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CANADA WESLEYAN METHODIST 
CONFERENCE.

ORDINATION OF CANDIDATES 
MtXISTRT.

FOR THE

The Service* on the Occasion.

SEMIONS 1)1 THE REV. W. M. I'USHOX, AND 
REV. F,. RTF.RSON.

1 esterday the services in the Bridge 
Street Wesleyan Church, on the occasion of 

Ordination of the Candidates for tlie 
Mioisti y who ha.l previously been received 
into full connexion with the Church, were 
of a specially interesting character. Sel
dom has the Church been so crowded as on 
this occasion. The attendance was not 
confined to the residents of Belleville, or 
even to its immediate neighborhood, as the 
steamer ‘ St. Helen ’ made u trip from Tren
ton, bringing a"large number of passeugers 
for the purpose ot hearing the ordination 
sermons. The steamers ‘ Greenway " and 
' Quail,’ from Piclou, also brought loads of 
passengers, while the ferry boat 1 Prince 
Edward ’ made extra trips on the occasion. 
There was a love feast in the morning, 
commencing at nine o'clock, in which the 
proceedings were of much interest and the 
attendance large. But it was not until the 
usual hour of Sabbath morning worship 
that the service proper was commenced.

Ticket holders were admitted at the 
basement door at 10 :10, and twenty min
utes later the main doors were thrown open 
to the public, who, accelerated in their pro
gress by the light shower of rain which 
then began to fall, thronged inside with ea
ger haste. As is usual on special occasi
ons during Conference, the central seats 
were reserved for the use of the clergy, 
who filled them completely. Seats were 
placed in the aisles and fronting the pulpit, 
all of which were occupied and a number 
of people were compelled to leave. Alto
gether there must have been nearly 2,500 
persons within the buiding.

At 11 o'clock the services were begun by 
singing the 619th hymn. Rev. Joseph El
liott, ex-President of the Conference, then 
engaged in prayer, offering up a special 
petition for the candidates about to be or
dained. At its conclusion the choir sang 
an anthem, “ God is the refuge of his peo
ple." Rev. Mr. Puushon read a lesson 
from the Psalms, and the 24th chapter of 
Luke, commencing at the 13th verse to the 
end. The choir followed with the 621st 
hymn.

REV. W. M. PUNSHON's SERMON.

The Rev. Wm. Morlky Punshon, M. A, 
President of the Conference, then proceeded to 
deliver the ordination sermon, taking bis text 
troin Luke, chap. 24, verse 45 to 48 inclusive,
“ Then opened be their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures, and said 
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it be
hoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead 
the third day : and that repentance and remisai- 
onof sins should be preached in llis i 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And 
ye are wilnesses of these things.” The Rev. 
gentleman said : Another world is very near to 
us. Although we cannot penetrate its secrets 
and bold intercourse with those who have pass 
ed from us, we are apt to imagine sometimes 
that it a voice from beyond the grave were per 
mined to speak to us, it would be a most etÏL-e 
tuai restraint upon the ungodly. But the emo 
lions which the supernatural excites are mere
ly those of tear, and the terror engendered is 
apt to become defiance when the source of these 
apprehensions has departed. Moreover Scrip
ture assures us that if the secrets ot the prison 
house were revealed to us it would have no more 
convincing effect tor them that beard not Mosea 
and the prophets, neither would they be persua
ded though one rose from the dead. There 
must be always hope. If bright messengers 
were to hover around us with heavenly tidings, 
or if God were to speak to us as to the seer» ot 
old, we must have hope. Dear brethren, look 
upon this picture. There is nothing about Him 
as you look upon Him, to stir the heart or 
send a strange feeling to the brain, and yet you 
are in the presence of One who has known the 
mysteries of death. That eye which now spark
les with affection was recently covered with the 
film of death. That trame, now lull of vigor 
was shrouded in the grave. Those hands were 
pierced with nails and clenched in agony. That 
great loving heart was still in death, but dying 
once he dieth now no more, and you gaze upon 
the risen Saviour, This is, so to speak, one ot 
the Saviours posthumous utterances the living 
Apostles address to u», sealed with the signet 
of the holy sepulchre. Its sacred and gentle 
manifestations soothed the bruised heart of 
Peter, and now He is revealed to us in all the 
realities ot the second incarnation. Once hav
ing light and composing themselves to the re 
cognition ol the familiar tones, how eagerly 
they listened to His voice. Ho had prepared 
them lor His departure, and though they were 
slow to believe it,they knew they could not have 
Him long. They watched tor the smallest sign 
ot the coming of the chariot which was to sever 
them forever in this world from the Master. 
They loved their Lord, but with the conscious
ness that they were nearing Heaven they ling
ered in the view of their country. From the 
tenacity ol our own memories, how easily each 
word that dropped from the Master’s lips would 
sink into the faithful beans ot the disciples. He 
assures them that His purpose is the same as it 
was before. His design alter His agony has not 
changed, but rather that His death should bind 
the new dispensation in one chain ot continuity 
for ever. As it be said “ You understand, my 
" words now—they were dark and obscure 
“ before. There are the words which I spake 
‘ untv you while I was yet with you, that all 
“ thinys must be fwfjilltd which were written 
“ in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
“and in the Psalms conccminy me." Ob! 
how beautifully does the Saviour adapt His 
blessings to the wants ol the people ? What 
did he do ? He opened and expounded the 
Scriptures to them, and they said one to 
another, do not our hearts burn within 
us ? And now he is going away. ’ He 
opens their understanding. Now they un
derstand the Scriptures. There was no need 
of an interpreter when He the great Intelligence 
was there ; and now be opens their understend
ing that they may understand the Scriptures, 
and says unto them, “ Thus it is written

starting point ol 'be discourse to-day. “ Thus 
it is written"—to rise from the dead the third 
'•lay. and that repentance and remissions ol sins 
should be preached in hit name among all na- 
lions, beginning at Jerusalem, and ye are wit
nesses of these things. You observe dear 

| brethren, that the appeal is in these words as a 
candid revelation from God, whose slightest 
word is a greater authority than anything of 
earth. Thus it written—as if that did away 
with all misgivings as to its fulfilment. Noth
ing is more remarkable than the reverence 
which is uniformly paid by the Scriptures 
to the Scriptures. There is no question in the 
Bible of iu own authority- but it is assumed 
there that everybody in the world can see it. 
Thus it was at ooee the standard ot the Mas
ter’s power and the weapon ol the Master’s de
fence. With this, you will remember He rout
ed the enemy. "It is written thou shall not 
tempt the Lord thy God." With this, when 
assailed by temptation,He perplexed the casuis
try of the tempter. He said •• Thus it is writ
ten," and this was sufficient. . When on the 
cross, legions of angels would have gladly swept 
down to His assistance and to launch their ven
geance on His foes. Bui how then would the 
Scripture» have been fulfilled, that thus it must 
ne ? It seems, then, as if the atonement and 
the resurrection of Christ—vital doctrines as 
thev are — inseparably connected with the 
salvation of the world — were proclaimed 
with such earnestness of expression as to 
vindicate the majesty of the imperial Scriptures. 
Sooner shall the earth be moved than that one 
stain should be cast upon the promises of Scrip
ture Thus it is written and thus it behoved 
Christ to sutler. There are massive truths in 
these nerds, which it will be impossible tor us 
to overtake in their fullness,but upon the skirls 
of which we can hardly tread without some 
amount of blessing and without learning some
thing of the purposes for which the death and 
resurrection were accomplished, and then ol 
the testimony which was behind it. Taking 
the first point thus it is written and thus it be
hoved Christ to suffer. This re minds me that 
there was nothing arbitrary or contingent about 
iheRcdeemer’s plan. Everything that happened 
to him happened according to an arranged, and 
definite plan. Nothing took him by surprise. 
No bitterness, no trembling, no shame, either 
through tha spitting and mocking crowds, or 
Gethsemane's dread place of agony. An un
fathomable sorrow was present in that sublime 
moment ot self-denial when He said, “ Lo 
I come in the volume of a book it is written ol 
me to do thy will.” He seems to regard his 
sacrifice not only ns a service voluntarily un
dertake, but as a duty. He appears to recog- 
nizetlie position in which he bad placed bimseh 
as having laid himself under a moral necessity 
to die. Now that everything that is foretold 
to the Saviour was foretold in the Word—that 
everything that is borne by theSaviour was fore
told in tbeWord.the testimony of Jesus is a spi 
rit of prophecy—that which was the essence ol 
it all. Evidence of him gleamed upon the death 
couch of expiring seers, and caused the blood 
that had begun to curdle about the heart to 
flow again as in the vigor of youth. The com 
ing Saviour was foretold by almost all the min
or twelve of the prophetical canon, and of the 
lour Kings of vision Daniel recognized the 
Messiah ; Ezekiel finds a place in his stem pro
phecy for the tender Shepherd ; Jeremiah is 
forced to change his tears and lamentations for 
triumph as he speaks ol the Saviour ; Isaiah 
recounts for us with so much detail and preci
sion the circumstances of His suffering that we 
are constrained to ask whence is this ? it sounds 
less like a prophecy of the future than a narra
tive ot the past. Yes, the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy, and this, independ
ent of the circumstances ot the Cross artti in
dependent also of the love of the Redeemers 
heart, because the purpose was cherished from 
eternity, and the verification and explicitness 
of Scripture testimony all made it necessary 
that in the end of the world Christ should ap
pear to put away sin by the sacrifice of him
self. Thus it is written “ it behoved Christ to 
suffer,” although the main necessity, as re
garded in the text, seems to result from the in
fallibility of Scripture. There are other caus
es of solemn and eternal importance which 
made it necessary that Christ should die. (tod 
sat upon a throne, a throne of equity in holy 
contrast to kings of earthly nations, who were 
living in voluptuousness and cruelty. He an
nounced His abhorrence ol sin and that He 
could not look upon it. While He extends 
His protection to the innocent. He visits the 
guilty with His anger, and it rolls upon then 
like successive peals ot thunder. Either then 
the law must take its course, and the whole 
world of trasgressors perish, or tbei e must be 
a scheme devised some way by which man 
could be rescued and God and his laws justi
fied. The expedient ot mercy was rendered. 
There are circumstances in human history 
where men have submitted to privation, wrong, 
torture—aye, even bonds and death, rather 
than betray a confided trust or perjure a plight
ed word. And shall the word of God be re
garded with less sacredness, or be upheld by 
vindication less solemn ? Hence, in the majes
ty of His justice and in the majesty of bis love 
he spared not his own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us. Thus it is written and thus it be
hoved Christ to suffer. There could hew no 
other Redeemer of men because all men had 
sinned, and if it were possible tor some inno
cent one to have escaped the contagion and to 
have kept his untainted spirit spotless from in
fancy to the last gasp ot life, that would bebie 
simple duty, and it would be no merit. The 
obedience of the loftiest seraph as well as the 
obedience ot the humblest child is mortgaged 
to God. Even [angels were powerless. We 
must perish out of the way when bis wrath is 
kindled it there is no help for us but the re
sources which depend upon human power or 
angelic sympathy. We dare not trust our case 
in incompetent hands. Our sin is great ; we 
must have a great Saviour. Our danger 
is imminent ; we must have a deliverer 
equal to the occasion. They are cased in 
armor which defies aU mortal steel. We 

cast ourselves at the feet of the 
Saviour. Yes, dear brethren, it behoved 
Christ to suffer, because in him alone the ex
tremes of nature met. It behoved Christ to 
suffer, because in His arm He had the omnipo

tence of power, and because from His heart 
there issued the omnipotence ol love. There 
are traces enough everywhere of sin. We see 
it in the scourge of people. We see them in 
the desolations of sickness and in the drunk
ard’s palsied limbs, in the profligate. We see 
them in the wicked, fleeing when no man pur- 
suetb. We see them in the 'experience of sin
ners among us who realise the fable ol the 
old hunter. Act won, and in the terrors ot an 
avenging conscience are tom to pieces by 
their own doubts. You must think of His life 
and His incarnation. You must see him cloth
ed with sorrow. You must see Him mocked 
in the Judguent Hall—racked on the cross— 
dishonored in the tomb. See Him when be 
bows down to enter into darkness which was 
eternity to Him, beceuse His Father's counte
nance was hidden. Oh ! if you can look upon 
these things—exacting a life for a life—com
pelling the innocent to suffer for the guilty— 
then surely you will be constrained to admit in 
an intensity of penitence and sorrow that you 
never felt before, that an illustration that is at 
once of the strongest is to be gathered from 
the Cross of Christ. Sinner, I want to talk 
with thee a little more closely. After reading 
the history you have been found moved to 
tears. Yes, there are many here with sensi
tive hearts and keen appreciation of the pathe
tic and tragic and moved to tears—perhaps to 
anger—as the Frankish chieftain of old, who 
cried on bearing the recital, “ Oh, if I had on
ly been there with my trusty Franks, I would 
have avenged His death !” Cease your hypo
critical tears ! Ye yourselves are accomplices 
of His murderers Every sin you now commit 
is a fresh crucifixion of your Savjour, raising 
him upon another cross, piercing Him with a 
sharper spear, and causing the blood to flow 
again that [lias been shed lor you. We will 
now take the next thought, which is that Chi ist 
rose again the third day. There was equal ne
cessity. it would seem, for the harmony of the 
scheme of redemption and the fulfilment ol 
prophecy, that Christ should rise from the dead 
as well as die. It was written just as frequent
ly about by David in his Psalms, and spoken 
of by Peter in his pentecostal sermon. The 
veracity of Scripture required that not only 
should He die, but that His soul should not be 
left in Hades, nor his flesh see corruption. If 
He were not thus to complete his plans, death 
wculd be to man an eternal slumber, instead of 
being as now a beacon of warning, the world 
would have no intercessor at the right hand ol 
God, and there would be left but the broken 
fragments of his ancient sceptre. The Saviour 
was vested with power to overcome all things 
He was proclaimed to be the Son ol God, with 
power to rise again from the dead. The re
surrection, moreover, was to be the ehiel of 
the many forcible evidences which were to sus 
tain the hearts and fire the words of the Apos
tles, for “ if Christ be not risen then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain." It 
was necessary that He should rise again, to at
tain his official perfection, as our prophet, 
priest and king, or our glory—Hi» glory would 
have been obscured—our Easter would have 
been rendered precarious and uncertain. We 
cannot do without this truth of the resurrection 
of Jesus—our faith clings to it with affection 
and kindles with ardor—our hope soars with in 
vigorated pinions as we gaze upon it. Sinner, 
have you an interest in this miracle ? Are you 
raised from eternal death in the likeness of 
Christ’s resurrection ? He died and rose again 
for your justification— are you justified ? Or 
do do you still cling to the rank and foul se
pulchre—are you dead in sin ? Turn to God ! 
Let yours be not the greater damnation tor 
having had the Saviour’s example in bursting 
the letters of death—by your resurrection now 
the second death will have no power with you. 
Happy are you if you accept the truth—happy 
are you if you can triumph in the Easter ol 
Christ. Let your first fruits be to assist in the 
awakening immortal humanity. Get close to 
Christ. Glory in Christ’s finished work, and, 
like the swan, whose sweetest song is its last 
your latest moments, as you are wafted up to 
the sky, will ring with jubilant music. Ours 
the cross—ours the heaven. We will now, tor
a moment see to the purpose for which it was 
declared that repentance and remission ol sins 
should be preached among all nations, begin
ning at Jerusalem. These were the Saviour's 
last words before leaving this earth. Mark 
the order ot progress : First at Jerusalem, 
the seat ot the Jewish religion. It was to be 
a work of testimony, and what nation had been 
more faithful in its testimony. Though groan
ing under all forms of government—though 
torn by intestine strife and dissensions, it had 
held fast to its testimony of the unity and spi
rituality of Qod and the Messiah also, whom 
their blinded prejudices forbade'tbem to re
ceive. Still there was something Catholic about 
it. It was first tor the Hebrew and then for 
the Gentile. Like sparkling water, it was free 
to all, even the barbarous stranger. It was the 
charter of their liberty, their title to the house 
of God. Crimping and narrowness were to be 
no longer. The old dispensation was done 
away with. Priests were to be no more—all were 
now to be preachers, preaching repentance and 
reroissioe ot sins, beginning at Jerusalem. AU 
were to be evangelists—not secluding them
selves to cloisters and cells. This testimony 
would not be content with holding its own, 
though it had always done that well. It must 
go on conquering forever. The witnesses of 
salvation who had been provided, would pro
claim the glad tidings first at home, then to 
their countrymen, and then to the uttermost 
paru of the earth. Beginning at Jerusalem ! 
Tes! the Saviour must have his revenge on 
that fickle and cruel city. It was such satisfac
tion that the Redeemer de.lighled in—if haply 
the very men who mocked and crucified him 
might be the first to fall into penitence before 
him—if haply the eye that aimed the spear at 
his side might look for hope among the first. 
We have now before us men who have conclu
ded that this mission shall be their tile-work, 
and I am commissioned now to preach repent
ance and remission ol sins, repentance in order 
to remission of sins. Your sins are so foul, so 
venal, that without it yoa will perish. Yet 
whatever their enormity—whatever the aggra
vation that has accumulated—Christ is ready to 
forgive. I do not know of any more touching 
manifestation of love than this. I preach re
pentance and remission of sins in Bis name.

I exhort you to trust in it, for Irons Jesus alone 
can your first contrition come. It is the magic 
talisman which charms away sin and doubt. 
No amount of self-inflicted torture can win 
what I am empowered to offer you freely. 
What the Peruvian mines, or argolaad 
with treasure—wha: the riches ol California 
cannot purchase is without money or without 
price. It is a solemn matter Thej name 
Jesus will be pre-eminent, and you cannot hin
der it any moie than a worm can obstruct the 
progress of a chariot—any more than a moth 
can extinguish the flame around which it flits. 
The chariot rolls on, but the worm is crushed ; 
the flame bums more bright, but the golden- 
tipped wings of the moth are burnt. Let us 
cast our care upon God and we are safe—He is 
our refuge. He is waiting now to be gracious. 
1 adjure yon to hallow this occasion by giving 
yourselves folly to Hit service. Christ is seek
ing to wean roe from the world, but he will sot 
force you into heaven any more than He will 
force you into bell. He will never do that. 
I oui and dishonoring to his name would be the 
preacher who would proclaim that from the pul
pit. He will do everything—He will exhort— 
He will plead—but be will never compel you to 
enter heaven, nor will He bar its portals 
agaiast you. You may spurn his offers if you 
choose, but you cannot charge God with injus
tice in dooming you to perdition. You are a 
moral suicide and will be branded so, as if yon 
bad struck a dagger into your breast. I offer 
you mercy ! I offer you love ! Come to Je
sus ! You yourselves are witnesses of these 
things. The name of Jesus ! Why, what 
other name is likely to work salvation—what 
other name is likely to bow the proud necks ol 
earthly rebels P The brightest angel above 
would stammer at the unwonted honor and 
shrink trom the task- no being hot the Savi
our can redeem mankind. Believe in Hie name 
and preach repentance and remission of sins. 
Be faithful then ! Be faithful ! and the Lord 
God of your fathers will bless yon even a thou
sand fold.

It is almost impossible to describe the 
same which occurred during the delivery of 
this masterly discourse, which we here but 
imperfectly reproduce. The emotions of 
the speaker, clothed in his powerful lan
guage, were magnetic, and seemed by 
some invisible agency to become transfer
red from the preacher to the auditors. At 
one time the hearers were bathed in tears 
at the depiction of the sufferings of Jesus 
in witnessing the sins of evil-doers. Chang
ing the theme to the bright promise of sal
vation his hearers evinced the deepest emo
tions, low but irrepressible.

The ordination was then proceeded with, 
in the form prescribed by the Church viz., 
the questioning of the candidates on a vari
ety of subjects ; all of which they answer
ed satisfactorily, and the laying on of hands 
with the blessing of the Church. After 
this, the newly ordained ministers were 
each presented with a Bible by the Presi
dent, and authorized to go forth and preach 
the Word of God.

HEV. DR. RYERSON'S SERMON.

In the evening the pulpit ol the same Church 
was filled by the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, Toronto, 
who preached from the text—the 3rd verse ol 
the 2nd chapter of the Epistle to'the Hebrews 
—•• How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation ?"

In the doctrine from which we derive the 
question, the startling question of the text, we 
distinctly discover the responsibility and priv
ileges ot man. It is a doctrine bearing clesely 
on many important features of this life ; for in
stance, it deals largely with the administration 
of Justice. It was patent to all, that where 
there arc a number of boys who commit the 
same offence, the one knowing better was in a 
sense more gulity than the one less informed ; 
where two men commit offences against law 
and the rights of society, the one instructed, ed
ucated—the one who knew the obligations and 
circumstances of the case—was equally to 
blame with his ignorant fellow mortal. Thus 
we have the position of the criminal defined, 
and from the nature ol the text, it must appear 
evident that even chosen cities—those who re
fuse to embrace the privileges offered them by 
the Son of man, are liable to destruction, after 
the manner of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
principal point observed iu the text is the great
ness of salvation and the dreaded consequence 
of neglect. This, my dear brethren, is tin 
leading inference, and it is this single tact—the 
dangers and extreme perils of neglect, and on 
the reverse, the beauties and greatness of sal
vation, that I now desire to impress upon your 
inquiring minds, moved to action by the ser
vices in the lore psrt of the day. There are 
many points in connection with 'his theme, on 
which I could address you, but of these I have 
only selected two or three of the most impor
tant to expound to-night. In the first place I 
may remark, that the extent and greatness of 
this salvation can be easily interred Irom the 
majesty of the Author—and you are well aware 
from the doctrine that He is none else than the 
eternal Son of God.—Think that it is no other 
than the Redeemer himself ; that no other be
ing existing, no other than the one held by the 
power of the Almighty Father can accomplish 
such an incomprehensible work. Is it not 
quite stupendous to effect a salvation, through 
which means we can gain access to a distant in
heritance ? When we look to the cross of Je 
sus Christ, as on this morning ; when we think 
ot him nailed to the accurseit tree, writhing in 
bitter agony ; when the sun himself turned into 
darkness, and the curtain rent in twain at the 
catastrophe ; ot the Divine Being who could 
scatter things visible into nothing ; when we 
think of him who said, “No man taketh mi
lite from me, I have power to lay it down and 
take it again when we think that he whom 
tbev persecuted on the cross was the bright 
star of Bethlehem, was the King of Zion, rating 
in supreme authority from everlasting to ever
lasting; when we thi-ik it was He who gave 
himself a ransom for us, and thereby wrought 
out salvation—we cannot bat realize his boun
tiful love. We have many blessed hopes in 
this salvation, and likewise individual danger, 
respecting ear tutors prospects, were we to 
neglect its injunctions. “ To say, “ I will not 
have you to reign oser me,"—if you reject this 
the brightest and greatest of all manifestations 
of life; if you insist spon terming aside, contra

ry to the admonition of a glorified Sovereign in 
the universe, then I ask. How can you escape 
the wrath to come ? Can yon expect a more 
vivid and clearer manifestation of the provisions 
ot God for our ultima's redemption ? Can you 
anticipate more slrikiag illustrations of the lile 
and character of Jesus himselt ? And oh ' if 
yon can reject this salvation, bow ran von think 
of escaping the results of oomltgiti-d stubborn
ness ? Agsin. the salvation is increased in ro- 
tue, on account of the agent from whom it is 
procured—the agent by whom it is forcibly and 
practically applied : you heard read in the chap
ter from the New Testament—the 14th chapter 
of John—at the commencement ot the exercis
es ol this evening, that the presence of the Sa
viour was a blessing to the Church and people ; 
that the verv thoughts of his departure to an in
visible world filled the hearts of His disciples 
with sorrow ; we learn in short, that His pres
ence anywhere oa earth, was attended with 
blessings unsneahable—blessings looked for- 
ward to by prophets with expectations of un
told joy. Yet ir was expedient that he should 
separate for a time—not because he felt indif
ferent relative to the interests of mankind. His 
purpose was two-fold ; hot to prepare a place 
lor you. Not only a place for you, but to in
troduce you into that heavenly home to sing 
pr|iaes to the Lamb before the throne of grace ; 
to have access to him, and enjoy sweet commu
nion with Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; and 
while absent in the body, I leave you not com
fortless, says the Lord ; there is a still greater 
privilege reserved for you ; I send you a Com
forter, who shall abide with you forever. When 
I think that at the present time I am the senior 
non-snperannated minister in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conlereoce, numbering 600 mem
bers, and of my auspicious entry into that body 
when the eldest reached only 30 years of age, 
I cannot mistake the rapid changes eonstantly 
occurring in our midst, and seem urged to 
proclaim the glad tidings of the Gospel through
out the country. I ask what has produced such 
wonderful changes ; has it been wealth, power 
or wisdom ? has it been the patronage of Gov
ernment or similar suggestions ? Certainly 
not ; they are brought about by an omnipotent 
electrical (as it were) influence. Surrounded 
however, by every privilege tending to their 
moral welfare, how many pass away unconvert
ed, and bearing no «fleet of the presence of 
the Spirit ot God. The question my dear 
Christian friends is, not only as regards the 
blessings ; but for the purpose ol completing 
the acts of redemption ; the confeas'on of 
the word, of the rejoicings and judgments in 
the future, and it is by the power ot the Spirit 
that scriptural truths are rendered sharper than 
any 'wo-edged sword. There is no one travel
ling the highway to ruin, who bas not bad to 
battle in some measure against the holy Spirit. 
Sickness of a grievous disposition—the remov
al ot kind friends and relations by death—all 
tend to pierce the granite heart of the unbe
liever, and teaqiorarily bring about a season of 
refreshing ; there is not one in the Dominion of 
Canada who has not on certain occasions ac
knowledged the preciousness of the Word. It 
you resist these innumerable influences ; if you 
refuse to listen to the promptings of the inward 
monitor, 1 ask you bow can you be saved ? 
Again, my dear Christian Iriends, look at the 
completeness of the salvation; it is dangerous 
to neglect it ; it is by no means incomplete, as 
we are possessed of the provisions for its appli
cation. Mark the plenitude, and universality 
of the salvation ; mark the commission to mes
sengers to spread the Gospel, and mark the 
word of the command- " Go ye and preach the 
Gospel to every creature—to every nation on 
the face of the entire earth.” For every crea
ture the atonement has been made ; lor the 
aboie human race pardon has been obtained 
through the blood of Christ. Oh ! bow blessed 
a cause it is for a minister to go to Manitoba, 
or British Columbia, when, with steadfast faith 
he sends the welcome intelligence—" Believe 
on the Lamb ot God which taketh away the 
sins of the world.” Note the promises made 
by Jehovah, that though our sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow. It is consi
dered an extraordinary condescension, indeed 
on the part ol royalty, to pardon a convicted 
criminal ; but Oh! the greatness—the immen
sity—to receive pardon for the guilt ol an en
tire life ; to bear pronounced the feelings words, 
“ Thy sins which are many are all forgiven 
thee.” We are, by the guidance ol the Crea
tor, often enabled to surmount the conflicts 
ol this life ; the Spirit ol God strengthens us— 
strengthens ail the inner-man—so that we can 
run and not be weary ; that we can walk and 
not grow faint : that we can mount up as on 
eagle's wings. * • *

Have yon refused this atonement ? this pardon 
and deliverance of a 1 lie-long guilty conscience ? 
Have you refused this salvation, ample in sup
ply to answer all demands, and which surpasses 
all understanding ? Have you still refused its 
assistance to support and bear you onward, or 
•till cling to moral weakness—which we cannot 
change any more than the leopard bis spot 
swiftly drifting with the current to the depth ol 
shame and perdition. Referring more elo
quently to the blessed salvation—his feeble 
voice quivering with emotion—be said : I ask 
you, can threatening», can anything, deter you 
from invoking a consummation, ot the terrible 
punishments—the results of your rebellious- 

Continue in waywardness, and escape 
you cannot. Knowmg this, you can oppose if 
you wish, you can ridicule that which relates to 
it, but what excuse can you offer tor negli
gence ? My dear Christian friends, if I could 
enquire into all the causes that lead men from 
the path of virtue, perhaps not one hundred 
would reply this they rejected the teachings of 
the Bible ; that they opposed iu doctrines, 
prevented iu wide-spread, and treated it with 
contempt : bat the multitude would agree as to 
lack of momenU to study out iu mysterious 
parables. “How shall we escape it we neg
lect so great salvation ?" I appeal to you 
young men, young women, and those more ad
vanced in this toilsome lile ; I appeal to yon 
as an old man, standing on the margin between 
this and another existenae. Before I had at
tained my twelfth year 1 experienced the power 
ot the Gospel ; before fourteen years of age, I 
spoke of Jesus’ name in the prayer and clui

ng ; and he could now render thanks and 
rejoicings to his Maker for having kept him

aloot from every snare and temptation, during 
fifty years he labored at His calling and com
mand. I mention this in order to forcibly 
convey my personal experience ; as this may 
be the last opportunity, I speak on this subject, 
seeking by this testimony to convince men ol 
tbe unbounded goodness anti mercy of the 
Lord. Could I approach nearer, and speak 
for others, 1 should say,—“Give me this sal 
vation." Before eighteen years ot Sge 1 w»« 

I driven Irom borne by those who were dearest to 
my heart, because 1 did not scier toy connec
tion with the living God, and repeatedly could 
be attest to tbe abundance in w kit h bis tem
poral requirements were supplied by his hea
venly father. Nothing is comparable to the 
smile ol God ; nothing, however pleasing, to 
the brilliancy of the saints treading tbe streeu 
of tbe New Jerusalem ; and while giving utter
ance to his joy for these consoling revelations, 
the venerable gentleman concluded his oration 
by praying that the light of the Covenant of 
Christ might be poured out upon that congre
gation, to bring forth fruit abundantly to the 
praise of our exalted Master.

The edifice was again crowded to repletion, 
though not to the same degree as in the 
morning.

We earnestly commend the following extract, 
which we make 'from an aiticle which recently 
appeared in the Sew York Christian Adrocale, 
to the prayerlul consideration of both ministers 
and people throughout our Conference, as they 
are entering upon
THE NEW ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR.

“ The triennial or annual changes need occa
sion no cessation in the regular pastoral work 
• The King is dead. 1-ong live the King " 
The pastorate is permanent m our Church. It 
has no interregnums. It the departing minister 
has done hie duty in leaving a full visiting di
rectory for his successor, tbe duty of becoming 
at an early day personally acquaitted with his 
church and congregation can be at once enter
ed upon and soon completed by the new pastor. 
Tbe public and private services are similar 
throughout the connection, so that the Iresh 
occupant of the pulpit has no novel customs to 
become familiar with, and no training in new 
spiritual armour to prepare himself lo battle in 
harmony with his new corps against their com
mon toes. He has no occasion to confirm his 
own popularity by disparaging tbe success ol 
predecessor . He takes up the work where it 
was left but the Sabbath before, the highest 
measure of his ability being his success in ga
thering in the harvest of a previous sower, and 
in carrying forward the Church, with God’s 
blessing, to a higher standard of Christian at
tainment and activity. A new voice, new 
forms of illustrating t uth, a freshness and 
lullneas ot address arising from tbe abundance 
of previous gatherings ; and crowding his 
mind as lie enters upon e new scene, will tend 
to attract new listeners to bis services, aad to 
awaken livelier convictions in the minds of 
those accustomed to wait upon the ministry of 
the Church to which he has been appointed. 
It is a particularly favorable hour to press 
with great earnestness the work of evangeliz
ing sinners. Before tbe first strong impres
sions are worn off, while the minister naturally 
preaches his most earnest and striking dis
courses, because they come with the fieshest 
power to his mind, and while the effect they 
produce is manilest, the 1‘astor should follow 
up his earliest successes in awakening thought 
and feeling by tbe most efficient personal and 
practical measures te lead such awakened 
minds to Christ. A minister ought to pray 
with great perseverance and earnestness, and 
labor, in harmony with his prayers, for a reri 
val of religion whenever he enters upon a new 
field of Christian service. Tbe laws ot mind 
and the corresponding laws of tbe Holy Spirit’s 
influence will work in harmony with him for 
the accomplishment ol this end. There will 
i-ever be an hour in his ministry when the truth 
that falls Irom his bps will make a stronger 
impression of itself upon tbe minds ot bis 
benrers than during the earlier days of bis min
istry among them.

In our times only a very limited number of 
ministers attract large crowds to the churches 
where they preach, by their peculiar inlellec 
tual abilities or tbe eloquence of their manner, 
and such as do this are not always the most 
successful in gathering laithiul and earnest dis
ciples into the Christian fold. Eloquence is 
cheap in our days. The bar, the political 
forum, and the platform, contend for pre-emin
ence in this grace. The older denominations 
have nothing novel in their religions views or 
forms of illustrating them to arrest the curios
ity of uncommitted bearers. The regular 
attendants upon the lanctuary who have not 
yielded their hearts to Christ have become 
habituated to a silent but stubborn refusal to 
take upon themselves the yoke of discipletbip, 
and the great body of people outside of the 
Church, through the prevailing infidelity of the 
hour, are becoming less and less accustomed 
to frequent tbe house of God, and more posi
tive in their opposition to revealed truth. 
It will not be now by tbe marvellous gatbei- 
ings of other days, crowding around tbe rough 
preaching atandy of a Whitefield and Wesley, 
and overwhelmed by the novel simplicity and 
earnestness both of the i peak ere and the truths 
they utter, that the kingdom of God is to be 
advanced. If these men of God lived now, 
and preached the same sermons in our streets 
to our population, it is hardly possible that tbe 
same results would follow, it will be a slower 
and more individual woik. The Holy Spirit is 
not shorn of his power indeed, and be can 
make the word ol his servant effectual to save : 
hot when Christ was upon earth he could not 
do many mighty works where the people had 
enjoyed the most wonderful displays of bis di
vine power on account ot their unbelief. 
Sweeping revivals, although not entirely un
known, are rarer with us than they were half 
a century ago.
But by the devout efforts of tbe 1’astor securing 

the consecrated activity ol the Church around 
him, and leading them in seal and in personal 
service among the unconverted non-attendants 
upon tbe sanctuary, and by the constant gath
ering of the children and young people into 
tbe bosom of the Church for Christian nurture, 
the modern work of evangelization must be 
urged forward.

It is not a new class ef preachers that tbe 
present moral condition of tbe cxuntnumty re
quires as to intellectual preparation and scope 
of instruction. Tbe doubt and worldlines» of 
the hour require no peculiar forms of pulpit dis
courses. Sermons reconciling the present dis
sonant voices of science with tbe records of re 
relation, and the harsh results ol an untrienj 
Iv criticism with the substantial authenticity and 
inspiration ol tbe holy volume—disco'uses 
showing tbe harmony ot the new birth with the 
latest canons of intellectual philosophy—pul
pit answers to tbe challenges ot tbe leaders ol 
the army of doubters drawn out against the 
troth as it is in Jesus—these are not the ser
mons that will save the souls that hear them, or 

, nourish them up into a noble and active Chris 
tian manhood. “ Always remember, young 
gentlemen.” said a noted medical lecturer.

that there is no nourishment in medicine. Do 
not give it aa if it were bread. There may be 
times when it will be ot service, but it is a ne
cessary evil ; the leas you prescribe ot it will 
often be the belter for the pa'ienL"

There are times and places for learned 
“ apologias" for tbe truth. Ordinarily they 
•uggest or create more doubt than they allay. 
A course of lecture» or ae elaborate treatise of
fers the best antidate to the specious and pois
onous but unsubstantial attacha made upon 
Christianity. At this very hour tbe pure and 
simple Gospel of the Soe ot God has thousands 
of learned, ttudioua and able defenders to one 
conspicuous foe. Tbe volumes of published 
heresy are limited in number and distribution, 
while the name of a Christian literature is “ le
gion,” anti its leaves are falling everywhere, 
like snow-flake» for the healing of the nations.

But the preacher’s great work is lo offer the 
Got pel, to preach Christ aa a present Saviour, 
and lo pureuade the people to become at once 
reconciled to God through him. This form ol 
preaching will become the moat radical cure of 
all honest or dishonest doubt. When men are 
convicted of their personal ainfulneea, they.have 
only one great trouble in their minds, which 
expresses it sell hr a memorable scriptural ques
tion—What shall 1 do te be saved ? An in
ward work ol grace upon the affections, and the 
conscious adoption of tbe man into tbe divine 
family through the power of the Holy Ghost, 
will be likely to settle all painful doubla aa to 
the character of Christ or the divine authority 
of the Bible.

To such a blessed work aa this our ministerial 
brethren have been dismissed from 
li-fence gatherings, 
good will, with the blessing 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, they will enter 
upon the new religious year, and that unprece
dented success will attend their labors.

wore m vuiB uur mmiiieriti
dismissed from thmr Coo- 
We trust with jr hearty 

ileasing of Cjm>Jfealth and

(From the Christian Guardian.)
METHODIST ITINERANCY

Some time ago an eminent Methodiat Minis
ter in the States wrote two articlos in the 
Methodist Quarterly Heview ; the first contain
ed all that could be said againat the itinerant 
system, the second all that could be said in fa 
vour of it. After the first article appeared, 
moat |ieople thought that he had made out such 
a strong ease againat, that nothing he could 
say on the other aide could counteract all that 
he had urged agaiast it. After tbe second ar
ticle appeared, however, it was found to con
tain some unanswerably strong arguments in 
favor of itinerancy. We have arrived at a 
season ol tbe year in which tbe pros and tons 
of the system are generally leelingly discuss
ed. That it is a great trial to ministers to 
leave, like Abraham, friend» and kindred and 
go into a strange land none can deny. The 
tod and trouble is not the worst part. It is a 
great strain upon tbe feeling and nerves. A 
Minister may have vanquished difficulties, ailcn 
ceil enemies, and turned prejudice into friendly 
regard, on the circuit be is leaving, but lie can
not carry with him the love and confidence he 
has won. lie bis to begin life anew. Some 
good men are reserved and timid by nature, 
and cannot, without great effort, apeak and 
act freely with etranger». Yet some people 
think it a grievous fault, if a minister is not 
able to make himself at home with them at 
once. Tbey have a certain idea of bow a min
ister ought to act, and forget that ministers 
differ as much as other people. These chan
ges ol field are things wc never get used to, 
Tbe older peo|de grow, the more trying the 
ordeal of removing ; for as we advance ia lile 
we largely lose the youthlul gift ol readily 
making new Iriends. The people too have a 
grod deal at slake, and an naturally the sub
jects of anxiety and apprehension. Yet tbe 
people get used to these changes, and take 
them generally as a matter of course, to a de
gree that is not true of the minister and bis 
family. But whatever weak points may belong 
to the kiueranf plan, it baa advantage» that 
counterbalances them. This regular change of 
raiiiilters brings the influence of each minis
ter to bear upon a larger number of persons, 
thin under any fixed pastorate. It supplies 
tbe varied wants of different classes of people 
with a corresponding variety ot gifts and meth
od» of instruction. No preacher, however gift
ed, can be adapted to all varieties of bearers. 
Uur sy stem provide» for the peaceful removal 
of those preachers, whose continuance longer 
would be unacceptable. The change of preach
ers, even when tbe new comer ia no better than 
bis predecessor, give» a new impulse to some 
departments of tbe work. It gives the preach
er an opportunity of taking advantage of hi» 
past experience and homiletic studies such 
aa he could not have ia the stationary Sys
tem, where a great part of preacher's lile is 
spent in sermon-making. But the grand ad
vantage of the itinerancy which counter balan
ces all objections againat it, ia found in tbe tact 
that it provides a minister tor every place, and 
a place tor every minister. It thoroughly em
ploys the whole available ministerial talent ot 
the church and provides also for the wanU ot 
every field ol tabor, no matter bow obscure or 
undesirable Those among ourselves who grum
ble at tbe inconvenience ot the itinerancy , 
when they are compelled to part with a favor
ite preacher, contrast it with an imaginary sys
tem, in which every minister continues popu
lar and contented and every congregation satis
fied with the change, through protracted years. 
But there ia no such ayatam. There are in-
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