Universities

Cont'd from page 1

N.S. is typical of what happens to
universities when young people
can’t find work.

They go to school, some
because they want to improve
their likelihood of finding
employment, and others because
there’'s nothing else to do.

St. Thomas (STU), a small uni-
versity that moved from Chatham
to Fredericton more than 20 years
ago, has had enrolment increases

similar to UCCB's.

In 1980, 736 students attended
STU full time. In 1985, that
number was 1254, an increase of
709 percent. Once hailed as the
university with the small-class
atmosphere, STU now has regis-
tration line-ups for first year psy-
chology courses that flow out the
length of the main building into
the parking lot.

Michael Springer, a guidance
services consultant with the New
Brunwsick department of educa-
tion, says most high school stu-
dents are considering university
carefully now, since they believe a
degree will help them find the
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Visit the Bargain Box!

Specializing in Quality, New to You
Clothing for women, men and children
—with a wide variety of other items.

Watch for our Special Sales!

Business Hours

Monday-Friday 9:30 am-4:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Phone 423-8901

Sponsored by the Junior League of Halifax Inc.
1127 Barrington Street
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work a high school diploma no
longer promises.

»“There are even a lot of stu-
dents who go back, and do their
grade 12 again to improve their
marks so they can get into univer-
isty,”” says Springer.

Springer says this trend, again,
is more apparent in areas of high
unemployment in N.B., espe-
cially Newcastle, Chatham and
some smaller towns on the pro-
vince's north western border.

“Unfortunately, unemploy-
ment explains a lot of things,
including why students turn to
the guidance counsellors for
answers, and why so many choose

The last five years have
increased student “career plan-
ning,”” he says. In turn, the

government-funded guidance
counselling services have taken a
bigger slice of its education

budget, up from $250,000 five

years ago to over $2 million in
1985.

Springer says to provide a min-
imum level of guidance to N.B.
students he needs about twice that
amount.

But all the guidance in the
world won't help if there isn’t
enough room 2c universities. Kes-
ton says the 33 per cent enrolment
jump has meant increases in the
number of students in every
faculty, in every class and in every

university as an out,” says
Springer.
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CONCERT!

Date: Oct. 29
Time: 7:00 & 10:00 pm
Price: $17.50

($16.00 Sr. Cit. & Stu.)
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Box Office Info
424-COHN
Charge-it Line
424-3820

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:00 - 6:00

(VISA, M.C. phone orders)
$1.00 per ticket handling to
a maximum of $5.00

\——Dalhousie Arts Centre - Nova Scotia’s oun.———

Sat. 12:00 - 6:00

programme that the area's uni-
versities offer.

And the supply just can't meet
the demand. Keston says universi-
ties have begun to limit enrol-
ment in many programmes. “It’s
effectively putting a lid on the
institutions,” he says.

That means the universities
will become more selective, They
can become even more of an elitist
place, with admissions only to
the “‘cream of the crop” or those
who apply the earliest, he says.

Keston was surprised with this
year’s enrolment increase, which
stands unofficially at three per
cent. ““That increase says that the
students who wanted to get in
made it,”’ he adds.

In spite of the crowding, uni-
versities aren’'t prepared to
expand without help from the
region’s government.

“The increase in enrolment
forced the universities to look at
ways to increase their efficiency
and cut the frills. Unfortunately,
it also has meant cutting things
that aren’t frills, like lab equip-
ment, libraries and computers,”
says Keston.

“And it can't go on. We're
strapped for money,” he says.

Larry Durling, the chair of the
Maritime Provinces Higher Edu-
cation Commission, the Frederic-
ton body that recommends to the
government how much money
the universities should receive,
says enrolment is not considered
when grant recommendations are
made.

“It’s taken into consideration
in that we are aware of the enrol-
ment figures, but we don’t recog-
nize it as a factor,” says Durling.

Government funding to uni-
versities in the Maritime provin-
ces has increased 63 per cent in the
past five years, up from a total of
$196.6 million in 1979-80 to
$276.8 million in 1985-86. The
increase does little more than
cover inflation, says Durling.
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ATLANTIC CANADA'S TOP
MUSICAL COMEDY ACT

Friday, Nov. 1 9-12 p.m.
McInnes Room, Dal SUB

Admission: $2.50
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