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The rebellion of 1857 and Lord
Durham's report to the Hritish
Government on its significance
brought about the passage of the
Act of Union of 1840 uniting Up-
per Canada and Lower Canada
into one political unit, the Prov-
ince of Canada. British opinion
on this act was not unanimous.
The old but still politically power-
ful Duke of Wellington Wwas
strongly opposed. His policy would
have been to unite Montreal to
Upper Canada and let it go at
that.

The new Province of Can-
ada came into being in 1841, and
its first Parliament was held at
Kingston on June 14 of that year
Kingston's position as capital was
brief, Montreal being selected in
1843, and a Parliament House
provided in 1844,
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The parliament that met in 1848
during its session, passed the Re-
bellion Losses Bill, to indemnify
for damages to those sufferers
who had nc: par:icipated in the
1837 rebellion in Lower Canada.
To this measure brought in by
the Baldwin-Laiontaine Rpaform
government, the opposition had
directed a violent agitation both
in and out of Parliament.

The bill was duly passed and
the Governor-General came down
to the Parliament building on
April 26 and gavé iL the royal
assent. The news o this action
brought about the riots, that saw
insults to Lord Elgin, attacks on
the houses of ministers and final-
ly the invasion and the setting on
fire of the Parliament bullding.

The destruction was complete,
and was greatly aided by the rip-
ping out of the gas pipes and set-
ting the gas alight. - The property
loss was heavy, and more import-

have
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hment for the mad and wr
pardonable outrage committed by
o many of its English speaking
residents, of the permanent loss
of the capital
It was now resoived to mdke the
cities of Toronto and Quebec al-
ternately the capitals of Canada,
and in the next [fifteen years
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expense and it

arrangement soon became in
erable, with the result that in
1857 Queen Victoria was asked to
select & permanent capital for the
province. Bytown, renamed Ot-
tawa, was the seiection.

It was not at the time a popu-
lar one. Goldwin Smith dubbed
it “the lumber village nearest the
Narih Pole.” However, the selec-
tion was accepted, and In 1850 a
vote of $800,000 for the erection
of new Parllament bulldings w
enacted, the coraerstone being
laid in 1861 by
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FTOVIDCE Ul VAIags Was
Host to it. Ottawa would be a
city of moderate population In-
terested principally in lumber and
mining.

The destiny of a nation, as with
man, is often shaped by a minor
event.

Who Killed
John Dick?

We do not feel it would be right
to pass off a deep dissatisfaction,
& general uneasiness, that gripped
Hamilton's citizens as those long
weeks of the Dick trial went on.

But if there was dissatisfaction
then, the climax, or anti-climax
of the final judgments has cr
ed a much more serious
futility of law and law enforce-
ment. Even some rid
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—Rev, Dr. George A. Buiirick of

New York.
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The veto power of the Uniled
Nations is a mistake. It will have
to wear out simply because it
makes it impossible for 40 or 50
natiods ‘o get along together.
—Dr, Nicholas Murray Butler,

presideni-emeritus Columbia U,
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and of law—are learned and car-

ried out, our country as a great

democracy will fall

-U.8, Atterney General
Mark,

'

articles
1909-1948

Nationa
Archives nationales du Canada

Tom

26 J 7 volume 23) William Lyon Mackenzie

I'.Kinﬂ, Rt. Hon. William Lyon Mackenzie (MG
re
n.d.;




