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A Cut Paper Valentine-one of the Oldest Valentines in existence.
PNJMTO;XAPH COP)KIGHT B Y WALDON FAWCEr%% WASHINGTON

The Oldest Valentines in Existence
N%~ 0 elass of antiques is of greater rarity to-day

.L~thanî the valentines of ye olden tume. No'r
is this strarige, for fiîniy creations of lace

paper and scrap pietures could scareely be expected
to stand the wear and tear of a century or more
and survive as does- old furniture or pewter or brass.
Possibly because aid vaientines are so comparatively
few in number and so bard to find, only a very
liniited number of persans bave ever attempted ta
gather collections o.f ancient valentines as a f ad or
a pastime. A recent canvass of the leading museunis
and librairies in the United States disciosed the fact
t'bat none of theni possesses sa mnuch as a single
specimen of the valentines of our great-grand-
muother's period, although the British Museum lan
London boasts thé ownership of a nurrber of early
valentines.

The oune notable collection of old valentines on

Ohio and a prominent railroad official. Mýr. Baer,
wba has 'bad the mneans ta induige his unique fad,
inaugurated his hunt for valentines some years ago
and hias covered ahl quarters of the globe in his,
seirch. This premier vaientine callector naw bas
more than two thousan-d specimens in lis odd art
gallery and mnany of bis prizes have cost hini a
pretty penny.

Antedating ail fornis of manufaetured vaientines
were thre "valentine writers"-books of specially
prepared verses and sentiments designed for the use
of 'the swa'ins and maidens of a century and a 'half
ago, who must xneeds prepare their own valentines.
These first nids ta thec sentixnentaily inclined have
such suggestive titles as "T'he Bower of Cupid,"
"The School of Love," "The Ladies' Polite Valen-
tine Writer," "Thre Satirical Valentine Writer" and
"Rhapsodies for Gentlemen Who Wish ta Address
T 111; ;_

ence are the eut paper valentines. These are care
fully folded und delicately eut with saw-tooth edge!
the average love token of this kind being so arrange
that its unfolding discloses a continuous successio
of penned sentiments. One of these eut-pape
valentines, bearing the date 1790, is formed froni
s-heet of paper about the size of a lady's handkel
chiief, folded into squares of about four juches.
was originally sealed with the representation of
heart.

Particularly quaint conceits in the line of ok
tume valentines found in this collection are thos
whieh represent in eaeh instance, either a singi
flower or a cluster of gay posies, fashioned fr02
tissue paper, somnewhat on the order of müxler
artificial flowers. However, these ancient counttel
feit blooms were so slit into lattice-like meshes, th2
the pullîng of an attaehied thread will cause eac
flower to unfold, disclosing sentimental m'essag(
hidden in its depths.

Transformation pictures cons-isting, of crud
drawings in ink or at best, a more or less artisti
rendering in water-colour. preeeded;> by many year
the transformation valentines that were introdice
by the Germans 'when the manufactured valentiil
became an established institution. In 'these o1
valentines of the "before and after" order, a favou)
ite subject was that of a bachelor sitting disconsolal
and alone in bis cbeerless home. Upon lifting
flap of cardboard there was disclosed, by way
contrast, the happiness and conteritment thfat roigl
be bis in a home presided over by a devoted wife.

One of the valentines of this class seemns at fir
glance, nothîng more than a eommonplace repr,
sentation of the exterior of a chureh, but a ghiftifl
of the scene displays the interior of the chureh wil
the bride and groom. best man, maid, of honour ar
other attendants. The -best part of the sehemne
that the young lady-her naime was Flora-who sel
this keepsýake a century ago went to the troub
to dinly label each person represented in the ci
trancing scene so that the reejo)ient, presunabl
had advance information as to aIl the details of h
own wedding. The sanie idea was utilised for corn
valenitines in thbe early days as may be seen in .0
antiquated comie wherein the bead of a lady giv
place -to that of a poîl-parrot.

U'nappreciated -Sympathy
T HE soda-fountain clerk was engaged in vigorou1

ly sbaking up a chocolate and egg, says a writ
in the Bellamn, when süddenly the glass broke in ý
haidýs, and the ensuing deluge made hini look lîJ4S
human eclair. The harrified customer leaned o
the couniter and tried ta be sympathetic. Not kno,
ing exaetly what to say, he finally blurted out, cO

"Oh-e-toobad! Did the glass break?"

DrippinZ from head ta foot, the cles7k looked

ah, not at ail!
was taking my


