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oh '?r "^ ""^"' °"' ^^'""^ Commissioner, the firstto hold the ofhce being Sir Arthur Phayre, whose settle-.en
of the country ,s one of the mo.t famous chapt.^s in the-'Story of British adnunistration in the East His early
efforts after Dalhousie's conquest of the countr, had beenso successful that during the M.tiny it had been found
possible to w.thdraw British troops from Burma Thlodduahsm o the Supreme .nd the ^./.courts, representb^
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'° ^''' insufficiently safeguarded theglits of the ryots, or peasant culiivators. The Court ofWors declared in .858 that <the rights of the Benga

all mtents and purposes, tenants-at-will '. But though aclause m the Regulations of r:,3 had empowered the

"ot t.ll 18,9 that the Bengal Rent Act-applying also toAgra and the Central Provinces-was passld,\vhich ga
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the Act t elf. Ryots m the permanently settled districtswho had held their lands since ,7,3- wefe exempted f2
resu ted m a great mcrease of litigation in the courts.

At one tm,e a far more epoch-making change was in
> HistorUal Geography 0/ India, l'.-,,! i. p. ^ ,0.


