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OUR DUTY TOWARD THE CHURCH 

“ At that time, wh« n Jewu» ei 
,#oat. IItH dUcIpIe* followed Hl»v- 
a gn at tempcnl aroae i. the eoa, 
liohi wa* c xored with 
anleop." (Matt. vill. <51.1

There are many pictures of the 
Church in the Gospels, and there is 
no doubt that the incident related 
today is symbolical of the Church 
and her trials. Certainly the com
parison is exact, for as the ship was 
tossed about by the waves, so the 
Church is struck by the Wfves of per
secution and unbelief ; as the pres
ence of Christ in the boat was the 
power that saved it from destruction, 
so is His ever invisible presence with 
the Church the power that sustains 
her and will sustain her for all ages. 
Again, we may remark that the 
apostles exhausted their human 
efforts in attempting to save the 
boat, aatl so in the Church there 
must be human effort, with which is 
combined the grace and infinite 
power of Christ. Though the 
Church is divine, she is made up on 
earth of humans, and they must use 
their natural powers, as well as 
depend ppon God for supernatural 
help. In fact, since we are human 
free agents, we reasonably can not 
expect God’s intervention and help 
unless we do a human’s share.

It is principally of this work of 
ours, as human free beings, that we 
wish to speak in reference to the 
Gospel of this Sunday. Each one of 
us forms an integral part of the 
Church. In her eyes, no soul is 
more deserving of salvation than 
another. All are equal in her sight, 
and she will do for one what she 
will do for another when perform
ing her principal work—the salva
tion of souls. As a good mother 
loves equally well each one of her 
children, so does the Church cherish 
an equal love for each human being 
within her fold. Let no one think 
that in the eyes of his Church he is 
slighted, or treated less consider
ately than any other member. 
Even the erring ones are as dear to 
her, as regards their salvation, as 
the’ righteous. Does she not day 
after day sweetly administer 
to the sinner the sacrament that 
cleanses, and gently and lovingly 
embrace him as if he had never 
erred from the path ? Her charity 
Is all-embracing, her love for her 
children absolutely impartial.

What should man do for her in 
return '.’ Reason alone easily makes 
his duty known to him, his 
hood must feel it, his dignity 
Catholic demand it. He must do 
all in his power to promote the wel
fare of his Church, to extend her 
kingdom, to live up to her biddings 
—not to mention her command
ments—to defend her on all occa
sions and at the cost of everything, 
even life if necessary. So important 
is it that he should do these things 
that if he fail, not she but he will 
be shipwrecked spiritually. But 
he should not need a threat to urge 
him or move him to the fulfilment 
of these duties, but, as we have 
already said, reason, love, manli
ness, call him to it.

He must use every power he has 
and exert all his influence to have 
the Church spread among more 
people. As he belongs to her, he 
knows, better than anyone else, her 
aim and her fostering care and the 
haven of eternal safety to which she 
is bringing her children. Does he 
not wish to see more and more 
brought under her motherly care, 
lo as to become recipients of her 
heavenly graces and blessings ? 
Are there not ever before his eyes 
glaring examples of brethren 
dering far away from God in the 
vast plains of uncertainty ? What 
may he do for them by telling them 
of the sweetness and security of a 
true, real faith ? He speaks from 
experience ; his own heart opens 
tself to them. They will listen to 

him. He is a unit, so to speak, of 
whole, but a unit that can not be 
neglected. Others can become like 
him. Will he not urge them to 
investigate impartially? If he does 
his part, he may be sure that God 
will do the rest.

He also must feel that the wel
fare of the Church, to some extent, 
depends upon his efforts. His share 
will add to that of the other mem
bers, and all together will promote 
her interests and do the part for 
her welfare, that God expects from 
her members. His own spiritual 
welfare depends upon that of the 
Church. Where there have been 
abuses in the Church and almost 
wholesale deflection from her law, 
individuals have suffered, not the 
Church herself. Where she pros
pers and her welfare is safe, indiv
iduals will likewise {irosper and be 
safeguarded. Under the spell of 
Luther, for instance, how many fell 
and lost the great gift of faith 
who otherwise would have remained 
in the Church had they had her 
interests at heart, and had they 
been engaged in promoting her
W<When we lament the fall of so 
many from their faith, we must 
remember that i- was their own 
fault. They had not the interest of 
the Church at heart ; occasionally, 
no doubt, they partook of her bene
fits, but they did nothing to pro
mote her welfare. They 
selfish, and through this selfis 
especially, which is accompanied by 
neglect, they failed to listen to 
their spiritual mother’s voice, 
who have the Faith today, 
ber by whom it is nourished and 
fostered, and as you prize it above
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Mrs. F. G. Simmons, 42 Cur
tis St., Brantford, Ont., writes:

“For about eight years I suffered 
from anaemia. My circulation was poor, 
my gums and lips were pale, and my 
hands and feet were always cold. 1 was 
nervous and unable to sleep well. 1 had 
frequent headaches, seemed restless and 
easily worried or irritated. There was a 
buzzing sound in my ears. Indigestion 
was also one of my complaints, and 1 
often was attacked by weak spells. 1 
went to a doctor, who told roe I was 
anaemic, but as I did not get any bet
ter I decided to try Dr. Chase's Nerve 
Food, and after the first box I felt 
brghter and my headaches completely 
disappeared. I continued using the 
Nerve Food for quite a while. I am 
quite well now, and cheerfully and 
gratefully recommend Dr. Chase's Nerve 
Food to people suffering as I did before 
I used this splendid* medicine."

Dr. Chase's Nerve Food, 50c 
a box, all dealers, or Edmanson, 
Bates & Co., Limited, Toronto.
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serpent retire to his hole. PILLS
by spreading her doctrines, pro- such attainment can be regarded as is love, and warm demonstration of 
moting her welfare, defending and ■ havir.g been made. The answer of love.
protecting her ? You will surely, the Anglican Church is an humbler Life is such a little thing, a short .... „ ,,
You would lose your integrity answer : she strives to attain, she space of years at best, and to live it ^lt“ heartfelt pride to Mary, that 
otherwise. But love for her inter- seeks the answer, she follows the through and to have missed love in j0“ should have so honored our
est, the fact that you are a part of guidance of the Holy Spirit, she childhood from father and mother nature, and with a childlike confi-
her, and Christ’s appeal, are enough does not claim that she can descry j8 the saddest thing in all the verse. "ence that, if Jesus be our Brother,
to make you the bravest of soldiers in every detail the outline of the Most people love their children. wou‘d have filial claims on
and the best of champions. United Church of Christ. But for Few fathers and mothers would Mary.—Canon Sheehan.

us, living here and now, when men own to a lack of affection for their 
agonize as never before to fulfil our offspring.
Lord’s prayer "that all may be one,” 
we may look with high courage and 
deep confidence to that branch of 
the Church to which we belong.
She claims to no perfection of plan, 
while millions of Christians are 
divided. She presents no panacea 
while, in the very circumstances of 
the anomaly of a divided Christen
dom, no one method can be dis
cerned to bring about unity. She 
may not forfeit her Catholic heri
tage and the contact it establishes, 
by a wrongly directed sympathy of 
her heart, for Protestantism. She 
may not surrender her witness to 
non-Papal Catholicism, by with
holding sympathy, understanding, 
and fellowship from our Protestant 
brethren. If the state of Christian
ity is anomalous, so is her position, 
for she feels, labors, and yearns for 
all. If the ideal be yet to be real
ized, she shows us the way : the 
Church which strives and labors to 
bring into being something greater 
than she has realized in herself ; 
the Church which has not yet 
attained but presses forward ; the 
Church which is not yet a complete 
circle in doctrine, discipline, design, 
and development, but ‘an arc of a 
wider circle’—suggesting, inspiring, 
evoking passionate loyalty and 
enthusiasm, suffering and causing 
pain, yet promising only that in her 
God’s will may be done, to the real
ization of our Blessed Lord’s Prayer 
‘that all may be done.

On this then, rests Anglicanism’s 
claim to be the unifier, the healer of 
the breach, the means of fulfilling 
our Lord’s high-priestly prayer.
Let us analyze. We accept the 
statement that "serene immobility 
belongs only to the Church which 
has found and attained its ideals” 
and also that “that ideal is perforce 
limited." It most assuredly is, for 
our Blessed Lord Himself limited it, 
and His Church finds and attains its 
ideals in Him and the limitations 
which He set. Nor does the fact of 
a "divided and disunited Christen
dom” affect the essential unity of 
the true Church one whit. “It 
must needs be that divisions come."

Call it “an humbler answer,” if 
you will, to confess that “ she 
claims no perfection of plan," but 
we must needs feel that there is 
something lacking in the logic 
which would claim that a'" Church 
which is not yet-a complete circle in 
doctrine" can be a safe guide to 
present "the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the Saints” or 
that “she shows us the way” out of 
our present unhappy divisions. To 
say that “the ideal is yet to be real
ized" is to say that our Lord failed 
in H4s foundation of the Church, 
that unity is not one of the notes 
whereby we are to distinguish the 
true Church from counterfeits of it, 
but that it is something for which 
we must stride and agonize until it 
be brought to pass. In other words 
it is something most desirable but 
it is an improvement on Christ's 
plan, and not an original part of it.
This would be amusing were it not 
on the verge of blasphemy.

It was this fundamental error re
garding tfnity which bore upon me,

I too, was “striving to attain," 
seeking an answer and following as 
best I could, the light of the Holy 
Spirit. AndthanksbetoGod.Hegave
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ANGLICANS AND 

UNITY
But in many homes—shall I say in 

the majority ?—there ia a lack of 
real living love and tenderness that 
fill the heart full to running over 
with love-words, kisses, fond 
caresses. The good-night kiss, the i 499 ADELAIDE STREET, LONDOh 
dear hand upon the little one’s head w- P- vaughan

and cheek, how these things expand 
the soul of the child and make it 
receptive to good influences.

To be a father or a mother is to 
hold the keys of heaven and hell for 
the human race. The relation is a 
divine one, with infinite demands, 
and yet how often undertaken with 
no forethought, no sense of the awful 
responsibility. Wisdom, goodness, 
nobility, strength and patience are 
needed by the parents, and above 
all, love.—Catholic Union and 
Times.
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TRUCKS GThe first requisite for peace and 
friendship is a desire on the part of 
men to understand each other, for 
without such a basis, no solid 
achievement in the direction of 
unity can be had. It should, 
naturally, be possible to take it for 
granted that Christians would have 
that desire, for if they are trying to 
follow their Master, who "knew 
what was in a man," they will also 
seek to know the things which are 
agitating the minds of their breth
ren. And particularly is this neces
sary in these days when through 
unfortunate events in past centuries 
for which we are but slightly, if at 
all responsible, we have inherited 
prejudices which we would fain cast 
aside.

" The vituperations of the pamphlet
eers of a century ago, as well as the 
coarse lampoons of earlier centuries 
are felt to be out of place in this 
era, and although the political world 
has just emerged from the most 
colossal war in history, men feel 
that an eirenic method is certainly 
the only proper one in religious 
matters and are beginning to feel 
that the “peace on earth” which the 
angels came to announce, but 
which seems as yet so strangely de
layed, is a most desirable condition.

Unity among the believers in 
ChrLt is recognized as a sine qua 
non to peace in Church or State, and 
the longing for it is very evident. 
To a Catholic the faith of unity is 

a fundamental, and he ardently longs 
to see all those “other sheep" 
enclosed in the "one fold," accept
ing in full the loving care of the 
“one Shepherd,” hence every effort 
which" is made to clear the ground 
for such a return shou.d be wel
comed by him, studied and analyzed 
in order that he may gain from it 
the point nf view of his separate 
friends, and thus meet them, if pos
sible, at least halfway in their 
endeavors. It is therefore with sin
cere and unfeigned joy that we wel- 
come a recent editorial in the Living 
Church which addresses itself to the 
task of outlining what “the inner 
genius of Anglicanism really is.”

To essay such an undertaking was 
not altogether easy, for Anglican
ism is" not readily articulate as a 
whole, and when one professes to 
speak for it, his voice istoo frequent- 

a ly drowned by a multitude of his 
fellow-Anglicans who disclaim his 
right to speak for them, or wfiSn he 
has spoken, refuse to accept his dic
tum as representing their own con
ception of their common religion. 
But bearing in mind these limita
tions we gladly welcome the contri
bution which the Living Church has 
to make, for it has the best right to 
speak of any who profess to be able 
to do so. It starts out with the 
statement that

"In these days when the desire of 
all men for unity seems of a pecul- 

were iarly poignant and sharp character, 
hness when in the welter of divided Chris

tendom many thousands bewail our 
divisions and clamor for healing the 

You breaches in the Body of Christ and 
remem- recalling his separated members, it 

is well to see in what character our 
Mother Church, the Anglican branch
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