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MADELEINE.

oeaoh. By an effect of mirage that Fancv.bne can explain, he believe,i' he saw upouthe church square a dozen comra.les playK
•

** P'^o.^l-P®"?'^" •""• 'l»»'t«- At this Srot held back no longed. He tonk the piece

I t h'^'L
"'.'"''* '* "''° hiB pocket and took

j

to^h.s heels as if the arcli-Hend pursued

Passing under the branches, the vounc
;;

girl felt that sensation of delight that Uex^penenced on going outof an ovL and plung
• "^g into a bath of c.ol water. Hor first

J

movement was to thank (i„,l, X had

nrav teL f
*'^ ^^^ accomplished, iL to

' wh^hi '•«'"^«'• hospitable the door atwhich she was about to knock. As she didnot doubt that the chateau was close at
'

hand, she seated herself at the foot of an oak
I

and speedily allowed herself to be diverted
I

by the enchantments of the forest
; or in

I

dulgent and good-tempered, thou art the
i

friend of all ages ; thou consolest the aJl •

I

even children, when thou smilest upon themforget a parent's loss. All arounaher w«harmony, freshness and perfume Th^slanting rays that through theToWeThe
?hatTlrP'""« ^' ^'' ^««*' -^dmou hed Jer

olloa''JhrrP''°''<'^''>«- ^*^« '»«« -^"d

every instant facade and turrets. But hHb
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'^'' P«*»» ^hich Pierfc^saidled to the avenue of the cheateau, in rlS
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attentively to hear some sounds

tL M*'"""'^^ *>a»>itation
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filled with shadow and mystery. The birdsno longer sung, the moths beat the ai, Sh
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She remained in this position some min-

utes, overwhelmed with (Icspair, when aha

breed, which she had not hear.l approach

steDs''tl'5''T**"''*^
"' *•'« <'"*'""'« «^» fewateps, motionless as at the time of stopping :

,

in the saddle was a rider who reganlLv her

I and icrl " '""^
'iJr""«»- •* «""-'•' «" hourana such places. Hhe arose bv an abruot

' ZTu'1^ *''"","*'« ^''^ immediately reaa

i'triyu^Jn^C^ ''"^'""'^^^ «^ ''^ '-"
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'Monsieur,' said she, 'God has sent vou

vou'^u^'t'h''"'-"'-, ^ ^"" "'" "f *''is count^ry!

amlesslv.fTv ."
hours Ihave wanderedaimlessly lu this forest, without being ableto get out or knowing where I am going •

perhaps you can ,lo me the favour o^ pSingme on my way.'
I'uuwu^j

'No doubt, mademoiselle,' answered a

•buTth'T "" ?',*''«*'"'' ''^^he young g rl-^but then I must know where you wish ti

! J° J*'*'"*^®"' monsieur.'
Ao the chateau?'

' Yes, to the chateau of Valtravers.'

nl,w?"*"'"*i'"'*.have made a luckier ap-

ing in that direction
; and, if you please.

I^shall uave the pleasure of accompanying

,w^*
these words, without waiting an an-swer, the rider sprang lightly from his s^d-
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fet in
«'"""«•

,
^" hair, shining like
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lr.LfT ^"
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the ivory purity of hiscoml
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brown ridmg.coat clasped his

?„«„ /ii"'*°"P?'^ ^°'"™! his white panta-

lroh.H
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J." T^^"
f"^'^* '^hout a smalfboot,

arched and slender, armed with a heel ofshining and sounding steel. His bearing wasat once unaffected and charming.
' Does this belong to you, mademoiselle,he inquired, pointing with the ».nd of his

upon^h?'g^rat*"' '""'^^ P^°'"'«« "»*-«

r^lJ^A
^°°«'eur, it is my whole fortune,'

responded the stranger, with a sad smile.
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^'^ *™ *° *he child andthey both proceeded in the direction of thechateau, followed by the beautiful and


