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474 THE TENANT OP WILDFELL HALL

fn^^f^v''^'' ^^* occasion; whether to give wav

iXif? -tJ^^
°'' ''®'^'*'" *^®™ «*"1- MisconstruinK

this hesitation into indifference-or reluctance eveS- o accept her gift, Helen suddenly snatched ft fromniy hand threw it out on to the snow, shut down th™window with an emphasis, and withdre^ to theTe
thisfL^ifr

^^t^^eansthis?" I cried, electrified atthis startling change in her demeanour.
You did not understand my gift/ said she—'' orwhat IS worse, you despised itf fm'sorry I «ve it toyou
; out since I did make such a mistkke ^he onlvremedy I could think of, wa- to take H away/"

^
You misunderstood me, cruelly," I renlied anrl

in a minute I had opened the window ag^iS, leapedput nu^ked up the flower, brought it in,^ p^e

S

V^lt"'f^^.^ l""'
*** P^« ^* ™« ^^'"^ «°d I wouldS fu-®''*^ ^°^ ^^^ ^^^> ««^ P'i^e it more highlythan anything in the world I possessed. ^ *

itintr'a^''^^"*'"'^^"- "
""'^ ^^^^ - she took

" It shall," i„.^eied.
•'There, then; take it."
I pressed it earnestly to my lips, and nut it in mr

II
Now, are you going ? " said she.
I will if—if I must."

2 You are changed," persisted she-" you are irrowiieither very proud or very indifferent."
^

nn. li
*"" neither, Helen-Mrs Huntingdon. If youcould see my heart " ^

Hnlr°"i""1* ^?r.°°®'~i^ not ^oth. And why MrsHuntingdon !-\\^hy not Helen, as before ? " ^
Helen, then-dear Helen !

"
I murmured. I was

said ^hP^**'- I^Ja ^°" ^^' ^" ^™^^«™ «f "'V heart,"

£i ,'^'^ ^p»^«"^*i yo'^ take it away and leave me
" H ould you give me your hand too, if I asked it ? "


