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{he place of roots, as I have fed no other green

feed . )

I use oat straw for litter, and throw in a
little clover chaff occasionally.

On account of the limited space in a coop

3 x 6 feet, there is no room for a dust bath, and
this needs to be supplied about twice a week 1n
tub: and when they learn what it
mear.s, they will hardly wait till it touches the
floor before they are into it.

From the experience I have had with this sys
tem, and watching the fowls in the coops and
those in my henhouse, 1 have come to the con-
clusion that the secret lies in the fact that the
hens are always comfortable in the coops, no mat-
ter what the weather conditions are outside, pro-
viding they are kept supplied with dry litter. The
small space is kept at a comfortable temperature
hy the number of hens in it, and there are never
aﬁ\" drafts on them. I have found, by watching
those in my henhouse, that a chilling wind will
stop a hen from working and laying as quickly as
anvthing I know of. It is plenty of fresh air,
Wiih,,nt drafts, that they want, with enough fowls
together to keep the atmosphere ('nmfnrtublvv; and
I think this is the secret of Prof. Graham’'s suc-
cess with his new house, as it is practically the
Philo system on a large scale, with the principal
ges of the Philo system eliminated.

a pan or

disadvanta

If 1 were building a house for 100 hens, I
should make the front 4 feet high, instead of 3
feet, us Prof. Graham has it, and put in a 12
inch sash under the eave, and have curtains to

put down over the 2-foot space when there was a
chilling wind frcm the south or east.

[ have a double-deck Philo coop which is
in the lower half during the day, and when there
is a chilling wind from the south or east, the
hens will not go down, but remain all day up-
stairs, doing nothing. It may be blowing a bliz
zard from the north, and below zero at that, but
that will make no difference, so long as they are
protected from the wind, and they will be down

open

below working like good fellows
J. STONEHOUS.

More Poultry Experience.

lditor ‘“ The Farmer's Advocate’

I would like to give my experience with profits
on poultry. This year we had 50 hens. Fggs
sold, 329 doz., at a fraction over 18 cents,
859.50 : eggs sel, for table use, and packed, 98
doz., at 18 cents, $17.64 total, $77.14. We
kept account till Nov. 1st, and 10 doz. were
packed in that month, included in the 98 doz.;
hesides, 13 cents for the 98 doz. is a little below
the averag: we sold for. And above that, we

¢old 87.60 worth of old fowl and young, and about
$4.50 worth of.chickens consumed at home, €quals
$12.00, with ahout 75 start this year.
The main feed was buchwheat, and sometimes oats
in the morning and corn at night, with all the
coal ashes for grit they will eat, and occasionally

hens to

a soft feed at noon; keep young hens. The barn
is a long. old, tumble-down affair, with a lean-to,
and the hens have about 12 feet off the cow

stable and barn to kick through all day.
ANOTHER NEW BEGINNER.

GARDEN # ORCHARD.

Onion Culture.

Onions will grow on any ordinary soil, but a
dark, rich loam, slightly inclined to be sandy,
seems to suit them specially well If the ground
he very sandy, and rather dry, that is the kind
of soil which the onion maggot seems Lo prefer
for its destructive work. On the other hand,
where clay is so  stiff as to hinder its being
worked up fine, the crop will not be s0 large as
on mellower soil of the same richness

l.and intended for onions should not only be
readily workable into fine tilth, but should also
be rich and fairly clean [t should be rich not
only hecanse of Leing well manured the year the
crop s prown, which of itsell would not serve a
very  good  purpose, but also from having had
manure anphed to previous crops. It is possible,
of conrse, that ground might be too rich for
ontons, but, as fAifty loads of manure per acre are
reconmended as a, dressing for a profitable crop,
" not likelx~40 be.

\ in, as most of the labor of caring for an
onion crop is taken up with weeding, it follows
l‘hu' Pind foul with weeds should be avoided. \
field which therc has been a well-cared-for hoed
Crop 1he previous year is very suitable. In onion
Ero ections, it is common practice to grow
thi “opvear after year on the same field. Ii
Wit nanured, this can be done without any
notiwqhle reduction of yield. [t is coming to be
TE4 zed, however, that the danger from insects

! wse  is ogreater than  where rotation 18
"
"RIEPARING SOITL..
e possible, it is well to apply manure and
. | 5
vler in the fall, though, having no manure
time I have been obliged to defer that
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work until spring. The aim is to get the land and jet fail to come up. inc. Wil

ready for sowing as early as it is fit to be {oo <eepls [ usually ruoll Laiid

worked.  The earlier, the better. Manure is first after seed is sown, to make (i suilce smo.

hauled and spread; the ground is then plowed and firm.

and harrowed, and afterwards it is worked very . . . ) )

fine and smooth with cultivator, harrows, and WEEDING AND CULTIVATIAG.

plank drag or roller. Before sowing, all obstruc- 3y the time the onions are up, the sweeds will

tions to the drill or wheel hoe, such as stones, have appeared, also, and the wheel hoe s used

sticks, corn stubs, ctc., are gathered ofl. just as soon as the onions can be plainly seen.
. I The whee! hoe is a great implement. for the work
SOWING. it has to do, and is the only one thal can be

\ hand-drill seeder, sowing one row at a time, reckoned essential for onion cultivation. By

is used, reculated so as to sow about four pounds wmeans of it, the whole surface of the ground up

of seed per acre, in rows sixteen inches apart. to within one-half o three-quarters of an inch

The standard width for onion rows is 14 inches, on each side of the onion rows, is stirred to a

but T have always sown a little wider. If there depth of half an inch, and, if used once a week,

is a marker on the seeder, a straight start on the weeds are held completely in check. Here let me

digress a little to say that, contrary to common
opinion, the longer weeds are left uncut, the
harder they are to kill. Even purslane, that fat,
juicy weed, dreaded of the gardener, will not sur-
vive cultivation given before it has had a week’s
growth, though after it has become thoroughly es-
tablished, it will live through repeated hoeings.

first row should be made, and, with care after-
wards, straicht rpws can be sown throughout.
Should there he no marker on the seeder, a light
implement, resembling a corn-marker, can be used
to trace lines for the rows. However it is done,
it pays to have rows as straight as possible, and

of even width Some growers sow onion seed at

the depth of an inch, but my preference would be The wheel hoe should be used four or five times
three-fourths of an inch, or even less. I have during the season.
known perfectly good onion seed to sprout well, The little strip of about an ineh and a half

Upper portion of picture, photographed July 27th, 1910, shows onion tops in full growth; bulbs
just beginning to form. Middle picture, taken August 28th, tops lopping and withering l.ower
seene, Sept. 12th, shows onion-lifter; part of four rows as left by lifter, the rost raked four
rows into one, and bush:l of dressed onions, with space—11 feet—f vhich it was gathered,




