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THE INSURANCE BILL.
The Insurance Bill now before Parliament 

deems to hang fire. We do not know why, 
but we imagine that some difficulty will be 
found in reconciling such an enactment with 
the constitution of the Dominion. Thin lit 
au imperium in imperio. The Parliament 
of Canada has certain (lowers, and the I^gw- 
tures of the various Provinces have Ihidr 
power» also—tin both case* the jiiri.edietioB 
is assigned by Imperial Statute. The Pro
vincial Legislature» have exclusive leginlfttive 
authority in “tlie Incorporation of Com
panies with provincial objects," while the 
Dominion Parliament liasexchuive authority 
in “the regulation of trade and commerce," 
and “ the raising of money by any mode nr 
system of taxation." The Provincial I-egik- 
latures have, as they are empowered to de, 
incorporated certain Insurance Companies. 
By the new insurance, bill before the Do
minion Parliament it üi jq-cposed to prevent 
such incorjmntted companies doing busineè* 
until, they comply with its requirements. 
The. Provincial Legislature grants leave to 
do business, but the Dominion Parliament 

I steps in and forbids it to be done, except on! 
certain conditions. ' This is a direct conflict] 
of juriitlictioiL;

The Provincial Legislatures hare acted 
clearly Within their pensera. The question 
is. will; the Dominion Parliament, bv iKiss
ing the Insurance Bill, place on the Statute 
book at) unconstitutional law ? We do not 
think that it can be contended successfully 
that “the regulation of trade and com
merce" covers such a ine.isure. Sir George 
Cartier and the Speaker have expressed 
dpi nions directly negativing such a position. 
We are therefore compelled to fall hack on 
“the raising of nx.ncy by any mode or sys
tem of taxation" in the search for a con
stitutional basis for the measure. If 
the requirement of a dpj>osit can be called 
with dejcncy “a node or system of tax
ation," then the Dominion Parliament hits 
jurisdiction. The bill provides for the issue 
of licenses, the making of a deposit as a 
guarantee of stability and good faith, and 
the publicity of their affairs. When the 
deposit is made interest will accrue and be 
paid upon it iu certain cases, and the re
quirement cannot be said to come within 
the meaning of the word, “ taxation. ”
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CANADIAN LAKE
ASSOCIATION.

Some time ago we pointed out the 
sity of venting in some tribunal 
or recognised by law, the power of investi- 
gating tke causes of, and the circumstances 
attending the total or partial loot en am 
inland waters, of vessels or their cargoes. 
Y cur after year an immense amount of pro- 
perty has been transported by water carries 
to the seaboard ; year alter y far loams have 
occurred, most of which could be attributed 
to no other cause than gross carelessness er 
utter ignoiance^of the first |irineiples of navi
gation f and yet not till the present time has 
an egfott been made to guard against the 
consequences of fraud, carelessness, dr !•> 
competency on the part of thorn to whom an 
much property is entrusted, and an whom 
en much reliance was necessarily placed. In 
1865, the tonnage of Ontario and Quebec 
was 42.768; in 1866, 44,583; in 1867, 52,747.

However, the bill now before Parliament 
to incorjiorate the Lake l nderwriters’ Asm- 
dation (published in oar lest issue), is likely, 
with a few amendments, to meet (suent 
requirements. The object of tke. Association 
will be to collect information upon marine 
matters; to encourage a orthy and well quali
fied officers of vessels ; to ascertain and esr- 
tify the qualifications of afficers of steamers 
or sailing vessels; to promote the security ef 
life end jitoperty on the lakes; to have 
marine losses reported upon; to inspect ves
sels; and to investigate marine accidents. 
So far as the inspection of vessels is concern
ed, the -lawe which empowers the Asmef- 
atkm's inspector to go on board "while 
navigation is closed” is obviously too limited.

Provision is made for the investigation ef 
cases where “a total or partial low of any 
vessel or cargo" on any of the inland walen 
above Montreal occurs, by the exteneoa ef 
the ipower of Coroners, so that a marias 
inquest will be held just as a fire inquest has 
been hitherto held. The great trouble we 
foresee in applying this law will arim from 
the absence of properly qualified Coroners. 
At present the medical profession hoe a 
monopoly of the office. The bill, as origi
nally framed, seems to confine inveMigrtiens 
to eftses in which “any of the members of 
the Association may be interested." This 
is manifestly an injudicious limitation, and 
should be struck out It would defeat the 
very object in view. The restriction ft 
inquiry to cases in which a 11 quiaMen ie 
mode by the President of the Association, 
and the compulsory payment of all eeetssnd 
expenses by the Association, will prevent as 
undue use being made of the powers to be 
conferred.

F NORTH BRITISH AND MERCANTILE 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

The extreme dullness of trade so **h 
complained of in England during the pe»‘ 
year, seems to have had little effect on U* 
btuiness of this Company. A marked in
crease occurred in their fire business. W bile
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