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largest eggs possible tor it does not 
co-t more to produce large eggs than 
small, while the former weigh more 
and consequently yield more profit. 
In Ireland there is direct encourage
ment to poultry keepers to produce 
large eggs, as the co-operative socie
ties send round their carts with 
weights and scales, to buy by weight 
and not by count and this method 
has already been largely adopted by 
other dealers also with the result that 
the producer gets better prices in 
some cases, the increase being equiva
lent to 4 cents per doz.

FRUIT OUTLOOK
The English soft fruit crop has been 

an exceptionally bountiful one, straw
berries being in very large supply.
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Literally hundreds of tons have been 
placed on the market during the past 
two weeks and naturally all other 
fruits have been eclipsed. Strange as 
it may seem, too, the abundance of 
l'ruit has put a stop upon business in 
both the egg and bacon market. The 
preference f< r fruit to eggs is sure to 
prevail for a time, especially if the 
weather is extra warm. It is yet 
somewhat early to sp«ak of the pros
pects of the home apple crop. A 
Herefordshire correspondent says, 
"The apple crop is very disappointing 
after the splendid blossom, and nearly 
all the later sorts have nothing on 
them." This is attributed to the pre
valence of insect pests and conse
quently the results are not likely to 
come up to early promise.
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asked for his reason, he said he 
thought it was due to the greater 
amount of nourishment contained in 
the la.ge gr- in.

Here, then, is a lesson tor us as 
fanners. If the mere difference of 
the size of the grain will make a dif
ference in yield, surely, as is being 
proved in the United States eyety 
year, a little plant food right in the 
drill with the grain will increase the 
yield still more.

We all know the importance of giv
ing the young plant a good start in 
life and also that just at the time 
when the young plant has used all the 
nourishment of the parent grain and 
has not yet become strong enough to 
take its food from the soil, is the most 
critical time in the life of the plant.

We have all seen fields of grain 
yellow all over, called by farmers the 
"outing” season, when some cause, 
such as cold, wet and drouth has in
terfered with the growth. Frequent
ly fields have received set-backs from 
which they have never recovered, 
often becoming a total failure. Now, 
if from a hundred to two hundred and 
fifty pounds of a properly mixed fer
tilizer had been applied in the drill, 
either with a regular fertilizer attach
ment or w'hat will answer the pur
pose, but is not so exact mixed with 
the grain in the hopper, the young 
plant just at this critical time would 
nave found a store of plant food im
mediately at hand and would have 
made a great gain over unfertilized 
fields, which would have told at the 
threshing machine.

For such a purpose, practical ex
perience has shown that a 2-8-6 goods 
or two per cent, of nitrogen, eight 
per cent, of phosphoric acid, and six 
per cent, of potash will give the best

It would pay each farmer in Canada 
to apply this amount to every acre of 
grain sown without regard to the na
ture of soil. If this were done our 
United States cousins would have to 
look elsewhere for the fertilizer ma
terial and we would become an im
porter instead of an exporter of fer
tilizers. Surely it is time that Cana
dian farmers woke up to the fact 
that it will not pay to sell their birth
rights for a mess of pottage by selling 
from the country that which should 
be returned to soil to provide food 
for the plant, thereby producing food 
for the farmer and his family.

Gro. F. Marsh, 
Gray Co., Ont.
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Milk Fever

The Bureau of Animal Industry at 
Washington, D.C., has prepared a 
short statement describing an im
portant discovery and treatment for 
milk fever in cows, which, as a mat
ter of fact, the author, Dr. John R. 
Mohler, says is not a fever at all. 
This affection of the udder, which 
attacks old nursing cows has hereto
fore yielded in only abou1 sixty cases 
out of a hundred to what is known as 
the iodide treatment. The new treat
ment is simply injecting sterilized nir 
into the udder, an extremely simp 
and inexpensive operation, but whv 
proves successful in ninety-seven per 
cent, of the cases treated. It has been 
extensively practiced by the manager 
of the Biltmore estate and is of gen
eral usage in the Island of Jersey of 
the channel group.
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North Bruce Fair

The North Bruce Union Exhibition 
will be held at Port Elgin, Ont, on 
Sept. 29th and 30th. For particulars 
apply to R. Munro, Secretary, Port

Correspondence
Rural Free Mail Delivery

Editor The Farming World:
Within the past two or three years 

there has been no subject discussed 
in our leading farm papers and jour
nals, which will benefit the farmers 
more than that of rural free mail de
livery; and, I think one of the best 
and quickest ways we can obtain it is 
by keeping it constantly before the

Some time ago I noticed in some 
of the papers the report that our post
master-general had announced that 
the country was not ready for rural 
mail delivery. But I do not agree 
with him on this particular point, for 
I think that if he took a vote of all 
the farmers in the country, he would 
find that the large majority would be 
in its favor. Undoubtedly, there would 
be a great many difficulties in the way 
and it would involve a considerable 
expenditure of money at the outset, 
but if at least one-third of the small 
post-offices and mail routes were done 
away with, and each township had, 
say, one or two central post-offices 
with mail routes to correspond with 
the amount of mail handled, consider
able money could be saved, which 
would somewhat lessen the expense.

Within a radius of twelve or fifteen 
miles of almost every town or city 
today, there are on an average twenty 
or twenty-five post-offices, some of 
which do not more than pay the cost 
of maintaining them. This emphasizes 
my statement that fewer of them, 
with rural mail delivery, would at 
least increase the mail handled by 
one-half as much as at the present 
time, farmers would then be enabled 
to take more daily papers, and would 
obtain knowledge of any important 
event going on, without having to 
wait a whole week before hearing of 
it. This would put the farmer on an 
tqual standing with his city brother, 
who at the present time has the ad
vantage in this respect.

If more of our farmers would write 
on this subject, through this and other 
farm papers, and also have it talked 
up and discussed at Farmers’ Insti- 
tu.e meetings, I think that our Post
master-General could be induced in 
time to comply with our demands.

Farmer's Son, 
Peterboro Co., Ont. 
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Judicious Use of Our Own Fertilizer 
Resources

Editor The Farming World :
We in Canada have as yet been but 

very little interested in fertilizers, in 
fact many of our farmers are pre
judiced against all commercial man-

Owing to the fact that we have

been blessed with a rich soil to begin 
with, which has been kept up to a 
high standard by stock raising and 
elovering, we have not as yet felt the 
need of fertilizers to such an extent 
as some other countries, but even here 
on our good land a judicious use of 
fertilizers will yield a handsome re
turn for the money invested.

I have often heard farmers and even 
institute speakers say the time has not
et come when it would pay for us to
uy commercial fertilizers. But if 

the time has not yet come to buy, it 
has sur.dy come to keep what we

It is not to the credit of Canadian 
agriculture to see in all United States 
papers, Canada unleached ashes ad
vertised for sale. Also it is a notori
ous fact that all our meat packing 
companies depend upon our United 
S.ates cousins for sale of their tank-

What would we think of a farmer 
who would sell all the manure off his 
farm? How long would it be before 
he would be sold out by the sheriff? 
It is just as unwise for a country to 
sell to foreign nations the material 
which will feed their crops to be in 
time sold in competition with our

In the ashes is contained the min
eral matter of the plant, especially 
potash, which is necessary to build 
up a hard, firm grain and a stiff straw.

Again, all of the meat packing com
panies have in enormous amount of 
waste materials, which arc first steam
ed to extract the fat, afterwardi dried 
and ground, and forms the tankage 
of commerce.

This is a valuable manure contain
ing varying amounts of nitrogen and 
phosphoric acid, but is not a complete 
manure as it lacks potash, and should 
be balanced up by adding potash, 
which can be done more cheaply by 
the use of some form of potash salts. 
Refuse products from the packing
houses arc largely shipped across the 
line to help the United States farmer 
raise better crops and beat us in our 
own natural market in England. But 
you may say, I do not understand fer
tilizers and do not know what my soil 
needs nor which particular element I 
should apply. I will show you how 
Canada can use all her waste fertilizer 
material to good advantage and never 
take into consideration the composi
tion of her soil in the slightest.

Prof. Zavitz, in his class at the 
short course at the Ontario Agricul
tural College last winter laid great 
stress upon the importance of the 
selection of large, plump grain for 
seed, and stated that a series of ex
periments had given a much larger 
yield of grain from the large plump 
over the small plump grain. When


