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By BEV SPENCER

Crete, jewel of the
Mediterranean, guardian
of theAegean, prize of con-
quest after conquest, birth-
place of Ei Greco and
Nikos Kazantzakis, can be

easily reached from'

Athens.

Subway cars lead
the centre of Athens to.
port of Piraeus. The
journey to Heraklion,
Crete, takes about 12
hours in a large ferry
Every hour is worth it. For
the antiquity and climate
of Crete surpass even
those of mainland Greece

About 4,000 years ago
the island was home to a
kingdom of affluence and
farreaching authority. The
Minoans. far advanced
beyond contemporary
Greeks, held the Greek
cities as tributary states
The Minoan culture is rich
in art, literature and
technology. The seat of

acres of land the sprawling
palace extends, sometimes
four stories in height, a
fantasy of - columns and
corridors. There frescoes
of consummate skill depict
the stylized dolphin and
the sacred; bull.
Convoluted water
courses once supplied
bathing rooms and foun-
courtyards and windows
provided light for the
deepest levels. A theatre.
the potter’'s rooms a
prayers or meditations
centres—each of the 1200
rooms hints at the opulent
life enjoyed by that early
civilization. Sculptures and
relics have been
transferred to the Museum
of Heraklion. They show
bare-breasted women and
athletes performing
dangerous and strenuous
dances. sometimes leaping
over the bull From the

that ancient kingdom was fmnysteries and complex-

Knossos, not far from
Heraklion

The remains of the in-
credibly complex palace
of Knossos still baffle and
fascinate. They were par-
tially restored by Sir
Arthur Evans British
archeologist. - Over six

ities of Knossos rose the
Greek legend of the
Labyrinth and the

i ur.

But the ruins are empty
now, the fountains are
choked with dust. About
1400 B.C. the power of
Knossos was suddenly

o Crete
expectations

You won’t be disappointed

shattered by unknown
causes. Neither of the two
ancient scripts discovered
there reveal the end of the
civilization. One is a
precursor to Greek, the
other, consisting of ex-
ceedingly ancient
hieroglyphics has never
been translated.

As fascinating as
Knossos may be. it is only
part of the story of Crete
Other fragments of the
tale can be pieced together
from Latin and Islamic
funerary inscriptions, Ti:
Romans seized Crete in 67
B.C. Later Crusaders and
Venetians took their turns,
building ramparts and
stout-walled fortresses in
Heraklion. The Turks
besieged the main city for
20 years before conquering
in 1669 As late as 1866 the
people of Crete resisted in
isolated patches. At the
monastery, in Arkadi 500
people blew thegnselves up
rather than surrender to
the Islamic invaders

Byzantine churches,
nameless ruins crumbling
in the hills. antique walls
mouldering in alleyways-
Crete has it all

A fine road runs the
length of the island. usual-
ly hugging the north coast

TIME FOR A WINTER VACATION...

FLORIDA CIRCLE TOUR

FOR 28 DAYS ,

BOOK NOW TO
VOID DISAPPOINTMENT

ODEPARTS FEBRUARY 185

KITCHENER MARKET

® Farmers Market ® Lunch

1 Dey — Deec. 8

® Christmas shopping at Brox's Old Town

SIMCOE LIGHT TOUR
1 Dey Tours — Deoc. 12 & 19

® Luncheon © Mary Maxim
® Dinner ® Xmas Light Tour

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 431-4776

OR WRITE ‘
PARKINSON TOURS
10 Kennedy R. N., Brampton L6V 1X4

Other less dependable
roads branch off to explore
the south. Agios Nikolaos
is a good stop on the Gulf
of Mirabella with its bright
boutiques and white
hotels. Silver jewelry is
one of the best buys.
Canea is a crowdéd old
Venetian town
Rethymnon retains a
Turkish flavor, with its
minarets. NMallia crouches
on an arid plain between
scores of white-sailed
windmills

The ruins of Phaistos.
overlooking the Mesara
Plain, are accessible by
bus. The drivers of Crete
care nothing for the cliff-
edged hairpin turns. With
a little courage a rental car
can be manoeuvred along
the same roads, over the
highlands. The inevitable
olive groves cling to
hillsides. Donkeys and
motorcycles stand by the
roadside or labor up the
slopes. White chapels
perch on impossible sum-
mits. The charmed fire of
the alpen glow burns on
the goat-ravaged cliffs
Then suddenly, the sun-
bleached southern coast is
revealed—blue sky above
blue water and a desert
land.
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The Bull Fresco at K nossos

Matala 1s a justfiably
famous southern resort
All year people sunbathe
and swim on the beach
The hotels are inexpen-
sive, the food is good

though not as vaned as in '

the cities and the hills are
open to exploration Some
old cliffside caves still
serve as dwellings for the
inhabitants

On the hills. shards of
pottery and fossils are as
common as pebbles
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SENIOR CITIZENS

5% Reduction

on any package holiday for this coming year
\ Example Suntours Wardair Adventure Tours
Skylark etc Also valid for cruises

Cameo Travel

IATA appointed. member of ASTA
Pick up your airline tickets same day. no waiting.
We represent all major airlines
BOOK NOW! CALL 270-73686
Corner B and 10 Highway. Mississauge

2
Includes

OPENING SPECIAL

GRIL {319

WEEKS 429.00

Return Airfare
Transfers

ALL DEPARTURES ‘'TIL DEC. 9!

7 or 14 nights accommodation
Tennis, Sailing, Snorkling

Other
UTAH

SKI CANADA
’m Includes ;

BANFF /ne $409%° . pesee o

* Return Airfare Toronto to Calgary
Transfers between Airport & Hotel

e Accommodation

¢ 5 day lifts. valid at Sunshine Village. Mount Norquay
or Lake Louise OR

* 5 day Cross Country program of

Lessons & Guided Treks

Packages
BRITISH COLUMBIA — Whistier Mountain — from

COLORADO

8600 per person double
— from $839.00 per person double
— from 8839 per person double
— from $569 per person double

““SEE YOU AT THE SHOW"’

North South Yacht Charters
Bare Boat & Crewed Charters
Around the World — For more information Caill:

NORTH SOUTH TRAVEL &

48 Port St. East
Port Credit Ontario (416’ 274-1470

TOURS

Lakeshere Rd.

IT°S BEST ON A BOAT!




