
THE SATURDAY LEDGER.<,

all through lifr. Hefore <'lura Fairfax met Ini' 
cousin again hr had lirrd of heaven's w isdom.

A lit t It- in al ion of Clara's sermon frll on good 
ground The next day when Alderman C'arew 
met Max down town he waul " 8ee here, Ihigeddon. 
we have just diseoveml a raw of deHtitiilion whieh 
is a|i|iallmg, and it in one for women to handle : 
tin- woman in raw» is mother of an infant onlv 
three days old, and has two others, men- I tallies all 
of them*: they were once wealthy, and lie is a 
drunken Hot. I have just learned that the woman 
who is in a very Weak condition, says she attended 
school with your wife. Would it not la* well to 
get my wife and yours a> soon as we can fti look 
the thing uni' Much peo|4e would rather die than 
In- treated like |iaimeni.’
“Of COUI-W-," said Max, “ Mrs. Ihiimldon is never 

happier than when engaged in helping some one,
I w ill drive up and bring tier down at once and we 
will call for Mrs. Cnrew en nulle."

•• All right, her»» is the address of the sufferer,"
Pitiful indeed was the ease which they found. A 

woman, delicate and refined, onee the daughter of 
wealthy parents, and a In-IIi-, now in a damp Iwse- 
nicnt. scantily covered with clothing. In a cot 
near her was another child, sick and neglected, 
and a third had In-cii buried while the mother was 
helpless. A mere accident had revealed the situa­
tion. for pride kept the victims from making 
themselves known.

Agues Ihigeddou was pained indeed to find an 
old NchiNil-mate in such distress, and the two ladies 
made many journeys to their own homes la-fore 
the family were * rendered comfortable. The 
wretched cause of all this misery sat upon the 
Hour in one corner of the i-imiiii in a drunken stupor 
until lie was removed to an inebriate asylum.

Max entered heartily into all his wife’s plans, and 
oia-ned his purse frequently, always xuhduod by 
tlie plaintive appeal of his wife, “only think if ft 
were dear little Tom." It whs very near the holi­
days, and the Ihigeddoiis voted "that every cent 
Intended for family gifts should la- used for the 
Anst rut hers. Thus a comfortable tenement was 
provided, and the sick woman removed there as 
sin ai as the physician would permit. Shelter is 
good, but one must have fiaal and clothing as well 
as shelter, and Agnes thought of many plans 
for assisting Mrs. A list rut her without wound­
ing her sensitive nature, made even more sensi­
tive by tin- sorrow she bad undergone. That 
afternoon the Parish Committee met for the pur- 
Nise of completing tlu-ii arrangements for a large
hristmas tree, noth Max and his wife were on 

this commit tee, the mayor and other official gen­
tlemen would In- present. Is-ing mendiera of the 
same society, amt alt hough it was stated that they 
had not three issir pcopl'- in the |iarish, a tree hail 
In-i-ii suggested as a means of promoting siM-iahility 
oras some one put it ‘ having a good time.’ Agnes’ 
heart was full of pity for the family she had si-en, 
and all through the evening when Max was at his 
club, she bail In-i-ii planning something for the 
further relief of the unfortunate Anstruthers. 
The meeting was full, every one was eager to share 
in the • good time.’

Iteforv His Honor called the meeting to order, 
Agues !.ad an opportunity to chat a few moments 
with tin- mayor, and to lmureas upon him the fact 
that this should Is- a «peciiil cane for personal effort 
anil not In- made public.

“ Certainly," said the mayor, “Mr. A list rut her 
was at one time promieriit here in public affairs, 
and the city owes him a large debt of gratitude : 
delicacy demands quiet measures in a case like this; 
let us keep it in our own |Mirish for the present and 
await further developments. The mayor said 
much the same thing when lie o|Muied the meeting. 
No names were mentioned, but he felt that tin- 
suggestion of Mrs. Ihigeddou that tin- noblest work 
of the parish this year would In- to s|N-nd the 
money or a portion of it for a noble and good 
woman xi ho was suffering through no fault or her 
own. The mayor s|Nike eloquently, but the man 
who always objects, and the woman who always 
doubts. \x<-re both present and the matter was (le- 
Iwihsl xx ith some spirit.

Let them In- hel|N*d by the city," said one man.
" Place the case in the hands of the overseers of 

the poor," said another.
“Then tin-aggressive woman who always doubts 

rose, and thought “It hiehlj Improper to divert 
the money from the regular channels ; the parish 
had talked of an elegant Christmas tn-e which 
should cost s|,ii11 > and the plan should lie carried 
out j it people were poor it wan fcheli own fault; 
why dal not some one limit up the relatives of 
these (N-ople and let them take care of their own ?"

The mayor up|N-aled to Mrs. Ihigeddon. Had 
they relatives?

In a low voire Agues said “ No, they had none on 
this side ot the water, if anywhere."

More objections wen- raiM-d. until Agnes eould 
have went for humanity’s sake. To think of it. she 
said to herself, so little of the Christ spirit ill a 
Christmas meeting. While she was thinking sadly 
of it all. she heard her voir*» ealh-d. and her pastor

was saying. “ I think friends we must know more 
of this "ease, may I not ask Mrs. Ihigi-ddoii to come 
here to the desk and tell us mon» alsmt it? Any 
ease she is interested in is sun- to In- one we can all

Pi su- Agues. Never had she opened her lips in 
that church. She hail worked liard, had given 
money freely, had sung again and again at their 
various gatherings, but Imw voulu she apeak. 
Something seemed to saw " for little Toni’s sake." 
She rose in her seat, but tu-r |mstor come and kind­
ly led her forward, whispering as he did so, * Cour­
age little woman it means help for another." Agnes 
never did quite know how sue stepped ii|miii the 
small platform in the church vestry ; she never did 
quite understand why her voice had a strange, far 
off sound, or why her lips seemed so dry aniflianl. 
In a few well choaeii words she told the story of this 
suffering woman, of the visit she had made with a 
lady of another church of the hit mil sisterlusNl, 
which knew no limitât ions. Is-eause it was t he sister- 
IunmI which had its home in the fathrrhiMid of (iisl, 
and as she related noiiic things which she had seen 
in that home, many eyes grew moist and one and 
another iid “she shall have my money for them."

Even the meiiVho had objected withdrew their 
object ions as siniii as she sat down. A vote was 
taken, and to the delight of Agnes u pleasant sis-ial 
evening with a modest tree would suffice, while the 
hulk or the money should In* invest in! for Mm. 
A list rut her.

The aggressive woman never hesitati-s to continue 
a contest even when apparently vanquished. While 
Agnes was receiving the congratulations of her 
friends, the aggressive meinlier went out with lu-r 
head In the air. At the ihsir whom should she meet 
hut Max Ihigeddon who had hurried up hoping to 
s|N-ak a word Is-fure the close of the meeting.
“Ah. Mr. Ihigi-ddon " said tin- A. <». with one of 

lier positive smiles, “you are just a little too late; 
I declare I never knew you had married a female 
orator, your wife has just captivated them nil by 
h**r eloquence, unite a womans rights’sin-ccIi I do 
assure you." Max was thunderstruck. Could it In- 
IMMsiblt- that Agnes had done such a foolish thing. 
Agnes meantime was hearing her friends say “I 
would give the world to 11-aide to express myself 
as you do" and “ how noble it was in you dearMrs. 
Ihigeddon. I am proud of you." Kven the vener­
able pastor pressed lu-r band reverently and said 
“ Ah, child. I never thought when I christened you, 
what a comfort you would In- to me as well as to 
the church."
“It was so hard at first, said Agues, until I 

thought of little Tom and then I forgot everything 
hut that other |mnii- baby."

As Max tprned from the aggressive woman with a 
Iniw. he encountered Mr. Cortellis the su|N-rintend- 
eiit of tin-Sunday SchiNil who also put an arrow 
into his flesh by saving “ I declare Ihigeddon. your 
wife has i-otiqm-mf us all, she should take to the 
platform and make herself famous." Pi sir Max was 
nearly lieside himself by this time, and therefore 
thought only of himself, that Is-ing his usual custom 
first ; other people might follow. He walked down 
the church juith to the carriage gate like a man in 
a dream. Agnes had really defied him ; she had 
listem-d to Clara and disreganh-d his wishes; well, 
he would teach her a lesson ; when Max Ihigeddon 
said a thing lie meant it. He was t<si discreet to 
wound Ills wif openly and he did the first thing 
which entered his head. Thomas was at the gate 
with the horses. Taking his card from his jss-ket 
he wrote upon it "Shall not l e home to dinner." 
Then he ordered Thomas to wait for his mistress 
while lie hurried a wav to his club

Everyone wondered what was the matter with 
Ihigeddon ; he scarcely spoke, and at last, spent a 
long time in the writing its mi, where lu- pi-cpaml 
and sent away the following note. It was cruel 
and brief ; but a selfish mail dis-s not consider the 
hurts administen-d to others, he eaix-s only for his

Aonkh : You knew my wishes and my views, and 
you have disobeyed me. I shall not fs* hour» to­
night and may jHwsihly go to New York to iqs-nd 
Christmas. Max.

Agues read this unloving and cruel note in her 
own parlor surrounded by friends who had called to 
congratulate her upon her “maiden speech.”

“ I quite long to see Mr. Ihigeddon, said a moth­
erly woman, I think my dear lie must know how- 
proud we an- of you, and what a victory it was."

-• Yes." said Agues not knowing n word the lady 
had said. She needed time to think, and the mo­
ment lier friends left her,she went to the nursery to 
s«h- little Tom.

Every mother finds her baby a source of strength 
in time of trouble. Nothing wait lies a heart ache 
like the beating of another heart which is iiart of 
our own life. How could Max upbraid her for 
defending that other |mnu- Ini by and its mother? 
If In- had waited she might have explained it all. 
but Max never waited, A is way was the way, and 
the world, hi* world, must follow it. Agnes gave 
tin- nurse an extra evening out and devoted herself 
to Tom. lie had never In-i-ii cruel toiler and never.

never, could think that she bad disgraced him. 
Agues eould not even cry as some women can ; Un­
hurt was tisi deep. Max was not quite tile noble 
man she bad thought him; sin- had not succeeded 
in making him less selfish and exacting as she bad 
prayed to do, and in her heart she felt humiliated 
because he was the man she had chosen from all 
the world, and dear little Tom’s father. The record­
ing angels wen-busy that night writing down the 
iravers which this mother breathed over her sleep- 
ng"child. Tin- only answer to them came in a re­

solve to do what seemed right and trust to .IinI for 
results. Max had never left her even for one night 
since their marriage ; she had travelled with him 
everywhere, and now he voluntarily stayed away 
In-cause she had simply performed a Christian act. 
Hhe spent a long time in prayer before she wrote 
one word, and then sent Thomas down to the club 
house with her husband’s portmanteau and a note.
If Max would be fiNilish he must not appear so to 
others ; he washerhuslNind. and little Tom’s father ; 
whatever came she must rememlier that.
“Thomas, she said in the gentlest tom-s, your 

master may possibly In- called away to New York 
and I have packed some things for fiim, I want you 
to take them to him as siniii as you can, and give*: 
him this note also."

“ I hope the master will not he away and s|h»II the 
Christmas for you ma’am.” .
“ We will hope not, Thomas." *
Half an hour later Max Ihigeddon was rejoiced to 

hear that his man was enquiring for him. “Ah. In- 
said to himself, Agnes has rciN-iitcd and the moment 
she is sorry that ends it, and I will go home. It is 
the first time she ever op|Mwed me and it will la­
the last." He opened the note and read :
“ Dkah Max : Judge not. I only did my duty 

by a suffering woman and at the request of my 
pastor. There can In- no disgrace without sin. and 
your wife has not sinned, either against you or the 
proprieties. I could not let you go from home 
without your toilet comforts, and I nave put all the 
necessary articles in, I trust; if more are wanting 
send Thomas back. Little Tom is in my arms while 
I wri and I have kissed him good night for you.

Your devoted wife.

Never was an im|N-rious man more surprised. 
She was not sorry in the least, and seemed to take 
it for granti-d that lie would go away. In fart she 
seemed willing to have him. He could scarcely 
Is-lieve his eyes and ears; his Agnes, who never 
left him, and whose every word and look was 
loyalty, was actually willing to have him away in 
the holiday season, when, to his certain knowledge, 
she hail planned a tiny Christmas Tn-e for litt’e 
Tom and had sundry surprises for him which lm.! 
In-cii hidden away for months. Max was not quite 
n-ady to give in and go home, he was not tin- sort 
of man to allow any one to thwart him, least of all 
a woman. " There is no answer, Thomas " he said

“ Nothing s|NH-ial sir, if you In- gone over Christ­
mas, sir?"

" Nothing, I may not go, everything depends on 
my des|wtches." Thomas Isiwed and went out. 
For two mortal hours Max Ihigeddon fumed alone 
and then suddenly seized his portmanteau and 
hurried into a cab, In- bad just five minutes to catch 
the night express to New York, if he va light it lie 
would go, if not, not ; at all events he would let 
Agnes see that lie was not to Is- trifled with. He 
«•aught the train. Retributive Justice had Max well 
in hand that night, and never thought once of tin- 
little woman who vainly tried to sleep with little 
Tom by her side.

The day la-fore Christ nuts a telegram came front 
Max. it was even voider than telegrams usually are, 
and merely said, “ Arrived safely, address Murray 
Hill Hotel." Agnes s|N*nt most of tin- day prepar­
ing for 1 lie Church festival and in providing for 
Mrs. Anstrutiler. She had little time for des|Niinl- 
cncy, although her heart ached for Max.

It" was their first separation and she felt it keenly; 
Imt being a brave woman she went almut her duties, 
looking a little paler than usual hut kind and cheer­
ful 10 all. She dreaded Christmas day more than 
she eould well say, hut her heart ache must In- kept 
from the servant* and especially front Tom’s mother 
and sisters. They were much surprised to hear of 
his absence and said it must In- something uIniuI 
t hose bothersome stocks Jie had In-vii buying and 
ho|N-d lie would get home la-fore Christmas day \va 
quite over, as they had inviti-d guests to meet them.

" Would not Agnes come and stay with them?"
“ No," she felt it her duty to remain at home, es­

pecially as Max might arrive at any moment. They 
left her with many regrets to enjoy little Toms 
company, and tin- mother was the only one to 
think Agnes was doingqulte theprojN-r tiling. “It 
is delightful to see them so fond she said and Max 
would In- furio-i* if he should conic and find her

Clara Fairfax had also gone away to s|n-ih1 the 
holidays, so the young wife was quite alone. There 
Is nothing ipiite equal in dreariness to a holiday 
s|N-nt in solitude when memory calls up the alisent


