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our marriage, and for the following reason:

Before I married Edelgard I K- J been a widower
for one year, and before bein^ a widower I was
married for no fewer than nineteen years. This
sounds as though I must be old, but I need not
tell my readers who see me constantly that I am
not. The best of all witnesses are the eyes; also,

I began my marrying unusually young. My
first wife was one of the Mecklenburg Lunewitzes,
the elder (and infinitely superior) branch. If

she had lived, I would last year have betn cele-

brating our silver wedding on August ist, and
there would have been much feasting and merry-
making arranged for us, and many acceptable

gifts in silver from our relations, friends, and
acquaintances. The regiment would have been
obliged to .ecognize it, and perhaps our two ser-

vants would have clubbed together and expressed
their devotion in a metal form. All this I feel I

have missed, and through no fault of my own.
I fail to see why I should be deprived of every
benefit of such a celebration, for have I not, with
an interruption of twelve months forced upon
me, been actually married twenty-five years?
And why, because my poor Marie-Luise was
unable to go on living, should I have to attain
to the very high number of (practically) five and
twenty years* matrimony without the least notice
being taken of it ? I had been explaining this to


