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these 111 returns have been ‘received. Some three
or four clergymen only have failed to respond to re
peated applications for the required information.
['here is, however, reason to believe that the reports
of those persons who have thus omitted to give a
simple reply to a request courteously made, 1n the
interest of a movement having the sanction and ap
proval of the Synod and Bishop, would not be likely
to make any important addition to the figures which
the kindness and good will of the great majority of
the clergy have readily furnished.

The returns from the reported parishes show an
aggregate, after deducting the number represented
by those holding more than one office, of 1,852 male
lay workers coming within the terms of our consti-
tution. As the names have been received, each one
of the workers has been communicated with by cir
cular, of which the following 1s a copy.

Fxtract from the Comstitution.—* The following,
being communicants, shall be eligible for member-
ship :—

“All laymen acting as lay readers or assisting
regularly or occasionally in the services of the church.

“All laymen actiug as Bible Class or Sunday
school teachers.

“ Lay delegates to Synod.

* Churchwardens, sidesmen, and ushers.

“ Members of St. Andrew’'s Brotherhood, Church
Guilds, or other parochial associations of young men,
and, generally, any laymen actively participating in
church work.”

Brantford, August 1st, 1891.

Dlear Sir.—Your clergyman-has, in response to our
circular, named jou as being connected parochially
with one or more of the above-mentioned branches
of Church work, and consequently eligib e for mem-
bership in the * Huron Anglican Lay Workers' As.
sociation.” We have therefore taken the liberty of
entering your name on the register of members. No
fee is required nor are any duties called for in con-
nection with the Association, other than such as
you may voluntarily from time to time undertake to
perform. We shall have the pleasure of communi.
cating with you and inviting your counsel and sug
gestions as occasions may arise. We are, dear sir,
faithfully and fraternally yours, A. H. Dvwoxp,
Chairman of Executive Committee. JosepH LEa,
Secretary-Treasurer.

Several encouraging acknowledgments of the
above have come to band, and no declinations.
The roll of the Huron Anglican Lay Workers' As-
sociation is therefore composed of 1,852 laymen, all
engaged in some branch of the temporal or spiritual
work of the church, and the clergy of the diocese.

Statistics.—The returns classified show the follow-
ing results : —

No. of Parishes making returns, 111: congrega-
tions represented by thelll parishes, 226; parishes
in which lay readers are employed, 61 ; parishes
having laymen as Bible class teachers, 48 ; parishes
having laymen as superintendents of Sunday schools,
85 ; parishes having laymen as Sunday school teach-
ers, 95 ; parishes in which the St. Andrew’s Brother-
hood has been - organised, 13; parishes reporting
other associations with similar objects to above, 14 ;
parishes reporting formation of St. Andrew’s Brother-
hood as being in prospect, 3 ; lay readers—licensed.
38 ; not yet licensed, 65 ; total 103 ; male lay Bible
class teachers, 80 ; male lay Sunday school teachers
(as distinguished from Bible class teachers), 347 ;
male lay Sunday school superintendents, 144 ; total
number of male lay workers reported, 1,852.

Lay Readers.—It may be proper to remark that,
of the lay readers, ten areconnected with our Indian
missions. '

As this is the first attempt to secure precise sta-
tistics, we are not able to show what the increase in
the number of lay readers has recently been. But,
by comparing our present figures with the snmewhat
imperfect returns to the enquiry of the Syood Com-
mittee on lay help, which reported in 1890, the con-
clusion is reached that there has been a not incon-
siderable improvement in this regard. The willing-
ness to accept lay help, and, on the part of lay men,
to render help as lay readers, is, your committee be-
lieve, becoming more general than it was a very
short time since. It will be more easy to gauge the
progress made in this direction in future. ‘

It must indeed be a sterile soil, that after years of
presumed cultivation yields no material qualified for
the lay readership. In these days of popular educa-
tion, a want of literary ability cannot be assigned as
an impediment to a proper selection. The clergy-
man who, within a reasonable parish, cannot lay
his hand on one person fit to be a lay reader, will
do well to look to his own gualifications and methods,
and see whether it is not within himself that the
original fault lies. Only real earnestness will beget
earnestness ; only true zeal for the Master's work
will call zeal and devotion into life, and only men
who are themselves faithful soldiers and servants
will secure worthy recruits for the Lord's service. 1t
will, we trust, not be very long before the fitness
of the laymen of a parish for helping in spiritual
work and services of the church, will be the test, or

at least one tost appin | to the hitness of the jras
tor \vain. there are active, encrgoetic, and we trust
devout men., who, because they have boon  so {ar

physically able to perform their allotted duties ¢ ven
when these have been pretty heavy, think no help
from a lay reader If there be such,
we should like to put for their serious constderation
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the following simple questions. o

(1) Is it possible that any clergyman farthfully
discharging all his ordinary Sunday duties, includ
ing two full services, communions, baptisms, super
vision of Sunday school, Bible class, &c., &¢., would
not find the ‘!zvl‘; of a lay reader to bea yreat relief

2) Are there no occasions, in every l‘“n‘h‘ )
woek llh.{hl or even ‘\'un.h\.\‘ services, when the pres
once of a lay reader would fill a gap if the pastor
were unavoidably absent

(3) Is there in almost any parish no possibility of
church extension by means of lay agency properly
directed ?

(4) Is there in any parish no thoughtful laymen
who would not be brought into closer relaticns with,
and led to take a more active interest in the church,
if given something to do in connection with its ser
vices ?

It will be noticed that a very considerable dispar
ity exists between the returns of licensed and non
licensed lay readers. No doubt many of the latter
have but recently entered upon the work, while
others may only act occasiovally. It may be well
here to call attention to the resolution of the April
conference bearing on point, and which
as follows :

That it 1s expedient that all laymen, regularly or
frequently assistiugin the services of the church,
should be recommended to the Bishop to be licensed
as lay readers under Canon I\ ., and that such licenses
should be ruri-decanal in their character.

This resolution did but echo the opinion of the
Synod Committee. which was adopted as part of
their report, the latter containing the further sug
gestion that, when couvenient, the appointments
should be made orally by the Bishop, and accom
panied with an appropriate service.

Lay Sundiy Schaol The number
of laymen reported as acting in the capacity of Sun
day school superintendents, 141 in all, is large enough
in itself to be encouraging, but when it is recollect
ed that our return embraces 226 cougregations,
and that the Sunday School committee report 211
Sunday schools in operation, it is c'ear that there
is room for a large accession of laymen in this
most important department of church-work. The
duties of superintendent are especially those which
adult l]aymén with habits of organization, order, and
authority, tempered by experience of children, are
well qualified to perform. That the clergyman
shouldjalways have the Sunday school under his persou-
al observation, and be in the closest relations to pupils
and teachers, is beyond question. But that, for the
executive duties of the school at all times, both for
his own relief and as a provision against his neces-
sary and occasional absence, he should have a lay
superintendent to depend upon, will hardly be dis-
puted. It is devoutly to be hoped thata deeper
sense of responsibility on the part of qualified lay-
men will be felt in this important regard. )

Bible Class and Sunduay School Teus hers.—The lay-
men engaged as Bible class and Sunday school
teachers number together 427. The discrepancy
between that number and the figures in the Sunday
school report (480), are to be accounted for by the
absence from this report of four or five parishes in-
cluded in the Sunday school returns, and possibly
by superintendents being, in some instances, classed
as teachers in the latter. That the female teachers
stand in relation to the males of about three to one,
is not creditable to the young men of the church.
The erratic tendencies of the boys of this age sug-
gest many grave problems for consideration, and
some of them would be more easily solved if young
men would, to a larger extent than at present, by
their attendance as teachers, make their younger
brethren feel that it is neither childish nor unmanly
to attend a Sunday school. Nor would the blessing
of Lllle Great Elder Brother be wanting, where love
to Him prompted the effort and sacrifice involved
in devoting a portion of the Lord's Day to His ser-
vice, and a few hours in the week to study and pre-
paration.

Parochial  Associations—St. Andrew's Brotherhood.
—Your committee entertain no doubt that the more
general formation of parochial associations, especi-
ally of the St. Andrew’s Brotherhood chapters, would
have a powerful influence in the direction above in-
dicated and in many others. The influence of young
men over one another, for evil, has been, alas ! too
often shown. Why then are there so few efforts com-
paratively made to bring them into contact for good.
Your committee are aware that the particular form
a parochial organization should take must be decid-
ed by local conditions. But the St. Andrew's Bro-
therhood, with its simple rule of prayer and service,
its disregard of all merely ceremonious or ritual for-
malities, its oneness of aim, and its earnest dedi-

this

WAS

N M pre rintendents.

cation of Al md jrritie tor Lhe M anler n ch.‘“
* L]

ooy particularly adapted to be the ground work of
e lay usofulboss 1n the churel \~“\ll};f tuen \\hu

once becomno enlisted 1 the brotherbiood, do not, as
allow thoir dutios to end

brotherhood's rules

s rule with the ablmorvanee
of the I'boy are to be found
lending a wilhing hand i wany directions, and from
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Concduding Remarks Your committeo are “”'l'l)'
inprossed with the importance, particularly in the
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established usages of the church I'he observanpce
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of the association
as one that needs to bo fostered and ¢ {u‘u;lfﬁlxc:l l))
the Church and the Syonad, but not to be forced or
rashly extended, and they bhave faith to believe
Hmi,.xf conducted prudently, and with an unfailing
dependence on the Holy Spint's guidavce and power,
prejudices, wherever and indifference,
wherever manifested, will be gradually overcome,
and a body of workers raised up from the laity in
this diocese who, with a stugle eye to God's glory,
shall strengthen the hands of their pastors, enlarge
the borders of the Church, aud assist in ‘ln~|-vumg
and broadening the foundations of the Redeemer's
Ringdom. Signed on behall of the Committee, A. H.
Dywmond, Chairman; Joseph Lea, Secrotary - Treasurer.
St. Thomas, Oct. 2Uth, 18]
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Loxpox.—The semi-annual meeting of the Board
of Mauagement of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Dio-
cese of Huron, was held Oct. 26th. A pleasing fea-
ture of the proceedings was the presentation to the
President, Mrs. Baldwin, of a life membership card,
the first which has ever been given in our diocese.
Coming so unexpectedly, Mr«. Baldwin was at first
quite overcome, but wheo able to speak, thanked the
members most warmly for the honour they had paid
her, and immediately handed over the purse of gold,
cousisting of $25, to the Blood Reserve Mission, where
our lady missionary is agaiu at work. The Trea-
surer's report and those of the Secretaries of the vari-
ous departments were read ; the report of the Edu-
cational Committee was received and adopted. The
following resolutions were carried, viz., ‘*that $50
from the F.ducational Fund be s nt to the Bishop of
Algoma to be used towards the educati n of a mis-
sionary's son.” * That a note of congratulation be
written to Mrs. Pinkham, wife of the Bishop of Sas-
katchewan, on having formed a branch of the W.A.
M.A.at Calgary.” Alsoone to Miss Busby, mugrltu-
lating her on being again at her post. One similar
to the one carried in Toronto on the non-valuing of
bales, and one of regret to Mrs. Tilley, one of our
organizing Secretaries, on her being obliged for the
present to give up active work in the Auxiliary. The
report of the Leaflet Committee was highly gratify-
ing. Mrs. Baldwin spoke earnestly in bebalf of the
' Sunbeam Society,” which has lately been organised
for the purpose of sending literature to the settlers
in remote parts of the North-West. She also urged
upon the members the advisability of each one pos-
sessing herself of a membership card, and pointed out
the great spiritual benefit to the branches of holding
in connection with each a Bible and Prayer Union.
Interesting letters were read from the Bishops of
Algoma and Saskatchewan and from other mission-
aries. Inthe evening the Lord Bishop of the diocese
and Mrs. Baldwin held a reception for the members
of the Board, those who were entertaining the dele-

gates from a distance, and the city clergy and their
families.

BRANTFORD-—An omission corrected.—In our report
of the Lay Workers' Convention at St. Thomas, the
portion referring to the excellent address given by
Rural Dean Mackenzie, of Brantford, on ** A Pastor's
Experience of Lay Help,” was accidentally omitted.
The address excited deep interest among the crowded
audience who listened to it, and only the arrival of
the hour for adjournment prevented a fuller discus-
sion of its details. The narrative contrasted very
vividly the state of affairs when the reverend gentle-
man entered upon his pastoral duties and its condi-




