.
Carey) and hundreds of others from go-
ing many miles to vote when they could
not spare the time, and when they had
aright to have polling places nearer
home, as the bill provided for; but he
would wind up by simply asking for a
sweeping majority for Col. Prior and
Mr. Earle on the 23rd of June. (Great
applause.)

It was now 12:15, but nevertheless it hav-
ing been intimated by Mr. Chandler that
the audience would like to hear from
‘ Harry ”” Helmcken,” that gentleman took
the platform amidst hearty applause. He
gave a very brief address, particularly re-
ferring to the remarks of Mr. Carey, which
he thought were exceedingly well put and
altogether to the point so far as the
interests of the farmers. of this
district are concerned. He felt strongly
convinced that in their own interests they
should support the candidates on behalf of
the government.

Mr. Stephens here again had some ques
tions to put, the drift of these being that
the farmers’ interests are menaced by the
standing offer of reciprocity with other
countries in the matter of admitting certain
products free of duty.

Mr. Earle explained that when that
standing offer was put on the statute book
it was supposed that the United States
would shortly be willing to enter into
some reciprocity arrangement, and parlia-
ment had thought it advisable to put that
Eowerin the hands of the government. It

ad never been used, however, and there is
now nopossibility of its being used so far
as the United States is concerned, as the
McKinley high protection party are coms
ing into control there.

Col. Prior explained to Mr. Stephen
that the government do not pretend to be
the special friends of any one class—be
they manufacturers or farmers, but that
their aim is to do the best possible all
round.

Mr. Earle—“1 should take it, Mr.
Stephens, that you are anxious for the
farmers to have greater protection?

Mr. Stephens—* Yes.”

Mr. Earle—'‘ Well, how do you expect to
get it by running with the Liberals?
(Laughter.) Their policy is no protection
at all. You are like our strawberry friend
of Cedar Hill, whose grievance against the
government 1s that the duty was reduced
from 3 cents to 2 cents, and therefore he is
going to vote for the free trade party!”
(Laughter.)

Mr. Stephens further argued his point
that the farmers are discriminated against
by the statutory offer, and by the Aus-
tralian steamsnip service which permits
Canadian made machinery to tind a protit-
able market at the Antipodes, but Mr. D.
R. Ker, Col. Prior and Mr. Earle showed
him the weak features of his argu-
ment, ‘the last named concluding
with the invitation to Mr. Stephens
to fall in with the government
party, since he had declared himself a pro-
tectionist; because the Liberal-Conserva-
tives being protectionists up to the hilt
would do their best to see Mr. Stephens’
grievance righted. (Applause.)

Mr. Stephens then protested that the
Liberals are not free traders; and Mr. Ker
read Wilfred Laurier’s out and out free
trade declaration at Winnipeg to set the
gentleman straight on this point.

Mr. Chandler then rose to move a resolu-
tion of thanks to Messrs. Prior
and Earle for their kind offices
in securing a daily mail service to Col-
quitz, and also for their promise to do all
in their power to further the project of an
experimental dairy station near Victoria.
This was seconded by Mr. Layritz and
carried unanimously.

Hon. Dr. Helmcken moved a vote of
thanks to the ladies of |Colquitz for their
kindness in supplying the coffee and cake,
of which all present then hastened to par-
take in the ante room.

Mon~TrEAL, June 11.—C. Beausoleil,
ex-M.P., who is running as an inde-
pendent Liberal in Berthier, and who
voted with the government on the re-
medial bill, has been making a tour of
the country pledging himself to support
remedial legislation. There is no Con-
servative in the field.
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FA!N-KILLER[

PAIN-KILLER

THE GREAT

Family Medicine of the Age.

Taken Internally, It Cures
Diarrheea, Cramp, and Pain in the
Stomach, 8Sore Throat, Sudden Colds,
Coughs, ete., ete. .

Used Externally, It Cures
Cuts, Bruiges, Burns, Scalds, Sprains,
Toothache, Pain in the Face, Neuralgia,
Rheumatism, Frosted Feet.
ty N r talnd 1 sk wnbounded popia

We can bear testimony to the efficacy of the Pain-

Killer. 'We have se-n its magic effects in soothing the
severest pain, and know it to be a good article.—Cincin-

ich.
Nothing has yet surpassed the Pain-Killer, which is
the most valuable family medicine now in use.—Tennessee

n.

It has real merit ; as a means of removing paln, no
medicine has acquired a reputation equal to Perry Davis’
Pain-Eiller.— Newport News.

B«v:ure of imitations. Duy only the genuine "' PERRY
DAVIS.” Sold eve:ywhere; large botiles, 25c.
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