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W* a*** Ol tfc# Only those whose memory Is ungrate
ful for the warmth of lent year wttl 
wonder that the aconites, crocneee, 
and snowdrops have flowered early, 
In defiance of the bitter weather. 
-Summer's lease has all too ehort a 
date" only if we regard the ripening 
through autumn and winter too Ob
scure a thing to notice.

We have taken thq snowdrop as the 
purest type. It la a pleasant pro
perty of Its deMeate' strength that 
the green depths of the flower Itself 
hold the warmth from day to day, 
just as the bulb held the summer 
warmth from season to season. Ther
mometers have proved the air within 
the flower to be as much as ttiro de
grees warmer than the surrounding 
air during the cold spell that usual
ly precedes the first blush of dawn. 
The drooping head droops a little 
more at night and holds the sun- 
warmed air in the Inverted bell, 
while the leaves often bend over the 
flower and do valuable service in pre
venting any radiation of heat. "What 
we have we keep" is the motto for 
much vegetable growth; and the de
vices for storing sustenance and 
warmth pass the Ingenuity of man. 
illustrations would fill a volume  ̂buâ 
the effectual retentiveness of the 
snowdrop is as simple and as unex
pected as any. How safely the 
blooms, in themselvos~as tender as 
any, face the threats of frost ! And 
the wonder grows when one remem
bers the havoc of a single frost 
among other flowers in May. Quite 
a few degrees of cold will burst the 
sap-pipes of every fruitling on a 
peach-tree, trained to bear few leaves 
and much bloom in supposed sum
mer-time. The full cause of this 
tenderness is not wholly clear,, but 
for one cause at least we need go 
no further than the Iron pipes of our 
houses, which are Just as vulnerable 
to the expansion of the water into 
Ice.

Yet to some extent all buds have 
the snowdrop's virtue. They store

pair in December If the sun
will thrust I it wu a long time ago, WJm 
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coaxing, it has led a weak end 
miserable life for no more than a 
tew days. Take a lew romantic 
plant, the potato tuber. Hide it in 
p cell sr in the dkrit and keep the 
temperature down to^40 degrees. 
Ofce bulb will lie dormant, it seems 
dead, through the winter but as 
»oon as its time comes it will thrust 
grot a spring shoot into the dark
ness and cold almost at the same 
Bate as the seedlings In warm soil. 
The poets, as their way Is, have hit 
*he scientific point 1>y happy acci
dent—none better than Coventry Pat- 
more, who has caught in delicious 
lines- the freshest sense of the awak
ening season :

Although no whisper of her voice he 
hear.

The burled bulb does know 
The signals of the year.
And hails fair summer with his lift

ed spear.

There is nothing to wonder at. The 
bulbs are going through the steady 
process of life which began at their 
birth, and the point a* which we can 
mark their growth Is not so wonder
ful a crisis In their history as we 
Imagine. They have been preparing 
themselves for this, as a man whose 
arrival at fame is only called sudden 
because the world, with Its 'vcoeree 
thumb and finger failed to plumb* the 
depth of the long preparation.

Some of the spring bulbs will ger
minate at a temperature scarcely 
above freezing point. Many seeds 
take no notice of cold; even exposure* 
fto liquid air does not affect their 
vitality: It can deepen their sleep, 
but that is all, as Lord Kelvin, but 
not his minor critics, knew when he 
suggested that life first came to the 
earth on a meteorite.

Of course, springs are early and 
late; Dut the snowdrops are much 
truer to time than any other plant; 
and as soon as thiq Invisible growth 
Within the case of the bulb is com
plete—and no weather that we have 
in England arrests this ripening— 
they take the first occasion to seek 
the upper air. They may be arreet- 
pd by continued frost», but the long
er the delay, the more quickly they 
pom» to fame when the tide of 
jr&nnth Is granted. At last, after 
many years, the scientific and com
mercial botaniste have learnt the se
cret of the bulbs. They have given 
op the effort to force the vital pro
cess, and left the bulbs to mature 
themselves after the way of their ape
ries. Then, when the Me is ready to 
be active, they bind it in frost until 
Within a week or two of the un
seasonable season, when they wish 
Jfe W* tMr bloworn*. Looking to 
We principle that bulbs, of which 
the snowdrop Is the purest type, can
not be forced but may be artwtisd, 
We may say that no springs are 
•arty, though some may bq late. You 
cannot have a snowdrop bloom till 
the bulb has ripened by its natural, 
Unhurried process. The earliest flow
er in the earliest season la the proper 
date of spring in this or that coun- 
*ry, ‘and the Latin poet who conk- 
plained that the year ought to have 
begin» in ''new spring" was wrong. 
Here, at any rate, we had enow-' 
drops early in January, and there is 
nothing much wrong with the calen
dar and the date of the new year. 
lAt ua suppose, nob for argument.
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Over In Boston, Massachusetts, as 
well as here in Chicago, Socialist 
leaders are trying to make working
men believe that the Catholic Church 
is opposed to the just demands of 
labor. The comrades find the church 
opposing them and are attempting to 
lead working people into a belie! 
that it la their desire for justice 
which the Church condemns. This, 
of course, is untrue, but apparently 
a few who have been led astray find 
it hard to understand the adroit 
hypocrisy of the followers of Debs. 
The comrades have an insidious way 
of making error resemble truth—so 
confusing, indeed, that once the virus 
enters it takes years to draw it out 
of the mind.,,

♦ 4* *
Recently, at Boston, Father Denis 

O’Sullivan, S.J., of Boston College, 
went out and addressed the Central 
Labor Union during its educational 
hour. Very plainly he showed what 
the labor movement is otrongly 
commended it. Then he took up 
socialism and treated it just as 
frankly. _____

Socialism, he declared, means the 
ruin of all decent society and the 
state, if'followed up. He said nany 
think they are, socialists, but they 
are not, adding, in part:

'''I am thoroughly interested in. the 
work in which you are engaged, first, 
because I am a laboring man myeelf. 
My hours are long, sometimes ex
tending until after 11 p.m. Besides. 
I have had the pleasure of toiling 
with my hands. I have had my turn 
at the lathe and can sympathize with 
those who are the backbone of the 
country, those who do the wo^k in 
all the trades upon which depend itj 
upbuilding and prosperity.

"I come in. the capacity of a mem
ber of the Cathode Church, and as 
one of her priest». She hae ever 
stood by the side of the laboring 
man and ha» ever advocated his 
rights. Th® Catholic Church hes 
«ver been watchful in the interest* of 
the laboring man.

The sixth principle of the eight 
principles of ther~eocyclical of i-to 
XIII. is that the wages vi pay «4 
the wage-earner should be such as to 
support Mm honorably and in frugal 
comfort. The wage-earner must live, 
and the only way be can iWe is by 
the wages of his labor; therefore, 
whoever employs hi» labor must
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is that they allow themselves to be 
forced. They are amenable to arti
ficial heat; and, as a rule, the more 
they surrender to this temptation 
the less is their chance of life. But 
if they suspend florescence, as 'under 
continued cold they can for a great 
length of time, the May frosts will 
find them case-hardened against in
clemency, and the promise of fruit 
is certain. The chestnut buds, for 
example, are of much the pat
tern as the snowdrops were. More 
than four months ago the buds con
tained, in miniature, but visible to 
the naked eye, the leaves and flowers 
that will presently unfold themselves 
from their case. You could find the 
snowdrops so formed as long ago as 
September last. For the next few
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self. We are born by nature into 
the family. We are by nature mem
bers of that society, and the state 
Is but the aggregate of the famildee. 
Destroy the unit and you destroy 
the whole. Cut loose from the fami-t 
ly and the whole structure* crumblee 
to dust.

"Briigion was not made by ma»; 
it is a necessary consequence of 

Man is because 
He belongs entirely 
All he has come» 

from God and he must give it to 
Q<*1. Religion is made with man.

"Though men refuse us justice! we 
can look heavenward, knowing a day 
of reckoning is coming. I simply 
wish to bring home the fact that we 
must be on our guard against prin
ciples, which as Christian men- we
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while at Its work, last summer's hid
den sunlight ripening a next yixir's 
bloom.
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P blue lake of Geneva In all 
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for such principles, therefore they 
muet not weigh down the trade 
union. In their efforts to exalt the 
worker." Who will eay this heart to 
heart talk will not bear good fruit ? 
Certainly that Boston labor union 
must feel after thin that the church 
doee care for the workingman. And 
why ? Because In all the centuries 
he has been her truest child.—John 
Mclntoeh, In New World.

ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH,I>0 not mourn the loved one 
Gone to the cloister above. 

Severed from earthly sorrows 
By the Maeter'e Infinite love.

Rattier rejoice with the angel»
Tb.1 she hae taken her part 

In the Eternal Eaeter 
Close to the Sacred Heart
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