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conditions which are practically universal.
Wbeu the pressure is greatest the

greater the need for relief. If exempt-
ing improvements is a good -thingý for
Vancouver, where 11f e is somewhat les
strenuous than wîth us, it should be a
greater bocn to those familles lui To-
ronto and Montreal, who are, being
crowded into habitations of one, two,-or
three, rooms.

THIE situation in Ontario is somewhat
peculiar. The Premier inakes no

secret of bis personal antipathy to the
proposed change. Such an attitude,
while well within the right of any maai,
may possibly affect bis appraisal of thie
significauce of the Western attitude, aud
of the evidences of growing popular ap-
proval in Ontario. What are the evi
dences? First, a large number of in
dividual petitioners; second, petitions
fromt 217 municipalities, including a
number of towns aud cities; thiitd,
petitions froin 198 labour unions; and,
last, but first in importance, the sup-
Port Of 170k newspapers.

With regard to the individual peti-
tionergs; public men place little value
uipon thein, as it is urged, a.nd f airlIt,
that signatures are in inot eRes toos
readily obtaiued.

It i. difficult to believe that mui
cipal oflicers would allow irresponsible
canvassers to persuade there t0 comn-
mnit tbemselves, even to the extent of
signing a petition. In sonne cassa., how-
ever, if nnay be carelesslv done. BuLt it
is sf111 more unlikely thant the labour
men won]d allow theunselves to bie
hoodwiuked.

Thsy have, an a niatter of fart,
tbiresbed out the question amoug thsiu-
selves long ago. And as to fthe press,
there eau bie no qu~estion as to the value

orhouesty of its adIvocacy.
And what are they asking for? Thiaf

municiparities b. given the pnwer to tax
improvemnueus, incomes, aud business, at
a lower rate than land values. Tis
commits neither the Government nor t~he
people to, any change, neesrl.Tt is
permissive, not positive, TeiýlslatioB.
Tho-,e municipalities whirb. uinder its
provisions, choose ta redi'-e taxation
uipon improvements, may do so. Tiiose
who are not ready for, or oppnsed fo,
change, bave tihe maffer enfirely in their
own bands. There is no shall or mtust,
as fthe bill nelfiner imposea nov advises
any action whatever. Tbere isý no penal
c-lause, as there is no commnand to dis-
obey.

T H relyof the Gnovernnent fo al,

o? any wldespread dennand for change.
But when Sir Jamnes Whitney points

ouf that it is onl 'y tlu'onngh the clashn O?
conflietlng opinions that detimnite conclu-
sions can be reached, or' safe mesreq
rndertaken, hie evidently ha. iu mind,
not the discussion of fine nuerifs of the.
bill, iu itself absoliitely lifeless aud iu-
operative, but the Problenu of taxation
if self. .And tine reri strengfh of tha bill
is in thes opporturity whnich it affords
for that discussion and experiment
-hieh tine Premier rlgintly deelares fa bie
the ondy possible mefhod. o? solving finis
or any other problens.

Ever7y greaf stsp in buman progress
has beeu an escaplng front a fact. For
ages -an looked in ferror at the lgbt-
niing flash. To-day hie undersfauds if,
controls if, han muade if his slave.

The law of vent ia a fact. No oune
denies tbat as meu gather laind value
arises. Nor eau it be quieqtioned that it
ierases, not otily as population grows,
but in au incveasi'ug rate pe caia.i


