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The Canadian Revolt
Against Protection

[Some Awkward Facts)
By G. WALLACE CARTER, Secretary, Free Trade Union

NOTE- l oder the above title the following letter appeared in the West­
minster Gazette of Oet. 13. It shows how deeply interested the 
English people are in the Tariff revolt among Canadian Farmers —Ed.

B
RITISH Tariff Hrl<*fmm have* Den 
seriously disturbed by the molt 
against Prutft tiuu in < anada 1 
• m not »urpri«r«J. It La a death 
Mow to preference. Tariff it. form 

may. an.I doubliez will, linger on aa an 
ai»|aal to |he instincts uf a lew favored 
clame» liut l*i»f ren« e to the Colonie» 
U hupeleaa. Still everybody who ran 
diaconat the Free Traite movement in 
Canada ie prv-ssed into the Vrotecthmut 
service. On September Id the Time» 
• lowed Mr j II Ma« kinder (M P 
Cam 1st hie, Glasgow; a column and a half, 
ie whirl, he attempted to reply to my pub- 
lir étalement» aa to the piogre*» of Klee 
Trade in Canada. On September HI 
Use Time* devoted • leading arlhle to a 
fuither reply to me. baaed upon some 
statements alleged to hate Lem made by 
the Mayor Î Calgary Evidently Mr 
Mackinder’» reply inadequate IVr-
hapa, le.anse in hie » lulling
Word*, he h . i the truth of two
of Ike moat importnut statements i made, 
I l.#t I anada gsve e l*rvf 
to M | l.at the im­
mediate outrun., of the present Kree Trade 
move osent would probably lie an es tension 
«I the Preference to British goods. The 
lending article of the Time» required a 

I accordingly wrote a letter, 
but the rortwepondenee had been closed’ 
SUM a statement Irom a kree Trade int 
of view may have some i.IrrrM end tm- 
poet-a.e It will perhaps clear the sir
11 I elate the lets which err evp'i illy 
admitted, or not disputed, by Tariff 
Reformers

I- The « saalise rs'osassl |s«* a M#»- 
sees la Mnn.s r*-i. •• sslu U earry aai, •• 

ia«w yi, j|ii |n nMai a swdwra■
t Tvs» IWmatf was eat. s»4 w eat.

• Tw rssshss lares*#* he»» #*alt*i4lji 
Inlswr IM Im| aa»* a* ess* I* a f»W«iv*r» 
1er II*» •«*• •# *»M ***!«.•< «• U«**l Oms. 
Lei M 1W* 4» LI* m* • li-w • •**•»#• 
Mi» î» I eaa.j.ws pelair sal Wci.l as»»-

I- TV» basal *4 lb (snob»» Uaro 
m egrly h> *al Im a IwUm »- . 
bo lad. »aJ se w»»n* aa Ih* fnh*«a»* 
g. »l • lie-*4 ■*.••«#

* fV F.ee f.*L a .sam# ai n < essts
wm-ni* »- 1er A
\ BeUese sal «• eeaaCf »» lb*rsds»*a#e Im Uieel 

M«* J lia a**#

for trade in those foreign markets which 
are most convenient to them and best 
adapted to their needs. The people of 
Canada, like the people of every other 
count y, ni I only buy what they want, 
and they will seek to buy on the best 
possible terms. In some case* America 
provides better goods than Britain ; in 
other». John Hull » store offers a superior 
article at a lower price. In order to make 
the best bargains « anadians want to have 
easy aecess to both niaikets. Who eau 
think seriously ol trying to prevent them? 
V» Canadian guv «rumen I eould lire which 
attempted to do au, and no empire

want Free Trade will be outnumbered 
and outvoted by the manufacturer* who 
want Fr« te« lion. Thi* prediction may, 
on the face of it. appear to I* a* good a* 
mine though the evidence U rather meagre 
and the oumhe. and weight of the wit­
nesses some» hut scanty !

Let me call the evidence on the other

1. The present Canadian government 
was returned to power as a Free Trade, 
government. Apart, therefore, from the 
present movement among the Western 
farmer» there was and is a strong Free 
Trade sentiment throughout the whole 
of t auada

i. Since I HU# there has been a vast 
growth of population in the Western 
provinces, so much so that,they will be 
entitled to some twelve or thirteen more 
members, and the uevt Dominion Parlia­
ment will sec a large and solid Free Trade 
phalanx from the Western Slates.
A. The demand for I ree Trade in 

Western < anada i> not confined to farm-

deputations representing the Hoards of 
Trade ‘ ha tuber» of t ommerce from 
Calgary . Saskatchewan, l etl.bridge. Win*

« ft. Regina,
and Motse Jaw. which waited upon Sir

TV» far. I Wi rt. Free T aderw and 
Tar»* Rcfwrmrfe »r» aobslnnllally agreed 
on the f.ria of the r»*r. If that I» ess, 
I an* sorely v NMW| that the
drvtarslM of lb* t Mffi n f*»w< I 
ag seel Preference end m f.tor of tree
• ..hang* "ought to kill the lari I move.
mat us IM» cumin ess Im e* d» imp* rt«l
asps*t I» com.rne.l * Uw» anybody 
UBsgiee that a * h me el ’Fr*f«rw *• 
lee Ik* sak* of th* Ce *-liao ferme • «ne 
Mae b the face «4 the drtrfmalMt» uf Ikas 
•ease ferme a I he I they do not usst e 
•*s* h Prv f r ew* V •

The Ttmrw, In Its lender rwlwmaa, and 
Mc II. J. Mmksmbe. 1rs ha» idle., appear» 
tn ka»e nlrrwdy r kg»ted the in^rol 
n*|M%« of the quest* e le w wcvodary 
pine» Mr M ribs* 1er mol#

w*si*w*e. Toil Me» • IWu 
M*U*e sst is .wows’ r-.r ••»- keeeee se 
rtsv* IM •*-!* *» •-* •'-•■4 MOtsSf 
»i •* pmti wise#>•••>•«• * is* ma-sa 
n*W>e
Tarât» aa a mrdrr for tV ukr »f the 

f wh s#* aa trot pr rlaim*»l by M I him 
brrVm no longer appear to kohl the held 
Hoi Lord Md. e a» U Mr AmlU t ham 
hertasw kn«e urged Ihnl. anko ne ».Uk 
Ink mutual Prefe erne with Canada. 
Cnnmli • § edi *r»h IVderew* r bo where. 
There se Wo doubt not eel» that they wM 
ere*, but they are now »««t. f «(**•*«• 
wdk wake rweonlrww Th.i t sssJs she Id 
du ao s» ne lorvitelde ••well of t aaadmn 
tnéq raffigr ■ etih eks»k mdndy kna 
rung refed ne rhwwll Mlerfere That 
VMM as ne nr hem* of mere preference» 
In Rrvtà-h market* ram Id pumd ly cheek 
the neteml end p epee drmre U the t eem 
4me people to larmaaa lhaar facsbUaw

Sixty Years of Protection in Canada, 1846-1907
By Edvard Porritt

Western farmer» at the prenne! time are intensely interested in the 
tariff, and are anxious to secure information uj*on tariff matters. The above 
mentioned hook by Eduard Porritt is tbe be»t work on the subject Mr 
Porritt is a British Free Trader, and was for two years a lecturer in Harvard 
Vniversity on |.uliit*al economy and Canadian constitutional history. In 
HMI5 6 ke travelled with the Canadian tariff commission and has devoted 
a great deni of study to the Canadian tariff and the abuses which have 
followed protection. Mr. f'urritt ’» book i« entirely non political and is a 
study of the tariff history of Canada fur the last sixty years. It ie written 
la a moat in»cresting manner and at the same time contain» exact informa 
lion on trade and manufacturers and the methods by which tariff» are 
made. Every farmer who is interested in tariff reduction will ind Mr 
Porritt ’» book the moat valuable one that ke ran «eenre. He will also lean* 
how the man afar tarer» lay aside politic» in their efforts to have the tariff 
harden increased. If every farmer in Canada would read Mr Porritt '» 
book, the •*»y»,em of legalised robbery” would come to aa end inside of 
oee year Tk# beak renlaiae fit page» and ie fully indexed It will be 
•eel to nny reader for tl-SM postpaid
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ie h ess thus bound together 
•im instead of by mutoel

me word of «arming to tbw 
rd to brlitlle the Free Trade 
Canada ami, at the same 

to cheer these who fear evil 
the Empire by closer trade 
eee Canada end tbe Male»* 
» Free Trade movement is 
motive power which, ie the 

indien tariff» being lowered 
ai'rd *l»te». me prur re e 
ei tension of tbe Pre'creoce 

| to Britain TW Protect 
•nails ere HrotrOwesst oil 

I om
ck •• an* -I her If we neat 
nails»n tariffs modified still 
ur «I British good» it i» to 
cr• u| l anada ne most loo*

«•we mtirrim which he* Wen 
my statement uf IW « *S* 

Wen in reference to ni wv* 
I ilk tw growth of tw West. 
I awed* a ill become inewl 
Hrf.cwrf». in reply to me. 
at With iW growth of West 
I come IW growth of menu- 
wsm pro» teem TW Timm 
Was or of I eigen e* • uR.

this argument. end re- 
is having said that those 
* when tW* come, meal
ivg t *lffs It eiipmrs to 
ot tW popnlalmu pfwduHhg 
. will ootnwmher tW pepw 
hrm. Ihnl IW fermer» who

Wilfrid Laurier to urge him to abolish 
protective tariffs.

4. finally. the demand for Free Trade 
itrong m tW Weal. that according 

to the Manitoba Free Press .September 
If. IttO), “again and again have Con* 
srrvative mndub.tr» in Western row* 
slit ueune» .le» ta red »n riarmw lusn for 
free agm u|| ufa! imp'emmta " Them 
t onaervalive candidate» arc now sock 
vrbrmewl eopporlrr» uf lower tariffs that 
Sir iktlfrvd La wrier* • organ above quoted 
appears to to alarmed lot tWv aboeld 
lirai Free Trade votes Some of IW 
Ik ml cm ( «Mvservativr» are trying to | rove 
tWmwIvrs to W tw strongest mmamU 
of Protection TW Winnipeg Tefcgrem. 
IW lending Cnnirrv stive mreepeper in 
tW Wml. declared m a leading ar|icbr
• Hept*mWr If. 1*1*1. that “under tW 
present government tW tariff be» been 
made an instrument «4 robbery “ An- 
otWf Conservative paper mis “TW 
Ikeetrm meg of tW Conservative parly 
vs for tariff redact we TWl might *• 
well W undent«md ** WWw both partie» 
in the West are vteing with ear* other 
to prmlaim tWir oppose t Me I» I Wes Sst mg 
h‘vh tariffs and one of iWm demand* 
•tool»i* Free Trade I vrnlnr» I» ••»gg**l 
that it i* no cvnggemtme to my that IW 
Western supporters of tW present tariff* 
ntw—in spate of IW Mayor «4 (alpary
• negligible quantity.

He» muck f »r m< evidence, and now for 
one or Inn ronrloamn*

Mr Mackinder has written in glowing 
term* «4 tW booed 1rs» natural resource» 
of Western t anada. and JW iplrudid

UTuMiiBIU: niOTOORkPH* W ANTED
kk r would W glad tf amt reader» eW own awtom.dwlrs would wed ea a pboto- 

graph of IW same f«r pohbmtmn in Tub fit mu TW photograph must ib>a tW 
farmer we «orne member of his family at tW » Wei. »ml we noqftd also l.W to have 
a letter from tW newer Idling u» nWther W esmoders an talwunblr to W «4 
any mine to a farmer There are a greet many farmer» ie tW West who nee 
automobile» and ne would bhe to meet re a greet awmher of good photographs 
and letters daring the nest few weeks.
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opportunity to develop the manufacturer, 
still further^- 1 agree, 1 am convinced that 
the Canadian manufacture, out West u, 
and will be. in such a splendid position thgt 
he can easily outdistance his Americas
rival. B.v the purchase of untaxed mach­
inery and the adoption t f American meth­
ods lie will not only be able to tight the 
tariff and trust-filtered American, but. 
like the boot manufacturers of-our o»a 
island, turn the table» on him and beat 
Lim at bis own trade in his own markets' 

The l anadiau government failed to 
establish Free Trade in lHSMi, although 
pledged to do so Why? Because, while 
the manufacturing interests were well 
organised ami all-powerful, there were ut> 
organisations and no “interests’* to sup. ^

Ct the kree Trade cause. This will not 
•pen again. *1 he farmers have now 
organised their forces, as Sir Wilfrid 

Laurier has discoveied. The Grain Grow­
ers' Amucialiuns la* the farmers' organi­
zations are called) of Fast ( anada have 
now joined with those of the West in order 
to send a large deputation to Ottawa 
to demand free imports of machinery 
and all-round lower tariffs. The deputa­
tion goes on December I next. 1 do not 
think they will come aw ay empty-handed 
But at and after the ue*t Dominion 
election, if not before, the farmers will be 
in • position to enforce their demands, 
since it is doubtful whether any govern­
ment could remain in office without the 
support of the farmer»’ representative»

I be present Prime Minister of Canada 
and the lending members of his caLinet 
•re known to be free trader», pledged to 
Free Trade principle*. In Canada no 
nllicr ministry is regarded a» possible 
for many year» to tome. Should the 
demand lor Free Trade prove suffit iently 
strong the present ministry will d« uLiles*
•rise the opportunity of putting their

Cinciplr» into prwtlice. But should they 
il to do »o the Conservative opposition 

may not be slow tv grasp tbe reins t f office, 
if by abandoning Protection they could 
secure the support of kree Traders Con­
servative Protectionist* have been knows 
to do such thing* even in • British par 
lia wml.

DO NOT FORGET THE CLOTHING 
TAX

( From the Toronto Sue)
The Sun holds very strongly to the 

opinion that the 1 mini Males offer »4 
free trade in agricultural implements 
should he accepted A| the tame lime 
•t wrrms to u» as 4 there was some danger 
»4 attention being concentrated on the 
implement duties to the neglect uf other» 
• kwh are much more burdeniome

The farmer1» rlothing la» is a much 
larger item in the sear's outgo than is 
the tariff u# Ids implements Basing the 
étalement on information obtained from 

e farmer*. »e think it **f< 
toms that the average on ner of a hundred 
ncr* term In Onunw dee» not spend more 
than IIS* e Srwr an implements Ilia 
average cv pendit life on clothing fur him 
•eff and family. iacimtiag Loots end 
•knew, will nut he less than *fSO The 
Unff on implement* mage* from 17 U 
per cent in the case of harvester» |a ES

Kreet on hay loader*, feed roller», etc 
Moms duties en cotton clothing under 
the pifrrvacr. are tS per rent .on woollen 

wMiring nppnref 9* per rent. and on boots 
and eioen, imported from the I'Wiled 
Mate*, pmrtirwlly the only «onree «4 
MiMfy, the doty I* also » per rent

While pressing, therefore, for relief 
from the burden involved in the implement 
daliea. let ns not forget the grenier bur-ten 
imposed under the Unff en U-4* end 
»hvr« end cotton end ueollee rlothing 
Moreover a mdwrtion »kmg some ml 
I how linen nill certainly no| devolve any 
greater hardship -m the beneMetanen of 
tbe wet relive system than nill • loncneg 
of the implement daim» These in the 
cotton combine bave received So per 
rent dividend* on part of tbe Mock k«l-l 
by them ^

NER AGRH I LTI RAL EDITOR 
Owing to repmled demand* «n tbe 

part uf It# readers uf Tea («MM that 
■jrirvdtursl subjerl» sboobl be dealt with 
m tbe paper, on ngvtrnltwrnl editor bn* 
been added t»* th* staff ||#er»#o«th 
attention w(tt Im given In Much raising, 
dam..re peeliry. ftefd husbandry. and 
the varions agrvrnhnrwl enbw*|« Mr 
D 4 < hertesen I» m rharg* «4 thés work 
He n a young man who km spent hri 
bfr on a farm, and after «evecal years' 
•Indy In Maeitotm Lnivemiy. has had 
evpeevenre m agrimltnrsl yonmabsm 
1 ndonbtedly. the new depart mew I «iff 
be appresMted hf the fender» el the 
Grtna

^


