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WESTERN CLARION

PAGE THREE

(Y I'T. which, next to India, is the greatest pos.
ssion in the British Empire, was taken by
pee and 18 Leld by force. Sin® the Suez Canal
Lui't in the sixties, Egypt has been the gateway
the trade of the East, and as such it became a
upting bait to England and France. Ismail 1.,
L. ruler of that time, becoming entangled in ex-

s

avagant schemes of development and dissipation,
| Lich he was encouraged by European money
pders, ran up the National Debt to about $45,000,-
W+ The financial conquest of the country soon led

i1 military conquest. Ismail, to meet his embar-
«wments. sold a huge quantity of his shares in the
(‘anal to the British Government, and then at
instigation of British and French usurers, the
ernments of France and Britain compelled him to
wept their finanecial controllers who took over the
Lanagement of all Egyptian finances. As a result
o Egvptians became discontented with the inter-
rence of foreign powers and with the inereased
cation. A national movement arose to break the
wer of the Ruler and to get the power of the gov-
rnment in the hands of the people themselves, We
re told this national movement was a mere mutiny
i the discontented, just as we have been told about
enin and Trotsky in Russia, but the historical fact
emains that the Arabi Revolution was a complete
bopular suceess. The Khedive was deprived of his
bower and the Government passed to the National
swembly which the Khedive was compelled to sum-
on. So successful was this practically bloodless
evolution, that the European money lenders, ter-
v stricken lest the Egyptian Parliament repudiate
he debts of their autocratic ruler or fail to weather
he finaneial storm, moved heaven and earth to stir
he Rritish and French Governments to stamp out
he National Movement by foree of arms. The
‘rench Government declined to have anything to do
ith so ghastly a proceeding. The British Govern-
ment, on the other hand, tempted by the bait of the
ateway to India, and lashed by the bondholders’
hips from behind, bombarded Alexandria (with-
but declaring war), then landed an army which
rushed Egyptian nationalism with blood and iron.
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WO vears ago, by their refusal to recognize,
or countenance in any way the Soviet Gov-
rnment, the Allies made a fateful decision. For
he preservation of privilege, they deemed it of
rst importanee to erush that visible symbol of pro-
etarian supremacy. And the Allies were right.
But, after the fashion of all class tyrannies, to
schicve this end they elaborated their own erude
“‘_‘”""-l" of foree, and having made their choice, and
failed, they are now face to face with the conse-
fuences of that historica! decision. Consequences
ire becoming ominously clear, even to our purbliad
nasters,
.“." means of the blockade, through the intrigues
"‘1‘ ('!lllrohillian duplicity ; through the mediacy of
Finnish interests and Esthonian need; through the
?"rk by-way of Caucasianediplomacy, Britain strove
0 destroy the hated Soviet. Conjointly with France
:‘)?':‘"""R"r." she attempted to stem the flowing tide
E ﬂl,:. rey olnuon.—.-and ruined south-eastern Enr(_)pe
Ty ';m"(‘ﬂs. With the hel‘p of France, she build-
el “l‘l“’ on Pohu'nd. With mandatory sohom.es.
> l;arl,'llt to rear in new strengt.h and cunning
g :ilt;r walls of.Emplre in the.hhddle East..And
il des, the t:nlure of. force is (3\'erwhelmmgl:\'
flonds ‘h m;( A 'th'“r. hypo.cmy and decglt
ey :" : on themselves, in rolling waves of dis-
And ,"“ thm h"? the forefront of this .fl'lied defeat,—
o all h“:’ thtel:. be.cnuue of the pmﬁl:l treachery
oy nan inspiration and its infinite hope —
out the indisputable proof of proletarian in-

Article No. 11.

This dastardly aet alarmed the eonscience of the
world and aroused the jealousies of all the European
Powers, to allay which the British Government an-
nounced that the occupation of Egypt wou!d only
he temporary, and would cease when the finances
were put in order and a stable government' estab-
This was in 1882, since which time the fin-
ances have been put in order, and every effort of
the Egyptiavs to govern themselves has been sup-
pressed.

On December 17th, 1914,  Great Britain declared
that Turkey had forfeited its rights in Egypt, over
which Britain extended a protectorate. The Egypt-
ian_people showed their dissatisfaction, and Eng-
land then declared the protectorate to be only tem-
porary, and that it would cease with the war. Trust-
ing in this promise the Egyptians came to the Allies’
aid; Egypt beeame a base of operations in the East.
The Egyptian army served at Sinai in Arabi, at the
Suez Canal, in the defeat of the Turkish armies in
Syria and Mesopotamia, and warded off the danger
of an uprising in the Soudan. After fighting, and
numbers dyiug for the causé of liberty, right, and
self-determination, the Egyptians, like those who
expect much, were greatly disappointed. When tho
armistice was signed they asked Britain to keep her
word, but (oh, those seraps of paper) she failed to
do so. The i'rime Minister asked to be allowed to
depart for London, but his request was refused.
The people then delegated prominent men of all
classes and political shades to go to the peace con-
ference. Voring papers for this purpose were cir-
cu'ated. but were confiseated after having received
more than 2,000,000 signatures. These papers con-
tained the names of members of Parliament, and
provineial and municipal eouncillors. The necessary
passports being refused the delegates, the popula-
tion rebelled and protested, in answer to which the
English authorities arrested the members of the del-
egation and deported them to Malta, and the coun-
try was put under martial law. - These repressive.
measures resuited in strikes, riots, and the destruc-
tion of railroad, telegraph lines, ete., but the peo-
ple, having heen previously disarmed, were event-

lished.
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telligence and proletarian competence to direet the
further and higher destinies of soeiety,—an intelli-
gence daily displayed in its understanding of the
world welter of capitalist frightfulness; a compet-
ence that goes, restrained, but unhesitant amidst the
ruthless policies of class aggression.

At the time above-mentioned, Bolhevism was
weak. isolated; its aims and aspirations unknown
and obscure--repudiated even by the intelligence
of the homeland. Now Bolshevism is established be-
vond all overthrow. Internally, Russia is praectic-
ally united against all foreign interference; its
Sovietism has become the vanguard of social pro-
gress; its aims and objective are known, in spite of
the infamy and calumny of the capitalist press;and
its recognition is being sought (furtively and treach-
erously) by a!l capitalist countries, in order to save
themselves from the pit of world panic.

To vanquish a world rival, Britain and France
became allies. The rival vanquished, each becomes
a claimant for imperialist dominance. But world
dominance can only belong to one, and ‘'to that one
only by the immemorial right of might. For this
dominion the chances of France are hopeless. She is
broken and bankrupt, holding together internally
by force of martial control, and externally by the
conditions and financial leniencies of the war alli-
ances. Her only hope is the German indemnity, and
the subjugation of Russia, which being inter.
preted, means, the ruin of Germany and the annihil-
ation of Russia. But that alternative carries with
it the immediate collapse of capitalism.

For those reasons, Britain and France cannot
agree. Their imperialist needs and ambitions are
contradictory, and it is the temporary union of
those irreconcilable policies which has brought about

Economic Causes of War.

ually crushed through force of arms. Then, Brit-
ain, having obtained secretly the recognition of a
British protectorate over Egypt from President Wil-
son, permitted the deported Egyptians at Malta to
proceed to Paris. The delegates endeavored to get
an interview with this great man Wilson, but he in-
formed them through his secretary he had not had
an opportunity to see them. President Wilson left
Paris ‘without hearing the case of the Egyptians,
nor did the Peace Conference permit them to state
their ease. This is the treatment delegates of
Egypt, representing a population of 16,000,000, re-
ceived from the exponent of international right and
justice,— this great democrat whose platitudinal
phrases of ’ustice, liberty, and the saving of the
world for democracy, were repeated in poll-parrot
fashion all over the Allied countries, and who will
be portrayed in the future as the greatest humbug
the world ever saw. All the sentimental slush is of
no avail when it conflicts with the finaneial and
economic interests arising from the division of the
spoils.

France, of all the European Powers, offered the
greatest opposition to Britis‘h occupation of Egypt,
because she had considerable interests there herself,
but she is acquiescent now, since this opposition was
bought off by Britain supporting her in Moroeco.

The stranded Egyptian delegates published a
““White Book”’ of British rule in Egypt telling of
the pillaging of villages, the lashing and flogging
of men. and the killing of men who defended their
wives. but as the reading of this book is not good for
humble Britishers, the ‘“Thought Controllers’ de-
¢:ded that the book should be kept in the Index Ex-
purgatorius; it is seditious, because it is propa-
ganda for the workers.

This short history of Egypt, where the National
Assembly was overthrown, Alexandria bombarded
without a declaration of war, with the ‘grand finale
at the Peace Conference secretly allowing a British
Protectorate over Egypt, shows how much respeet
Britain has for self-determination, or even for scraps
of paper if they clash with her economic interests.

. PETER T. LECKIE.

the present economie deadlock in the old world. If
France remains obdurate, and continues in her pre-
sent policies, she must eventually face the pressure
—and force—of her quondam allies,—for her an
impossibility, because- the control of world resources
is not in her hands. Per contra, if France compro-
mises her German claims, and Russian credits, and
relinquishes, even in part, her imperialist demands,
the disorganization and difficulties of her capital-
ists wi'l be no less complete, and such disorganiea-
tion eannot fail to find a swift reflex in her popula-
tion.

Finally, this subordination of French to British
haperialist aggression will entail new samples of
Anglo-Saxon compromise. For with the breakdown
of the Polish defence—the last real barrier against
the “ped”’ revolution—not only is Central Europe
laid open to Soviet influence, not only will those na-
tions find relief in their desperate straits from a pro-
letarian Russia, but, with Berlin and Paris paral-
vzed, the one with an impossible peace, the other
with an impossible victory, and with Soviet prestige
enormously enhanced, and its power and. influence
positive and ascendant, from the Baltic to the Black
Sea., from Danube to Indies, Lenin comes knock-
ing at the gates of London, the very heart of capital.
If. under those circumstances capitaligt conferences
do not give place to stermer action, and negotiation
take a definite character and an infinitely more ma-
teria! bearing on the visible circumstances of soe-
lety. it can only be because the social forces inher-
ent in social production and elass appropriation are
so ripely developed, that all class resistance to the
flood of their inevitability is utterly hopeless.

At any rate, let us be diligent while we may, for
beyond all eavil, we are standing on the threshold
of momentous events . R.



