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and permits the soldicr to discharge the debt ina period
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When the majority of the soldiers retered from
overseas they found indostries busy and work plentitul,
and conscquenthy were not overly enthusiastic about
farming It 1~ possible that in the readjustment ot
conditions from a war to @ peace huasis it may be neces-
sary for a large number of urbian dwellers to seck em-
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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

The Worry Habit.

BY SANDY FRASER.

Talkin® aboot the crop reports frae the diferent
parts o' the country an’ that sort o' thing, reminds me
0" something T saw in the paper a few  weeks back,
I thought at the time the thing wis worth  keepin’, and
I cut it oot and laid it by ““for future reference,’” as oor
meenister savs aboot ony question that comes up that
he doesn’t feel like expressin’ an opinion on.

But havin® rin across this clipping juist noo, that [
wis tellin® ve aboot, T think I'll copy 1t oot for ver
benefit. Here's the way it reads:

“Ottawa reports that crops in the Ottawa Valley
and other Tow-Iving grounds are very much behind those
of last vear, and in many cases hehind these of 18915,
when heavy rams retarded crops to an almost dis-
astrous extent. The high lands are very green and
promising.  One of the chief troubles over which
tarmers are brooding 1s the probability of & prolonged
dry spell which would bhake the clay Lands.”

“Tewis that last sentence that took my eve and made
me faugh a wee bite “"The poer farmers,” thinks 1 1o
myscl’, “thov hae ther ain hard times, Or if conditions
ever happen tae be right wi' them they are very sure ot
won't last long.”  Like an auld chap 1 used tae ken
momy - vounger days. If it happencd to be o hne
winter's davoan’ vou mentioned the fact tae him, he
wad sayv, "Oh ave, but it Jooks tae me Tike a hiceder’
Ye'll see a bad dav to-morrow.”’

But I dinna think 1 ever read onvihing in a regular
crop report that wis a better iflustration o the natural
state of mund o' a guid pereentage o' us farmers than
thar one I copicd cot for ve above. e savs the tarmers
were Uhrooding™ over the chances o' a lang drey o spell,
and them at the same tme kickin” aboct bein® half-
drowned wi' the rain that had hardly mair than stopped
comun’ doon.  The wav some chaps are built they dinna
gic themscelves muckle rest. They emind me o' a
story | heard once, aboot o voung fellow that came
frac the ety to spend a few weeks o his holidavs wi’
his uncle mn the country. It scems it wis the fashion
at this place ter evervbody to “wash up’ at the kitchen
sk m the mornm’s; and the city chap had to ik’
his turn wit the rest. Tt took him some vime, however,
what wi' adl the exvra touches he wis used to putiin’
on hims=cl’. He had to brush his teeth as weel as his
boots, and he scemad to think that his collar wis a-
necessary g part o' his clorhirg as his <hirt.

I'lie hired man had been sitvin” in the corner all this
vime warin' for bis breakfast and takin® in the per-
tormance at the sink an’ the lookin'-glas<. At last his
curtosity got the hotter o him an’ he got up an’ went
cver to where the icher tellow wis juist pictin’ the Tast
o his hans o place an” savs he to him: 'Sav, mister,
are ve that much treuble tae versel” every day 2"

So that's the wav wia lot o’ the men that are in the
busmess o farmin’. Thev're an unco’ lot o trouble 1o
themselves. It they juist took what they vot in the
weather line an® quit worrvin® aboot what might be
comin’ to-morrow or next week thev'd find this auld
warld womnekle sight better place to e stoppin’ off at
than thev think 1t is the noo.

As it happened, Gn the case o the farmers doon this
wayv that were “brooding” aboot the drv o weather that
wis iy bhe comin’ b after five or <ix davs o' fine weather
that fet the maist 0" us finish up the sceding, we had
anither o' the regular auld-fashioned  soakers that
should hace satistied ony man that wis atraid o7 his clay
land “hakimg.” T wis o teon that dav oan’ oot talkin'
wit oo MoCallum b ae Lives doon on the tourth road.
SWeel Jim, " sovs 1 U that wis o great anld vain we had
ast micht, b Taoo much, too much,” he replhics,
shabim” Tos herds Ny Jow Land s that wer 1 owillina
beable te go near 1t tor g week, 1o a0 blue lookout
tor ony kind o 4 crop this year, Sandy, <y s e

Where some men hae high Land ithers hae low,
where some hae chiv and ithers hae sand, 10s pretty
Bard tae satisty evervhody and cie thenr what thes
think they want, but it beats all how many o' us, tha
kin l‘lluugll ahoot oor Dinsiness to descrve 1o he catled
Parmers, mak” oot to hae some kind o' 0 harvest ilka
vears onowhich we scem to o worry through ta the e
cnnin’ ool anither tound. Sone wayv, the wor-t noves
happens an” we never hear o  ony facmer an’ his faonls
betg tonund starved to death by their nechors, or sae
L wome that theyv couldna’ e brought Lok o life,
SO W or 1 her,

For oo while this last spring things Tonked choot as
Phue o~ they conld wicot cottin” black entirelyv, When
oLt anin' 1 wis stiawin” or freezin’, and the pros-
IER R (N i the coos ol ol pasture by othe maddle

o Ny, e url mony tarmers are i the habit o
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rocdvaw e o oven o v conld seare np o the padee, A
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to the country if the grasshoppers come or the Bolshoy
chaps get too many for us or something like that. |1
man that worries by nature or, as a matier o' princy e,
will never be oot o' material to wark on. But v
poor business as a rule, wi’ small pav an’ lang hae -

There's juist one kind 0" a man that T wad wil i
to get the worry habit. That 15 the chap that i< e
clined to be a wee' bit lazy, tae put it in plain langia, .o
He has, as ve might say, gone tae the ither extione,
If the reason for ony man being behind with his w ol
this vear is the fact that he found it casier to pur op
his plowing till this spring when he might hae done o
last tall, T wad sav to him, “Gae ahecad an’ worry i1
ve can. Ie may be as guid as a condition powder 1y
ve

But for the mon that has done the best he can o
is na mair need o worrving than there is to be <
up nights to sce if the sun is gaein' to rise. The - o
will be there on time, an’ so will be the results o 0
labor.

Nature's Diary.
A, B, KLUGH, M.A.
Ranchers of the Northland.

I'he ranches of Canada are gradually oo stcad
wiving place to farms, and it does not take a very Lo
look into the future to see the dayv when all the southonm
portions of the Dominidn will he utilized tor s
tarming or gram-growing.  In view of this fact o e
interesting to oxamine Vithjalmur Stefansson's <chiora
tor turning the sub-arctic regions Iving west of Huodsen
Bav into a meat and wool-producing conntiy

The domestication of the cow and the sheep took
place i sub-tropical Asia, and for gencrations i b
heen engaged i the task of extending the tange of e
antmals to the north. In far northern countin < e
animals require housing and feeding ton wach
portion of the vear as to render their calvore nog o
able, and i plice of attempting this, Stetans=on .
poses the establishment of herds of Remdecr aond 1)
domestication of the Musk-Ox.

The Reindeer has heen in domestication i Noriher
Furope for o Ding time, and has more recently b
mtroduced into Alaska with such suceess that the
herds Tave doubled every three vears, and abourt 1o00
carcasses of some 130 b=, each were ~old last vear o
the American markets, and 100 careasscs were shippod
to London, where they sold at o prce of abour ton
cents per pound more than beet,

L the Musk-Ox we have an animad ahont three o
the size of a sheep which produces meat and wool o
cood quality, an animal of which Canada has a monopoiy,
and which is by nature thoroughly adapred to the hao
northern regions. From a long and intinate acquant
ance  with the Musk-Ox Stefansson helieves that n
would prove casy of domestication.  This animal 1= Jess
given o wandering than most of the other hooted
mammals, and they are able to protect themsclves
again=t all enemies except man, as when attacked tho
form a circle with the calves on the inside. .

Stefansson states that the idea that there are onin
lichens and mosscs on the northern tundra s erroneods,
and that in reality there is an abundance of grasscs
The explorer says that there are a million square mile-
ot fine grazing country in the north, and that the ~um
mer varies i length from sin months north ot S
Lake to three months in the more northern isluoids
“But whether the summer is six months or three,”
he continues, it 1s abundantly long enough tor the
development of nutritious vegetaticn, which although
1T 1s green only in the summer, is satisfactory food tor
erazing animals throughout the winter as welll T
=now-fall in most parts of the far north 1~ less than halt
that of Manitoba. I was bhrought up in Manitoha and
Dakota in sections where houses were tar apart, and
sprak with the authority of ample expericnce when
~ay that at that time a man brought up in Manoha,
it he could have been magically transported to ol
middle of Banks Island, would not have heen able o
realize that he was net in his own country. Had i
month been July, he would have scen the volling | raane
stretehing away to the horizon in cither place, green n
cither place, and differing in Banks Ishand only by i
larger percentage of small lakes and the greater
ber of Howers.  And the sume would have heen e e
winter, for as in Manitoba, he would have tound degg
snow-drifts in ~ome pliaces, but in most placesa neghigibl
amount of snow on the ground and the grass _ht"‘ andd
there sticking up through it, so that only oA few
places would erazing animals have to u=c ther feot o
pawing away the snow as they fed.”

To many people the utilization ot the ”"”IH,.'“
prafics seems an impossibility on account of the -
tances and the difficulties of transportation, but. o
Stefansson remarks, 1t would have been dithicule titey
vears ago to convinee the ordinary citizen of Monriea!
or Toronto that Manitoha was a it place to live o,
or that 1t could ever be of any value. o about a voan
woe shadl have o raithway to the west coast of ll‘u«!\nm
Bavo and we already have an ocean route to Farope
frotn Hudson Bay, o that onlv the interior of thi
HOULEeIn wrazing arca s as inaceessible as Manitoha
Was oI INTH. Practical railway men like  Lord
Sharhnessyoand Mr. Beatty e no insurmountabl
dithondtica o the matter of transportation i the tao
Thert

.

th
Whide ot does ot do to wear glasses of too rosy
veowhen looking at o ~cheme like that proposed In
Stebar=~on, at the <ame time 1t must strike the n;:lm.sl‘w\'
tindamentally sound to attempt to utithze the natin
ctads o o region ar to bring in animals from sinilo
cecon ather than 1o seck to introduce those whes
v covironment ditfers radically from that of th
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i
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