
154 DOUGLAS AND RANDOLPH

keep the Perilous Castle for a year and a day, if the
King pleased to give him leave. The King of England
was satisfied, and well pleased to get a brave man to

hold a place so dangerous. Sir John Wilton was the
name of this gallant Knight. He kept the castle very
safely for some time; but Douglas, at last, by a
stratagem,^ induced him to venture out with a part of

the garrison, and then sot upon them and slew them.
Sir John Wilton himself was killed, and a letter from
the lady was found in his pocket. Douglas was sorry
for his unhappy end, and did not put to death any of
the prisoners as he had formerly done, but dismissed
them in safety to the next English garrisoru

• Other great lords besides Douglas were now exert-

ing themselves to attack and destroy the English.
Amongst those was Sir Thomas Randolph, whose
mother was a sister of King Robert. He had joined
with the Bruce when ho first took up arms. After-

wards being made prisoner by the English, when the
King was defeated at Methven, as I told you, Sir

Thomas Randolph was obliged to join the English to

save his life. He remained so constant to them, that

he was in company with Aymer de Valence and John
of Lorn, when they forced the Bruce to disperse his

little band ; and ho followed the pursuit so close, that

he made his uncle's standard-bearer prisoner, and took
his banner. Afterwards, however, he was himself made
prisoner, at a solitary house on Lyne Water, by the
Good Lord James Douglas, who brought him captive to

the King. Robert reproached his nephew for having
deserted his causo ; and Randolph, who was very hot-

tempered, answered insolently, and was sent by King
Robert to prison. Shortly after, the uncle and nephew

* This stratagem was, in its contrivance and success, the same as
his former (mo, save that in place of cattlo-drivinar. Sir James made
fourteen of liis men take so many sacks, and fill them with grass, as
if corn for the county market-town of Lanark, twelve miles from the
Casrlo of Dousrlas. See Introdaotion to " Castle Dangerous," Waveriey
Novels, vol. xlvil
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