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TEACHERS' CONVENTION.

Address Delivered by W. R. Miller, -om
Questioning and Answering.

The following address was delivered at
the recent West Huron Teachers’ Con-
vention by Mr. W. R. Miller, Principal
of Goderich Central School ;—

Mgi. PresipENT, LAvIES AND GENTLE-
MEN,—In dealing with the subject of
Questioning and Answering I propose to
briefly discuss, 1st. The importance of a

proper system of questioning, and how |¢

proficiency may be attain 2nd. To
offer some general observations on what
I consider to be proper and what to be
improper styles of questioning and
answering. look upon guestioning as
the most important part of the teacher’s
work since to this all other parts con-
verge, or from it diverge and failure
here necessarily, very materially affects
his success as a teacher.

To rightly estimate the importance of
the art of questioning it is only necessary
to consider the different purposes which
it serves. What is commonly called
Tentative or Preliminary questioning has
for its objects 1st. To discover the ex-
tent of the knowledge possessed by the
glexpil in reference to the subject about to

taught, so that the teacher may adapt
his instruction to the child’s wants and
avoid wasting lime by attempting to
teach what the pupils already know.
2nd. That the teacher may utilize the
information already acquired ds &
foundation on which to build additional
knowledge.

By a brief series of searching questions
the teacher is able to tix the limit be-
tween the known and unknown, and to
put the class in a condition to receive
and master the knowledge he has in
store for them.

The most important objects of ques-
tioning are the davelopment and culti-
vation of the intellectual faculties.
These objects are attained principally by
what is called Socraticor instructive ques-
tionin% which lesds the pupil to discover
truth for himself. This system carries
the puﬁi] along a succession of steps by
which he is brought to see the facts we
wish him to learn. The principle on
which the system is based is that it is
what the child does for himself, not
what is done for him, that really educates
him, and therefore the teacher should
not tell a pupil what he can guide him to
discover for himself. An important ad-
vantage of this system is that knowledge
so gained is much more likely to be re-
tained than that acquired in any other

wu'{.
he object of examination questioning
is to test acquired knowledge. By it
the teacher ascertains how much the
pupil retains of information previously
i\:;en and whether assigned lessons have

n properly prepared. Such question-
ing should be searching, so that a super-
ficial may not pass for a thorough pre-
paration, for which purpose stress should
be laid on the more important points in
the lesson rather thau on those that are
most obvious.

Fair, honest and searching questioning
will influence to a very great extent the
preparation of assigned lessons. Whenthe
pupils know that they will be thorough-
ly tested and will receive credit for their
diligence they will have a strong motive
for exertion; but if the test be imperfect
or unsteady it holds out a chance of es-
cape, and thus virtually encourages a low
standard of preparation.

Such are the principal forms of ques-
tioning and their uses. The teacher has
constant occasion, in almost every reci-
tation, to use the three kinds in close con-
junction with each other. Examination
and instructive questioning particularly
should be intimately connected. Thus
when a pupil fails to answer a question,
or does not answer it correctly, thé ques-
tion should not be passed to another
member of the class as is so frequently
done, but in the first case, the teacher
should go back a step or two and by
judicions questioning lead the pupil to
see the fact for himself ,and in the second
case the pupil should first be brought to
see his mistake and then questioned so
as to enable him to arrive at a correct
conclusion.

The greatest pains should be taken in > ga
dealing with incorrect answers, as they | yive animation to a class when the inter- | F3infall 8 cubic inches.

show the pupils’ deficiencies in, and mis-
conceptions of the subject, or, in other
words, they indicate clearly where he is

weak, and should lead the teacher to |

make a proper diagnosis of the case, and
apply the proper remedy.

fow may the teacher attain profici-
ency ifl questioning ? The most essenti-
al requisites are, I think 1st. Adequate
knowledge of the subject under consid
eration, which knowledge should em
brace not only what the text book cor
tains on the subject, but such collatera
matter as can be introduced for illustra-
tion and explanation. 2nd. A just ap-
preciation of the capacity of the pupils.
And 3rd. Experience as the result of
practice.

I need scarcely say that not only ex-
tensive general scholarship, but aleo
careful and thorough preparation of each
day’s work, is indispensably necessary
to efficiency in conducting recitations.

Neither aptitnde, experience in teach-
ing, nor knowledge of system can com-
pensate for lack of preparation. The
teacher should know the subject so as to
be able to entirely dispense with the
use of the text hook during recitation,
such being the case he will be able to
give his attention entirely to the class,
and consequently conduct the exercise
with much more vigor and animation;
and, what 1s also of much importance,
he will impress the pupils with that
sense of his competence and ability
which is necessary to ensure their confi-
dence and respect.

Besides benefitting the pupils, such a
system will improve the teacher's own
mind, and he will be encouraged, as
from time to time he teaches the same
subject, at finding that he is able to do
it better than ever before, and that in-
stead of being wearied with repetition,
he becomes more and more enthusiastic
on the subject.

The capacity of the class should be
considered, so that the use of questions
that are either too easy or too difficult
may be avoided. The great design of
proper questioning is to lead pupils to
think Jearly, therefore each question
should require a distinct intellectual
effort and each answer should be the
thoughtful result of such effort. = If the
questions are too easy the mental effort

Ragas s tnn Ty S
grown-up daughters

is unnecessary—the exercise ceases to b
interesting, and consequently the pujiis
become careless, while questions tii
are 8o difficult that pupils cwmnor i
reasonably expccted to answer them leud
either to guessing—a most injurious

class, which should always be carefuliy
avoided.

With regard to the third requisit.,
viz: Experience, I will merely remuik
that questioning is an art, and in this, a8
in all other arts, proficiency can be .t-
tained only by long-:ontinuzd anl care-
ul practi The teacher should stu-
diously avoid any system which has been
found defective, or is not calculated to
act advantageously in the education ..;
the pupil, und constantly aim at fin:liu,
out and using that system which will
best promote the educational intercste
of the class.

I shall now offer some general obser-
vations on what I consider defective
and what proper forms of question-
ing and answering. Questions should
be clear, concise, definite and adapted
to the capacity of the class. They shouid
e uttered distinctly so as to be heard
by every member of the class, and in or-
der to necessitate close attention shoul.l
not be repeated by the teacher. They
should be correci in form, so that no
change of phraseology will be necessary,
as such change causes loss of time and
tends to confuse the pupil. They should
be in plain, simple language, intelligible
to the comprehension of the most defi-
cient in' the class, and should at unce
direct the attention of the pupils to the
specific point of which they are to speak.
Indefinite or general questions, such as,
‘‘Tell what you know about the Pacitic
Railway,” or ‘“sketch the reign of
John,” may do for written examinations,
where the pupil is expected to say all he
can on a given subject, but in oral ex-
aminations it saves time and prevents
the introduction of much irrelevant mnat-
ter to confine the pupils to definite an-
swers by definite questions.

As a series questions should be logi-
cal—should omit nothing—should de-
velop every f)oint in its proper place, and
constantly lead to the ultimate fact to
be brought out in the lesson.

Ambiguous questions, or those that
allow of a choice of answers, should not
be used, as they encourage the habit of
guessing. They should not suggest tlie
answer either by the form of the ques-
tion, tone of the ' voice, inflection, em-
phasis, or, as is sometimes done, by con-
trast, as, ‘‘Is the elephunt a very small
animal ?” As a rule, questions should
not admit of being answered by a simple
‘‘yes” or “no,” but should generally re-
quire an answer in the form of a com-
plete sentence. Mere assent or dis-
sent does not require much intellectual
effort; and questions that admit of such
answers do not thoroughly test a pupil's
knowledge, as he may know enough
about the subject to enable him to an-
swer correctly in this way, and still have
very vague ideas regarding it. Anuther
weighty objection to such answers is
that they are usgless as a means of cul-
tivating language while the complete
sentence form accustoms the pupil to
correct and fluent expression and
thoughtfulness—shows more clearly the
amount of his knowledge, and thus
leads to more pointed and suitable in-
struction—and if, as should always he
the case, the teacher requires answers to
be grammatically correct—forms one of
the very best exercises in compositiun
and grammar, for I firmly maintain that
grammar can be far more practically and
usefully taught by requiring pupils to
speak correctly in the ordinary conver-
sation of the school room and play
ground, than by a slavish adherence to
text books, and the memorizing of an in-
definite number of definitions and rules.

Unless in the case of definitions, an-
swers should not be required in the
words of the book, as by such a method |

| the pupil may easily substitute memory |
| for understanding in preparing and re- |
| hearsing his lessons.
1 Elliptical questioning may be used in
the case of young pupils whose vocabu-
lary is limited, but should not be used
any longer than is necessary on that ac-
| count.

Simultaneous answering may be used
to encourage the weak and timid—to

! est begins to flag or in a hurried recapit-
| ulation, at the close, of the different
| points taught in the lesson, but other-
wise it should not be used, as it is apt to
destroy independence in ‘the pupil by
tuking away his individuality. It zlso
| ofl 5 a very strong temptation to indo-
ler ¢ as the deficiencies of a pupil can-
i by such answering be made apparent
s teacher and classmates,

need hardly. say that = questions
shot { not be given to the members of
he ass in regular rotation, or to in-
div. ' ] members cf the class. Each
« nestion should be given to the whole
s so that every individual will re-
quir: ' make the intellectual effort
neces to the preparation of the
answel, and, after a slight pause, some
member of the class should Le called
upon to answer without any previous in-
tiin.  nas to.who such per#dn will be.
Qu -ions should be properly dis-
tribi d so that no member may feel
slighted or neglected, and the atten-
tion of careless pupihmafv} be attained by
frequently calling upon them to answer.
Answers uhnufd indicate thoughtful-
ness,and be given in such a manner as to
admit of their being distinctly heard by
every member of the class, if not so
given, the answer should be repeated by
the pupil—not by the teacher. The
manner of dealing with incorrect an-
swers, as already indicated, refers only to
instructive questioning. In reviews, of
course, the pupils should receive credit
for correct answers only, put the mis-
takes should be noted and corrected at

the close of the review.

In conducting a recitation, the teach-
er's manner should be lively, animated
and encouraging. No pupil should be
ridiculed on account of deficiencies, and
judicious praise should be given when
deserved. Iam afraid that we, as teach-
ers, are apt to use censure too lavishly
and praise too sparingly.

“Timothy Titcomb,” in his Lassons in
Life, very aptly says, ‘‘The desire for ap-

robation is as legitimate as the desire
Far food. Ido not suppose it should be
much ueed as a motive for action, per-
haps it should never be, but whena per-
son, from a good motive, does a good
action, he deserves the approval of the
hearts that love him and he receives their

n
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habit--or to the discouragement of the|p

exprussions of priise with or tefnl ples-
sure. Nay, if there exp e & -ns of ap-
proval ace touied wia. as fo3le 3u a ce

tains:nsewio el Hifielst ot justice
ha: not been deme him, :nd that there is
s metliing due him that has not been
aid. When - papi! tiies pains todo
well be feels him-e.f paid for every en-
deavor by praise, and th wost unsophis-
ticated knows whun iaise is. justly
due.” .

The 1:s' ‘ofective form I propose
noticinz i+ e ““‘drawing out process
which cousicts i asking what the lawyers
call Te . ling guestions = X

It i 8o well desesibsd by Page, in his
Theory and Practive of teicliing, that d
ewnnat refrain fromn giving his words.

Au asithmetic ¢! ws iy eal ed” up and
the §:0lowins dislogue takes place.
Wkere do yon berin ? said the teacher,
taking the book.

Pu)i's—On the $2th page, 3rd ques-
tion.

Tea Mer-- Read it, Charles.

C.arles—“A mu1 beinz asked how
many sheep he hal, said that he had
them in two pastures; in one pasture he
had eight; tht throe fiurths of these
were just one-third of whit he had
in the other. How many were there in
the other !

Teacher—We!l Charles, vou must first
get one-fourth of eight, must you not ?

Charles—Yes sir.

Teacher—Well, one fourt' «f eight is
twao, isn't it ?

Charles—Yes sir, one fou:t't of eight
is two. .

Teacher—Weu!l  then, three-fuurths
will be three times two, won't it ?

Charles—Yes sir.

Teacher—Well, three tim:s two are
six, eh ?

Charles—Yes sir.

Teacher—Very well. Now the book
says that this six is just one-third of
what he had iu the uther pasture, don’t
it ?

Charles—Yes sir.

Teacher—Then if six is one third,
three-thirds will be—three times six
won't it ?

Charles—Yes sir.

Teacher—Then he had eighteen sheep
in the other pasture had he !

Charles— Yes sir

Teacher—Next, take the next one.

At this point I interposed, and asked
the teacher if he wouid request Charles
to go through it alone. “Oh yes” said
the teacher, ‘‘Charles you may do it
again.” Charles read it again and—
looked up.  ““Well,” «aid the teacher,
“‘you must first get one fourth of eight
mustn’t you?! *Yes sir” And one
fourth of eight is two, isn't it?’ “Yes
gir.” And so the process went on as
before till the final eighteen sheep were
drawn out as before. The teacher looked
around with an air which seemed to say,
““Now I suppose you are satisfied.”
Shall T ask Charles to do it again ? said L.
The teacher assented. Charles again
read the question and. again—looked up.
I waited and he waited:—but the teacher
could not wait. “‘Why Charles”’ said he
impatiently ‘‘you want one fourth of
eight, don't you?’ ‘Yes sir.” said
Charles promptly, and I thought best
not to insist further at this time upon a
repetition of yes sir, and the class were
allowed to proceed in their own way.”

Comment is unnecessary. Of course
no teacher in West Huron adopts such a
method but I fear something similar may
still be heard in other districts.

Meteorological Report.

Report of the weather for the week
ending October 18th, 1881.

Oct. 12th—Wind at 10 p. . South,
light, cloudy, Number of miles wind
travelled in 24 hours 594.

13th—Wind at 10. p. m. North, mode-
rate gale, partly cloudy. Number of
miles wind travelled in 24 hours 685.

{ One cubic inch of rain fel! during the

day.

14th—Wind at 10 p. m. East, fresh,
raining, began to rain at 3p. m. Num-
ber of miles wind travelled in 24 hours
254.

15th—Wind at 10 p. m. North-west,
| partly clear, moderate gale. Number
| of miles wind travelled in 24 hours 725.
| Ceased raining at 7:30 a. m., amount of

North-east,
Number of miles wind
Amount of

| 16th—Wind at 10 p. m.

| light, cloudy,
| travelled in 24 hours 290.
[ rainfall 0.7 cubic inches.

17th—Wind at40 p. m. North-west,
light air, cloudy. Numberof miles wind
travelled in 24 hours 266. Heavy squall
at 3:20 p. m. until 4:30 p. m., wind
travelled from 30 to 350 miles per hour.
| Amount of rainfall 5 cubic inches.
Thunder and lightning.

18th—Wind at 10 p. m. North-west,
fresh, cloudy, been showery all day.

|

G. N. MacponaLp, Observer.
Goderich, Oct. 19th. 1881.

Extravagance is one of the greatest
-evils of the present age. It is undermin-
ing the loftiest and best principles that
should be attained and held sacred in
society. . Itis annually sending thous-
ands of young men and women to mis-
fortune and ruin.
i ———

The most important lesson of life is to
know how to be happy within ourselves,
when home is our content, and all in it,
even to the dog and cat, shire our affec-
tion. Do not refine away happiness, by
thinking that which is good may still be
better.

et e

If some are refined, in the furnace of
affliction, there are many more that, like
chaff, are cousumed in it. Sorrow; when
it is excessive, takes away fervor from
piety, vigor from reason, and repose
from the conscience.

et e

SEE TO IT ?—Zopesa, (from Brazil)
will cure the worst case of Dyspepsia.
A single dose will relieve in a degree
that shows its wonderful curative pow-
ers, and its peculiar action upon the
Stomach and %&entive Organs. Itisa
positive and absolute cure for Costive-
ness and Constipation, acting in a re-
markable way upon thesystem, carrying
off impurities. As a Liver regulator its
actions are most remarkable. It tones
and stimulates the Liver to action, it
corrects the acids and regulates the
bowels. A tew doses will surprise you.
Sample bottles 10 cts.
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STETCT AT,

Teachers g_ Trustees.

Sincerely thanking you for the very
lnie patronage with which you have
hitherto favored me, I would respect-
fully solicit a continuance of it in the
future.

IN TEXT BOOXKS

I keep on hand a full assortment of those
authorized and recommended for High,
Model, Public, and Separate Schools.

As far as possible, I obtain the opin-
ions and recoinmendations of the Lead-
ing Educationists on the relative werits
of the different editions published, with
a view to supplying the most desirable.

I am Agent for the New Series of

SCHOOL MAPS!

Now being published. The

Map of the Dominion

Which shows the different Provinces in
their respective positions is one that
should be in every School.

BhackBrae Ll Sting

In Quaint Tints, and ready for use, is
very suitable for Renovating Old Boards
or constructing new anes. It is recom-
mended very highly.

| i

Erize Boolzs

I have made Special Arrangements for
Supplying Schools with Libraries and
Prize Books at the very Lowest Rates.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Statianery

SCHOOL, SUPPLIES !

OF

Every Description!

FURNISHED AT

BEST PRICEKS.

I am now receiving a

Large Assortment
Mscelleneons Books !
BIBLES

111\'(,‘:::2)%5,“‘ miles wind travelled in ‘.'4! ﬁ LBvM s

AND

FANCY GOODS!
Every Description !

VERY SUITABLE }OR

Presents!

HOLIDAYS

Any Orders for Msﬁu, Liquid Slating,
Books, or other School Supplies will
receive

Prompt Attention

Again thanking you for past favors, I
have the honor to be

Your Obedient Servant,

bEQ SHEPPARD

Special Rates for Newspapers and Per-
iodicala.

Goderich, Oct. 19th, 1881.

all Woeekiies.

AGENTS WANTED

IN BVERY

December, 1881, will
entitle Subscriber to

G C ROBERTSOXT

Has just received a large lot of

SIDE BRACKETS.
CORNER BRACKETS
PIPE BRACKETS.,
PAAPERRACI{S, \\ i\IJI_A P()( l\l] ho P
TOWEL RACKS,
MUSIC POCKETS,
SLIPPER R\CKS,
VARIETY STORE, EAST ST,

— .

oliday Presents
At BUTLER'S

Photo and Autograph Albums in great variety, Work Boxes, Writing Desks, very
suitable for presents for Teachers and Scholars.

PRESENTS FOR EVERYBODY. - ALL CAN BE SUITED.

Stock is New, very complete, and consists of Ladies’ and Gents’ i
, . ) g s ( ients’ Purses, China
Goods of all kinds, Ruby Goods, Vases in many patterns, Flower Pnt,a,
Cups and Flowers,

China and Wax Dolls!

A Large Assortment. Smokers’ Sundries—Merschaum Pipes 1 Cigar Holder
and Brier Pipes—100 Different Styli&; oS '

School Books, Miscellaneous Books

Bibles, Prayer Books, Church Sermons, WEsLEY's Hymn Books, Psalm Books
&e., &c.—Subscriptions taken for all the best ExcLisH, Scorch, :
IrisH, AMERICAN and CANADIAN Papers and
agazines at Publishers’ lowost
rates—now is the tim
to subscribe.

A full stock of School Books, for Teachers and High and
All will be sold cheap, and Patrons suited,

and large selection of

[}hristma‘s and New YB&P'S (lardg! THE BEST EVER SHOWN,

AND, CHEAPER THAN EVER;

At BUTLER’S.

D om nion Telegraph and Postage Stamp Office. 1762

odel' School Students
I have a choice

I14 - - - 9 w
Dominion Carriage Works,” Goderich.
MORTON ANDCRLESSMAN
manufacturers of FIRST CLASS

CARRIAGE , BUGGIES

\

- —

We solicit an examination of our yehicles,

PROPTLY ATTENDED TO.

Opposite Colborne Hotel.
REPAIRING

GET YOUR
AUCTION SALE BILL

PRINTED at thejoffice of THE HURON SIGNAL

North Street, Goderich




