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THE ECUMENICAL CON-
FERENCE.

SPEECH OF REV. GEO. DOUGLAS, D D.

Mr. President, I greatly fear that
the time of the Confeence bas expired,
and I bardly know whether it will not
be an infliction upon you if I make any
extended observations on this occasion.
(Cries of “ Go on.””) Well, Sir, 1a re-
sponding to the words of welcome pro-
nouaced by yourself, words which own
the wisdom and sanctity of age, [ ¢ unt
myself bappy in being perumitted to
bring greetin
miniit‘uin with their flocks, and o pre-
sent them thia day before this great
historical Conference.
be but little among the thuusands, yea,

from some 1200 young | i .
' the glory of early Methodism to give |
| to the Church and to the world. I awm

Although we |
' maidens as beaatifal

millions of our American [sraci, yet

we thank God that He batu given us a
place in our Land of the Lk-s and of
tbe North Star, and that H: bath
opened for us a door of respl-u leat vp-

|
|
|

ortunity in the immediate future. | | .
| ary ; while there 18 a growing convic-

his great empire througbout all its
history has been sending vat its intel-
lectual and morsl light over all the

earth. The bistory of the great Re- |

public to which my honoured friends
belong is on the ascendant, advanciog
with ever increasing power, aad com-
bining 1its influence with that of this
great mother land. Thbe bistory of the
Dominion of Canada, which indeed
forms part of this great empire, and
which 1 think, sir, is perbaps more
loyal to England’s Queen than Eng-
land itself—the bistory of this domin-
ion is but within the horizon, neverthe-
less it is full of propbecy and of &rom-
ise of noble development. It is difficult,
Mr. President, to rise to a conception
of the greatness of that material heri-
tage, that field for high endeavour
which God bas given us. Ay, air, from
the sunrise side of our Dominion, where
the bold Atlantic tosses her crested
billows against the granite heights of
Newfoundland to the sumset side,
where the broad Pacific tells to the
beach ber sweet dreams in sweet low
murmurs, faint and low, we have a dis-
tance exceeding by a thousind miles
that between the dity of London and
the City of Montreal in which we
dwell, and still, sir, from the imagin-
ary line that separates us from the
fmt Republic, we stretch away literal-
Y to the very ends of the eartb. Rich
in undevel resources in our older
provinces, the amazing development of
our great Lone Land tells that our
Hyperion of hope is throned in the em-
pire of the flaming West, whose virgin
soil will yet tremble to the tread of
freeborn millions comprehending thou-
sands of the sons and daughters of vur
British Methodism. Now, sir, this is
the great material foundation which
God bath given us, and on which we
are building, thus raising the temple
of Canadian Methodists, which we
believe will be a home and an asylum
and blessing to coming and far-uff gen-
erations. Already,sir, God bhath given
us a full measure of encouragement.
Though confronted with the most rich-
ly endowed, the most aggressive and
conservative type of Romanism on the
face of the earth, making our Province
of Quebec the Thermopyl® of corfliet
- on the Continent,’ thou i we came af-
ter the Anglican ung Presbyterian
churches, yet, sir, this Conference will
be glad to learn that one out of every
six of the entire population pay hom-
age to the teachings and to the instruc-
tion of Methodism. (Applause.) We
lead the Protestant denominations for
strength in this Dowminion of Canada;
and, sir, we are thankful to say further,
that the united Methodism of the Do-
minion bas made its selection and ad-
beies to the old theology you so finely
presented. We are thankful to say
that though not insensible to the con-
flict of thought that is abroad, to the
questioning and unvest of the scientific
atbeism of this land, the transcenden-
tal and pantheistical pbilosophies of
New England, and the so-call:d higher
criticism—we are thankful to say that
that system of tiuth which was
forwulated here, which was propounded
in tbis centre, is our theodicy, our re-
conciliation of God's ways with which
we confront ull the assaults of adver-
saries. And, sir, we bave planted our-
selves upon this ground, and we bave
made our solemn election 1a this mat-
ter. We rejoice that this formula of
religious thougbt is rapidly tecoming
the most controlling form of religious
belief in the Dominion, and indeed, sir
(as our reverend bishops can bear tes-
timony), over the entire American con-
tinent. From the flowery lande of the
Saskatchewan and the Assiniboine to
the glades of Colorado. from the frozen
regions of Labrador to the cane brakes
of Arkansas and the ranches of Texas,
from the misty isles of Fundy to the
crystal peaks of the Sierra Nevadas,
there is not a city, there is not a town,
there is not a village, there is not a
neighbourbhood, where the influence of
Jobn Wesley's theology is not felt as a
force in our moral regeneration. This,
sir, I say with t ulness before this
t nference. And while the
ethodism of the Dominion holds this
theology in its integrity, it is our la-
bour to incarnate it in symmetrical
Christian character. We recognize
with you, sir, that our great mission is
to build up mworal manhood and to
evolve that most precious of all things
in the universe of God, holiness of
character in its integrity. I will not
despise the fact, sir, that amidst the
cry for culture and wmsthetic develop-
ment of manhood we are oid-fashioned
enough to desire that old type of Chris-
tian manhood that murkege the early
Methodism in all its enthusiasm and
power. In common with you here,
and in the United States, we are con-
fronted with the emasculating forces
of the world; yet in the face of much
false teaching, and in the face of temp-
tation to luxurious sclf-indulgence, we
ring out the cry of penitence and as-
cetic renuncation of the world.
Against the materialistic tendencies of
the age whick would relegate cutof the
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Church and out of the world all super—
patural religion, we comtinue to take
out stand by Divine communication to
the souls of men, and sing, and thank
God, experience that
¢ The Spirit answers to the blood,
And tells us we are born of God.”

And, sir, I rejoice evpecially to ex-
press my oomviction tbat there is a
growing sympathy on the part of our
rising ministry and with that distinct |
truth which s'lumbered in the quietism
of the Port Royalists of Fraace, and
ihe Molinos of Bpain, and which in
evangelistic beauty and vigor it was |

thankful to say that I believe we have
in holiness as
Jane Coper, the memory of whose
character moistened the eyes of Wesiey |
twenty years after she bad gooe to en-
ricb the beavens; and mitrons as con-
secrated as Hester Ann Rogers, who
wept and worshipped in this sanctu-

tion taat the mission of Methodisw is to
spread still S:riptural holiness over the
eutire world. (Applause.) Yes, sir,
we have copre to this great Conference
that we may catch a bigh and boly in-
spiration to live and labor and witness
for sanctification that ia entire, for a
luve that is perfected by grace divine. |
It is, Mr. Bomident. the anxiety ot
Canadian Methodism to solve the diffi-
calt problem, and I confess that for
one I have come here to be instructed, |
—to solve the difficult problem how to |
develop a ministry consonant with the
demands of the age in the breadth of
its culture, in the depth of its scnolar- |
ship, in its sympathy with the great |
living issues of the day, wbile the min-
ist1y shall retain that evangelieal sim-
plicity, tbat entbusiasm, that impas- |
sioned power of appeal that bas made |
the ministry of Muthodism all uver the |
world a force potential to command the |
intallect, to move the emotional nature, |
and to build up a regenerated man-
hood. Mr. President.: We want min-
isters like the untatored colored brotb- |
er who said he wou!d first explain the
text and then apply the text, and then
go on to the lightaing aad thunder.
(Laughter.) We want men who can
wield the polished logic of Wesley, the
thunder of Whitefield, and the search-
ing unction of Fletcher ; while at the
same time they cun take hold of the
current science of the age, and barmo-
nize it with the deepest intuitions of
Christianity. And we trust this Con~
ference will not close without wise,
. ive, inspiring words to guide us,
but shall go over the seas to develop a
ministry that shall promote the entha-
siasm of Methodism onwards to com-
ing generations. Manifold, sir, are
our shortcomings over which we
mourn, but we rejoice to say that in
the Dominion of Canada we are not de- |
generate sons of a moble ancesiry in ]
l

the domain of missions. This day, in
Greenland seas, our missionaries are
following our fishermen among the
Acrctic ice ; this day they are following
in the trail of the Indian in the Great
Slave Lake and through the waters of
the Mackeazie ; this day they join bands
with the missionaries of A.uerican and
British Methodism in the isles of Ja-
pan and the Chinese seas. 8ir, while
we are loyal to every 1nstitution of
Methoaism, our chief enthusiasm ga-
thersaround the missionary cause, and
the Church tu which [ bave the bhonor
to stand conneocted, rose in its wight
and wiped out the responsibility of our
exchequer that we might go furth free-
banded and in our labor to spread the
glad Evangel of our Christiunity. It
bas been already asked why we come
to the mother Church from all over the
globe—why we gather in this conse-
crated centre. Why ? that we may
catch a bigher inspiration, that we may
light our altar fires with a nobler coan-
secration, and go to cur different
fields of labor to live and to die for
Christ. We remember, as my honored
predecessor, the Bishop, intimated, the
great traditions of this land; we re-
member that God bas made tbis land
the theatre of the grandest trinmph of
Christianity. Weremember that when
Rome was changed from brick tv mar-
ble ; when her power culminated in an
imperialism meser su ; when the
eloquence of Cicero still lingered in her
balls, and the songs of Ovnid and Vir-
gi. resounded in her palaces—we re-
member that Christianity came to
these tribes—these Celtic, these Norse,
these Saxon tribes—that it assimilat-
ed them, that it combined them, tbat
it consolidated them, that 1t bailt them
up into that Anglo Saxon race that to-
day commands the resources of the
financial and intellectual world. We
remember that this Christiamity woke
the slumbering intellect which blossom-
ed into that transcendant genius that
will forever walk the inner sanctuaries
of the soul and flash the torchlight of
its revealing into the innermost cham-
bers of emotional and imaginative life. |
We remember that it uplifted the ge-
nius of liberty, anad the proud Planta-
genets and the haughty Tudors and the
werful Edwards and ths weak and '
ckle Stuarts went down before 1t,while
freedom of conscience and of worsbip
became triumphant. We remember !
the brilliant array of men that bave
trod this soil, whose light aud heat
bave gone out over all the earth. We
remember the man whose name we
bear, whose dust lies behind us, whose |
beart as we heard this morning, was
‘ strangely warmed” not far from
where we stand, who became a reform. |
er in temperance a hundred years be- |
fore the Maine Law and the Kansas |
Constitution were framed, whose great
soul was fired with the enthusiasm of
missions while it was as yet an Utopian |
idea, whose fires many waters could |
not quench, who, being desd, speaks |
to-day in ten thousand tongues, who
wore than apy man that ever lived has
woke this sin-pursed world into the
melodies and Jubilee of song, whose
lige bas goneout intov all the earth, and
bis vords into the end of the world.

. skies.

' gateways of the morning.

Yes, Mr. President, millions, I believe
some twenty mllions, sit this day un-
der the shadow of that vine snz

consecrated spot. We remember tbis,
and as we shall go forth to our Conti-

nental homes we trust to go with a |
higher confidence in the divinity of our '

Coristianity, to build up a Christian
civilization, to secure the redemption
of humanity, and to lift them to the
Obh! Mr.
stood on the high banks of the Lower
St. Lawrence and watched the closing

of the day. It opens with promise, it |
' advances wiih usefulness into splendor, | opening the door of a room only six
l'it closes with shadows as the dew weep-

eth for the'departed day; bat over the |

river the departing sun sen® up its sil-
very lLight, which silvered into amber,
wbich ambered into gold, and goldened

into purple, which filled the heavens |
| which was propped up between two

until every cloudlet became as a char-
iot—{estooned witbh purple, aud burn-
ished with gold ; and then began the
trinmphant march away and away to
the orient gateways of the moon. lo-
riously, like the departing day, bas the
Conference begun ; the unction and in-
spiration of its opening will abide with
us. I believe it will advance in useful-
ness, and will become historically influ-
ential. When tbe shadows fall, as they
will do at its close, when we clasp
bands that will be parted for ever upon

| earth, it «ill be only for a little, to

mount the chariots of God, and then
to the everlasting
Wesley,
with thy thousands of sleeping saints
around us, and the millions that lie
in tbese islands; Case, with thy ten
thousands in our Dominion of Canada;
Asbury, with thy millions in the gnr:ut
Republic ; John Hunt, with thy dusky
sons from the far-off isles of the South;
Leigh and Waterhouse and Draper,
with your sons from beneath the South-
ern Cross, the sable sons of Africa.
They look on us to-day—may we gatoh
their spirit; may we emnlate their
labors;; may we follow their example
till the isles shall fly to the continent,
till the valleys shall Jeap up to the
mountain, till the world sball wake
for the Divine Lord. We thank yoa,
Mr. President, on bebalf of the great
mother Church for the weloome you
bave tendered us. We trust that bles-
sing will attend you in the subsequent

ilgrimage of life, and that this great
Suntonnoe will be a new epoch from
which Methodism and the world shall
rice and go forth conquering and to
conguer. (Applause.)

away and away

BREACH OF PROMIBSE.

Aunent the frequent actions for
breach of promise of marriage the

London Telegraph makes a good sug-
gestion. Lord Colendge r y took
occadion to observe that the ibility

of obtaining heavy damages in coart
constitutes as the law at present stands,
practically the only prutection of wo—
men in certain ranks of life, from the
miscondact of men ; for it very often
happens tbat a woman gives up honest-
ly and affectionately, the best years of
her life to a particular man, putting
aside all thoughts of marrying anyone
else.” In the T.ord Chief Justice’s
opinion heavy and substantial damag-
es, however unsatisfactory from some
puints of view, are 1eally the only com-
pensation she can obtain for the wrong:
dooe ber. The Telegraph’s suggestion
is the adoption of a betrothal contract
regularly subscribed and registered, or
an advertisement in"the public press
as in Germany,said contract or adver-
tisement to have legal value as proofs,
bebind which it shall not be necessary
for the Court to inquire. Some such
devise would no doubt act as a check
upon many an inconstaut or designing
love maker. and would enable an injur-
ed woman to obtain legal redress with-
out that exposure to ridicule which at-
tends the production of the inevitable
bundles of “love.letters ” in court—
an exposure the dread of which no
doubt compels many an ill-used woman
to sit down quietly under the smart of
(glno;l and life-lasting injury.—Toronto
e.

ENTERPRISE.

A St. Louis paper tells of an exhibi-
tion of American enterprise not gener-
ally known. The committee of Revis-
ion of the New Testament arranged
that on a certain day the proof-sheets
of their labors stould be given out in
England simultaneously to all publish-
ers, British and American. The Eug-
lish printers whuld thus have eight or
nine days start of the American print-
ers, The Appletons, of New York,
bowever, having seclected a corps of
workmen sent th2m across the Atlantic

and aleo all the necessary plant, in 8o |

quiet a way that their doings and in-
tentions were not suspected.

The necessary space and passage for
the workmen were secured on a fast
steamer for the entire voyage, and as
soon as the proofs above-mentioned
bad been secured, and the printers
were at sca, they commenced their
work and by the time the steamer

was in type and had been stereotyped,
and in twenty-four hours thereafter the

| perfected book was being issued to the

news dealers.

WASHINGS AND WAKES,

| fig- | made
tree which the right hand of the min- ! St James's Gasetfe containingthe follow-
istry of Methodism planted in tbis : ing paragrap
| the meeting of the Toxteth Board of

President, I bave
| while searching fora man who bad de-

| cisively to the very objectionable gath-
! erings among the lrish koown as
' “ wakes.” The clerk to the guardians

| while others not yet reduced to this

| in districts inhabited bythe Lrish poourer
( classes ; and the sooner ‘ wakes’ with

| day, before be had fairly begun, sud-
! denly stopped and exclaimed, “ Breth- ’

. gaog to sleep, but dinna gang betore 1

' cile the teachings of the Bible with

, reached New Yoik the revised edition

the steamer bringing the issue of the Ja-
pon Mail 1n which the observation is
brought aleo a late number of the

b : “ A statement made at

Guardians tbe other day omce more
shows how desirable it is that some
should be taken to put a stop de-

reported that one of the parish officers,

serted bis wife and family, went to a
house where a ¢ wake’ was going on. Un

feet by twelve in size, a horrible spec-
t acle met his eyes. A nuwmber of per-
sons were lying on the floor of the
glomy and narrow den dead drank,

condition were ¢ waking the body,

chairs. The spectacle, said the officer,
was one of the mest dreadful be had
ever witnessed. Such scenes are, how-
ever, it is to be feared, buttoo common

all their attendant borrurs are suppress-
ed the better.”

BREVITIES.
A shot that bits is better than a
broadside that misses.

Don’t dilg‘rlge your fellow labor-
er’s work. ve that to the devil who
will not neglect it.

When a good resolution is formed,
beware of tbe tempter—he is then al-
ways the nearest.

.~

There are many men whose tongues
might govern multitudes if they could
govern their tongues.

If there is any great or good thing
in store for you, it will not come at the
first or second call.—Emerson.

To marry a rake to convert hiw is
risky business, and takes a mighty
smart missionary.— Humorist.

J. G. Holland writes as follows in
Mrs. Hayes’ album: *“ Women ouly
can make wine drinking unfashionable,
and heal the nation of its carse.’”’

A young girl generally loses her
freshness by mingling with fashionable
society, as & bright strcam does by
mingling with the sea.

“ It’s the little bits ov things that
fret and worry us,” says Josh Billings,
“ We kan dodge aa elepbant, but we
kan’t a fly.”

“ There are two bnating associations
here,” wrote a Japanese student home,
* called Yale and Harvard. When it
rains the members read books.”

Ralpb, who was just seven, ran to
his mother exclaiming: “ Mamma,
Eva McCall says, ‘I are’ instead of *1
is.” She does n’t know much ’bout
’ritbmetic, does she P”

Just as soon as any coavistion of
truth becomes central and vital, there
comes the desire to utter it. Bacrifice
is gladness, service is joy, when such
an idea becomes a comwmanding power,

Two Iowa farmers have been at law
for a long while over the ownership of
some calves that long since became
beef. The ocosts already incurred
amount to $2,300, and the end 1s not
yet.

* What shall 1 tell people who ask
whetber youare engaged 7’ said a young
lady at the dinner-table to a somewhat
eccentric theological student. * Tell
them tbat you dun’t know,” was the

reply.

The man who doesn’t get as mad and
run a8 fast to get his cow out of bis
neigbhbor’s ¢orn-ficld as he does to get |
bis peighbor’s cow out of bis own, |
basn’t 5ot the answer to the golden !

rale.--Glasgow Times.

“ As for me,” says Mme. Z. whose
busband is a member of the French
Senate, “I always do my shopping
when the Benate 1s discussing the Ap-
Eropristion Biils. Then, you see, my

usband is aecustomed to such large |
figures that my bills look small to bim.” |

A Scotch preacher who found zxisl
congregation going to sleep one Sun-

ren, it's nae fair; gie a mon balf a
chance. Wait till Tget alang, and
then if I’'m nae worth listening to,

get commenced. Gie a mon a chance.” |

A skeptical editor of thc Springfield
lican once said to a Baptist min-
ister : *“ M¢. ——, how de you recon-

the latest conclusions of science ?”’ “ 1
bave not seen this morning’s Kepubli-
can,” said the minister. ‘ Wkat are
the latest conclusions of modern sci-
ence ?”

A young lady graduate read an essay |
entitled “ Employment of Time.” Her
composition was based on the text, |
“ Time wasted is existence ; used is life.” |
The next day she purchased eigut |

~ounces of zepbyr ot different shades,

The: Japanese authorities have a dif- |

ﬁcnlt'queo'tion to face. It is the cus-
tom in Kiokin to disinter and wash
the skeletons of the dead on the third
anniversary of their decease, but Kiu-
kin was decimated by the euolera 1n
1879, and it is feared that opening the
graves of the victima will produce an-
other epidemie,

pan Mail, “to forbid the thing by

* Yet,” says the Ja-

|

edict would have pretty much the same |

effect as to make waking corpsesa crim-
1gal act in Ireland.” Qddly emougb,

and commenced working a sky-blue
dog with sea-green ears and a pink tail |
on a piece of yellow canvas. She ex- |
pects to have it done by Cbristmaus.

People are inclined to look upon re- |
lizion as cheap, and earthly goeds as
expensive. If they can go to beavea
on a free pass they would like to go, |
but not otherwise. A man will work
most slavishly all day to g-t money
enough to go to the circus, and whes |
Sunday comes be might exert himself |
to spend a few minutes in church, and |
then place a nickel on the colleetion |
plate,~Catholic Columbiam,

BROWN & WEBB

(Established 1834.)

WHOLESALE

DRUGGISTS

SPICE MERCHANTS

AND

DRYSALTERS
HALIFAX, N.S.
Warehouse and Counting-rooms,

COR. DUKE & HOLLIS STREETS

Steam Mill and Stores
TOBIN'S WHARPF.

AVERY’S

BALSAMIC SYRUP

Can be confidently recommended as a mos-
pleseant and efficacious remedy for recent
coughs, colds, etc., etc. This preparation comt
Kounded from the prescription of Dr, Avery,
as been in use for over 30 years, and with
unvarying success. Convincoj by so long and
thorough a trial, of its great superiority to the
various nostrums so persistently advertised, we
bave detcrmined to put it more prominently
before the public. Once known it is always
used as the

FAMILY COUGH MEDICINE

being more palatable as well as more efficacions
than auy of the advertised COUGH REME.
DIES, and both better and cheaper tham those
commonly dispeused by Druggists,

Price, 35 Cents Per Bottle

Of Druggists and general dealers throughout
the Provinces.

BROWN & WEBB
PROPRIETORS.

BROWN’'S

UNIYERSAL PILLS

(SUGAR COATED.)

Are composed of the best Alterative, Laxative
and Cathartic Medicines, combined in a scien-
tific and skilful mauner, according to the action
of the different drugs upon the different parts
of the alimentary canal and other organs.

The proprietors claim for these pills a superi-
ority over very many others of a similar ba.
ture, because in them a number of well known
and standard medicines of the pharmacopwmia
are so0 combined and in such jons, that
although their action begins in the stomach, it
by no means ends there, but extends to the
liver, pancreas, lacteal glands, &c., so that ob-
structions in any of these will generally be
overcome by their proper use and thus proper
JNigestion and Realthy blood produced.

They are not a quack medicine in any sense,
unless science and skill are quackery, for adean-
tage has been taken in their prepaation of the
learning and experience of emionent physicians
and p! tists.

PREPARED BY

BROWN & WEBB

AND SOLD BY

Druggists and Medicine Dealers
Generally.

PRICE, 25 CENTS PER BOX.
BROWN & WEBB'S
B

CRAMP & PAIN (U

No “ Painkiller,” however boldly sdvertised
surpasses this Standard Preparation for the
relief of the class of symptoms for which such
remedies are so much used.

For CRAMPS and PAINS in
the STOMACH, BOWELS or
SIDE; SORE THROAT,

RHEUMATISM,
LUMBAGO,

SCIATICA,
NEURALGIA,
CHILBLAINS,
FROST BITES,
CHOLERA,
DIARRH(EA,
&c., &c.

It is"an unfailing relief and frequent cure. Its
stimulant, rubefacient, and anodyne qualities
adapt it to a large class of disorders, and make
it a most valuable

Family Medicine,

PREPARED BY

BROWN & WEBB

AND SOLD BY

Druggists and Medicine Dealers
PRICE, 25 CENTS PER BOTTLE.

BROWN & WEBB'S

FLAVORING
EXTRACTS

Are unequaie. ‘or strength and purity of
flavor Ly sny imported brund, They are made
from the purest und choicest matezials, with 1o
inferior or factitious admixture, and need
only a trial to slow their great superiority to
tbe flavors comuionly »6ld in the shiops.

PRICE, 256 CENTS PER BOTTLE.

Ask your M for Them |
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Dr. MARCH'S ‘WORKS,
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