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YOUNG KIRKE WHITE READING lf.d FIRST PRIZE POEM.

1874—FEBRUARY—28 (lays.

THE MOON'S CHANGES.
Full Moon, 1st, 11-36 mu. 
Lust Quar. 9tli, 4-29 aft.

I New Moon, 1 nth, 7-15 ev.
I First Quar. 23rd, W-45 inn.

1 * Septuagesima Sunday.

1 \\t In 1695 a tax was placed upon Births, Deaths, 
*’ and Marriages in England!

5 111 “ Laty folk» take the most pain*."
i! I,’ The Order of St. Patrick founded in I relaud 
u 1 by (leorge III., 1783.
" V Bonn icuue (formerly secretary to Bonaparte) 
' died in a madhouse in Normandy, 1834.

iS* Sexageslma Sunday.
(V\I The “ Remain» of Henry Kir hr. llViifc " (edited 
•' \ *’* hy Southey), published in 1822.

lOjTu Queen Victoria married, 1840.
1 1W “Fair and softly <70 sure and far."

12 th
13 F
14 8 \St. Valentine's Day.
15 X* Qninquagesima—Shroce Sunday. 
1 G M I ke Liturgy altered by order in Council, the 
1 u a'l nnmoof Queen Carolinel>cingomitted, is?u. 
I 7 T,, llahitim Cur/m» Act suspended in Ireland, 
1 * A 11 and 250 suspected persons arrested, 18<i6.
18 W A fill Wrct new id y.-Tho Year 1291 
1U Th **ie M°h|immcJ°u era commences.

OH V Joseph Hume (celebrated financial rcfom -u r died, 1853.

21 S Rev. Robert Hall died, 1831. 
22|$ list Sunday In lent.
23. M “ The hasty angler lose.* the fish."

0 ■*) I \V *ir Christopher Wren died, 1723, aired !W), am 
“u\ was buried in 8t. Paul's Cathedral.—Ove 
on TLj his tomb was placed the fitting iuscriptioi 
“ I —“ Si monumentum ■juaens cimtmspiee." 
07 F Jaffa «the Joppa of Scripture, whence Jonai 
^ ’ I embarked) taken by Bouaparti, 1791*.
00 I Richard I'orson elected professor of (ireel 

I at Cambridge, 17»2.

“In all difficulties, be patient, and overcome them by 
perseverance.”
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NOTES TO THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION.

THE premature death, at the age of twenty-one, 
of that promising poet, Henry Kikkk White, 

lias been sincerely regretted hy every admirer of 
genius ; and his brief life lias afforded one of the 
finest examples on record of youthful talent and per­
severance devoted to the purest and noblest objects.

He was born at Nottingham, in 1785. His father 
was a butcher by trade—an ’’ ungent le craft”- and 
so little sympathy had he with his son's tastes and 
predilections, that he not only kept, him from 
school one day a week to carry out meat, hut for 
a time employed him entirely in this ungeninl 
task. The hoy manifested an ardent love of read­
ing from his childhood, and it was a passion to 
which everything else gave way. It is related of 
him that when lie was hut seven years old, lie 
would steal into the kitchen to teac h the servant- 
girl to read and write ; and his first composition 
was a tale of a .Swiss emigrant, which he gave to 
this same servant to read—being ashamed to show 
it to his mother.

It is related of young White, that at school one 
day, when only eleven years of age, he wrote a sepa­
rate theme for the twelve hoys who were in his 
class. The master, on reading these, was much 
struck with their supposed productions, and said 
lie had never known them write so well upon any 
subject before, and could not refrain from express­
ing his astonishment at the excellence of Henry’s 
own ! But a little inquiry on the part of the 
master soon cleared up the mystery.

Anxious that, his son should learn a trade, his 
father placed him, in his fourteenth year, at a 
stocking-loom, with the view at some future period 
of getting a situation in a hosier’s warehouse ; 
but the young poet could not endure the thought 
of spending seven years of his life in an employ­
ment so uncongenial to his tastes; and after drudg­
ing at it most unwillingly for a year,lie persuaded 
his mother to place him in the office of a solicitor, 
where, ns no premium could he paid with him. lie 
had to serve two years before lie could be articled. 
In his leisure hours he applied himself to the 
study of languages, and was aide, in the course of 
ten months, to read Horace with tolerable facility, 
ami also made some progress in Oreek. Such was 
his love for learning, and such his application, 
that lie taught himself Greek, Latin, Italian, 
Spanish, and Portuguese, liefore attaining his 
nineteenth year, lie now became a member 
of a literary society in Nottingham, and de­
livered an extempore lecture on Genius, which 
attracted much deserved notice. At fifteen, ho 
gained a silver medal tor a translation from 
Horace: and the following year a pair of globes, 
for an Imaginary Tour from London to Edinlnirgh, 
was awarded him by a London publisher. He 
determined upon trying for this prize one evening 
when at tea with his family, and at supper he read 
to them his performance, his mother listening to 
him with the greatest delight.

In his seventeenth year White published a 
small volume of poems, which possessed consider­
able merit. In his preface to the volume, he vçry


