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Definitely Funky

P.F. Station
Grawood

November 15th

I had gone to the Grawood Fri-
day night unsure of what to ex-
pect. I was to review PF. Station,
a band I had heard only briefly
during Homecoming week.
Other than that, I hadn't heard
of them at all. I had no idea what
exactly it was they would do,
play, or even what PF stands for.

I still have very little idea what
they do, but P.F. apparently
stands for Pornographic Funk,
and an apt moniker it is. They
are definitely funky, and like
most porn, a mix of in-your-face
virtuosity and the repetitive.

They started off their set with
a 15 minute instrumental jam
that showcased guitarist Craig
Mercer's skills and his extensive
guitar pedal collection. It wasn't
just a one man wank-fest; the
rest of the band (including their
brand-spanking new percussion-
ist, Jeremy Herndle) had ample
room to breath.

Their set alternated between
extended funk-based jams and
shorter songs, where Mercer
used his surprisingly strong vo-
cal talents. They played a cover
of Pink Floyd’s “Have a Cigar”,
which was a strong homage yet
distinctively their own. Their
originals (“Let it slide” and “All
she wants to say") had energy
and focus: quite different from all
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the improvisation.

The band’s stage presence was
extremely relaxed, almost to the
point that you forgot they were
on stage. Actually, it was almost

to the point that I think they for
got they were on stage.

You could

literally see them [dlk'ms, with
each other in mld song:"0.k., let's
do this next...” This led to a rather
nnique ambience, almost as if the
band had invited a hundred
friends to sit in on a rehearsal.

owever, some of what they were
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playing really should have been
left in rehearsal.

This can be excused in part
because Mercer had a cold and
could not sing very much. But the
crowd didn't mind. They were
content enough to groove along
with the band as long as they had
something to play. However, it left
me a little unsatisfied. With such
good musicians, [ was craving
something that would have chal-
lenged the band more. By the time
the fourth or fifth ten minute funk
jam came to a close, [ was about
to leave. That is, until they started
playing the Star Wars theme. That
got and kept my interest for the
duration of the song.

[ wish that they had stuck
more with the structured tunes,
despite Mercer's cold. It would
have better matched their talents.

PFE. Station next play the Oasis
on December 13th.
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CHRISTMAS SALE

Selected Musical Instruments

VERY SPECIAL PRICES!

+ Guitars - Amps + Basses + Mandolins - Violins, etc.

MUSIC LESSONS

Guitar: Folk, Classical, Rock, Country, Blues,
& Jazz. Voice, Electric Bass, Recorder, Flute,
Mandolin, Fiddle, Bluegrass Banjo, Au%ohnrp,
Classical Vielin, Tin Whistle, Harmonica, Etc.

* No Registration Fees * Day & Evening *
(Located just off Spring Garden Rd.)

1528 Brunswick St., Halifax
e WARRANTY ON ALL INSTRUMENTS

Are your class

notes rife wnth
doodles?

corner of LeMarchant St. &
University Avenue

Open from:
10 am - midnight

Monday - Friday

AZZ NIGHT

Every Thursday night

The
civilized spot
on cﬂm;nn.s.
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Thursday Novemher 21st

HAGGIS +The Holiday Snars $3

Friday November 22nd

MAaAcKEEL ..

Saturday November 23rd

Dave CARMICHAEL + $5
CHRIS COLEPLAUGH ano T COSMIC CREW

Thursday Novemher 28th

SOUP & GUESTS $3

Friday Novembher 29th

PLUMTREE + AL TUCK
ano MARS WE LOVE YOU S5

Saturday November 30th

NMAHONES s

Saturday Decemher 7th

* OPEN ‘TIL 3:30 AM EVERY NIGHT -

2021 Brunswick St. at C

> 425-0889

BEIRDLAND ON-LINE:

http: //www-textureweb-ns

ca/blrdland




