Bombs in

the back seat

by Geoff Stone

A US. scientist who worked
on an SDI study group says
nuclear weapons may soon be
small enough to be put in the
trunk of a car and smuggled
across the border.

Richard Zare, a member of an
American study group on direct-
ing energy weapons, talked this
past Sunday on the possibility of
“decreasing” nuclear destruction
by the strategic defence initia-
tive (SDI).

Zare said considering the large
amount of illegal “white powder”
flowing in and out of the U.S, he
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amount of ille-
gal “white pow-
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does not have much faith in the
U.S. immigration stopping the
smuggling of nuclear weapons
into the country when their size
decreases, which will inevitably
happen.

Speaking in a half-filled audit-
orium in the Dunn Science
building at Dalhousie, Zare dis-
cussed the current policy in the
US. on producing Directed
Energy Weapons (DEW) for the
“Star Wars” program.

DEWs use lasers to stop or
change the course of incoming
ballistic milliles, thereby in the-
ory protecting the U.S. from
much of the Soviet ballistic
weaponry.

Zare talked about the general
issues surrounding SDI, includ-
ing the reaction of the science
community to increased SDI
research.

Zare said one U.S. scientist
gave the SDI initiative a "D” for
its performance. "It is destabiliz-

ing dumb, and damned expen-

sive,” said the Harvard Univer-
sity scientist Zare quoted.
Speaking on the role of SDI in
U.S. military research, Zare said
the SDI program was in place

before the Reagan administra-
tion announced an increase in
SDI research, and that research
will continue on SDJ, even if the
present government is replaced
There are other military objec-
tives,” he said.

These other objectives
include using directed energy
weapons on other satellites, and
directing the laser beams onto
earth targets.

Zare talked on the recent his-
tory of nuclear politics, giving a
Reader's Digest version of the
nuclear numbers game. “In
nuclear weapons, the U.S. and
the US.S.R. are basically the
same,” said Zare.

He said the present system
gives 90 per cent effectiveness as
the target reliability for the SDI
system. This would mean as few
as 14 ballistic missiles would hit
their target in North America,
Zare said.

Zare admitted that these
numbers did not include such
possibilities as low-flying mis-
siles, and many other ways of
sending nuclear weapons.

The findings of Zare's study
group on DEW weapons found
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whether SDI will work.

Zare described the simple
mathematics of DEW research,
which he said involves rethink-
ing many of the present concepts
in laser technology.

Most of the members of the
audience were people from the
chemistry department, which
held the event as their memorial
lecture.

A member of the chemistry
faculty said because the lecture
was on a Sunday, and because
the media did not well publicize
the event, there was a low
turnout.
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Some
cold facts

MOOSEHEAD

It’s convenient. The Cold Beer
Store is conveniently located in
Burnside on 656 Windmill Rd.

at Moosehead Breweries.

It’s open. with
drive-thru service from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Monday to Thursday

10 a.m. to 12 midnight
Friday & Saturday.

It’s easy. Just place
your order at the drive -
thru and we do the rest, or
serve yourself. We accept
all domestic beer bottles.

It's cold. our products
are refrigerated for your
convenience. Cold Beer sold
at regular N.S.L.C. prices.

Telephone
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BEER
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