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danKcr of .n -y to the little pig*, which nhcn And the net under the guard

rail a very convenii-m rcluge. A htlle cut ttraw or ch u make* the beit bed-

ding, ai the litiic pig* arc apt to bvcomr entangled i . long iir.tw, ami find

ditViculty in keeping out of the way of the tow when ihc niovet about. The
•ow ihoulil be hamlted. more or \e*s, before the farrowt, «o that > m.iy

become accu«tonud to me pretence of the attendant in the pen. A low
trcntol in thi-. wiy, in lent hkoly to become irritablr .iml eiiclted wiien the

attendant enter* the pen after nhe farmwt. If everything «oei well, the will

require but little aiirntion after farrowinn, ami the lc«i the it interfered with.

the better, except when it i« ab^oluti'ty nece«»ary.

Many sow* will take the bo.ir a few d.iy-i after (arrowing. To breed a

tow at such a time it a bad practice. No tow can do juttii-e to hc^clf ani!

two litter* of pi«t at the >iimc time. The *ow usually comet in heat a few

day» after her pi»{s .ire weaned, and miy then he bre<l .main, if not f"o much
pulled down by nurting. If the has raised ,t larjje litter nn 1 i« verv much
emariited. the chain-es are that the will produce n very snia'l litter the njxt

time, if she is lircd immediately after her pigi are woaned. In tucli iii»iancet,

•he ihould be nivrn three weekt or a month of liberal feedin« to enable her

fn rcRain her lost strem^th and vitality before she it bred. Many a man hat

been pu/7lcd to know why his sow, which had raised a fine, large litter, should

droo down to only foitr or five puny piRs the next time. The reaton is not

far to teck. To produce a larp;e. viRorous litter, the tow muat be ttrong and
full of vitality at the time of service.

In feeding the breeding sow during the period of gestation, the feeder

should aim to keep her in good, strong condition, without having her become
extremely fa' ^'any go to the other extreme, and keep their sows thin;

and the thin sow eithe*- will not do iustice to her pigs, or will become a

mere wreck herself durir, the time she is nursing her litter—in fact, the chancs
are that both ^^"ie things will happen. A sow may be kept in pretty tiii?h

condition and still produce satisfactorily, provided she takes plenty of exercise.

When on good pasture, particularly clover pasture, sows require very

Httle meal. As a rule, however, it is well to give them a liaht ration of ground

oats and bran or middlings. It is well to avoid the heavier and more heating

kinds 'rain. Tf used at all, they siiould be used very sparintjly. In winter,

roots should fake the place of the gre-.n fond; .ind when the sows are fed out-

doors as recommended, it is Sest to feed the meal dry. They will require little

wat?r outside of that supplied hy the roots, during cold weather. Tn cold

weather, a little corn, wheat, or rye may he addet] to the oats and hran nfion

when the sows are fed outside, as they can stand rather more heatintj foorl

under these roni'iMons Tt is, perhaps, jnst as well to omit barley from the

ration of a breeding sow.

Wlic-n the sow goes into the v.nrm Fartowing pen, it is advisable to feed

the nirril in the form of a thick slop, and a moden'e ration of roots should

be continued This system teiuls to prevent constipation, and a more .<r less

feverei! coti'Iition. wliirli may result 'mm clianKitijr from outdoor life to coti-

finemen:. After she farrows, there should be n., hurry about feeding her. If

she lies quiet for tin or iwe'ee lieiurs. sn much tlic better. .\t first, -he r.iiould

have little more than ,t. drink. A very thin slop of bran and middlings, given
in small quatitities. will answer very well. The foOfj may he irr.id.iriHy in

creased, and in the course of n week or ten days she will he on full feed. A
0OOfl niother with a lar'jfe litter requires verv liher.?! fee !inu. Tf the litter

is small, it may he neressary tO reduce the quantity of food.
Many diflerent ntions are use<i for nursintj sows. .\ very poor! ration

can be made by mi.xinp: two parts of finely gf^und oats with one part of bran
and one part of whe:it middlincs. .nud n'lrjwinsj the food to soak between
feeds. A few roots should also be fed. Sweet skim-milk is good. Some fcer'.
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