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Bongoline.
The Story of an Alvertisement.

THE car, with a hic-cogcame te anT -abrupt hait by the
ide of the road. I

was alone, and be-
cause the machine
was new, unfamiliar
with its mecbanism.

I climbed down,
aud had been tinkering about for ton
minutes without the alightest succeas,
when a gate on my right cianged, and a
steutly-built man of abcut fifty, with
rubicund cheeka, diminutive whiskera,
and a general air of having himself aud
the universe well in hand, approached.

cIn difficulties ?" hoieinquired.

"Don't quite know what te make of
her-hey!"'

"Net exactly," I confossed.
"Botter lt me send my chauffeur" (hoe

pronuoced it "ahuffer") te ovorhaul
the works; he'a somewhere about bore.
An d while he's doing it coule in and
inake yourself emfortahle."

111 am. extremely grateful," I said, as
indoed I was, "and if it isn't trespassing
on your kindnesa tee much-"

"Lord, no!1I'm in the mood te offer
the hand of friendship to ail creation
juat now. What do you think of our
decorations 7"

Ho had led me though the gato, and
wo faeed a big, seber saone building,
decked witlu strings of flags and Chinese
lanterns. The effect vas startling-as
atartling, as the spectacle of a bishop in
tiglits and spangles.

"Very fine!" I said.
My host turned te send a boy who

vas passing with a message to the
chauffeur. Thon lho looked at me again
and smiled.

"Censiderin' how the thing ended, it'a
not aurprisin,' is it? .And it vas a bully
advertisemeunt while it lasted!"

"True," I .said. I bad net the slight-
est idea as te bis monning, but illumina-
tion might ceme te me, as te the ]an-
terne, in due ceurse.

Ho led the way inte the bouse. Bore
aise the fiag-and-lantern combination
prevailed. Inu* a'iug littie smoking-
roex* lhe producèd chairs, cigare, a
syphon, aud an open tantalus.

"NoW," he said, "did you know what I
vas drivin' at, or was it swank "

"Swnnk," I admitted-
"Thought se. Thon, ir, your ignor-

ance ie amazin'!"
"I am only juat home f rom South

Africa," I said meekly.
"Thon, since yeu're rny guest till the

car's repaired, porhape you'Il allow me
to impreve your education.'l

I exprescd my gratitude, wondering
meanwhilo at the accent, that was nei-
ther English nor American, but an un-
equal mixture of both.

"Very well, thon. When I, tell you
that my name is Bosking, I suppose I
uieodn't offer a visitin' card as vol! 7"
lie remarked.

"'Beskiing's Beneficent Bongoline,"'"I
nnrnured.
"Exactly! 'May be taken internally

and externally wîth confidence and
pleasure from the- age of eighit months
to eigty years.' That's me!"

A memory of certain painfully vivid
advertieements crossed uny mmd. My
liost chuckled, and lient te select a cigar.
Through the window we had a distant
glimpse of the roai. Already it was
strewn with disconnected fragmnents of
iiy car, anong NvIich the chauffeur
w'as grovelling happily.

."You must understand," sai 3r. Bop,-

king, leaninig back in bis chair, "that 1
caille froni New York abolit six Years
ago iith the notion of galvanising tbis
hlessed little backyard of a countrv in-
I l)l)pi-eciatiiig the heauties of Biongo-
line. M.%amie came with me. She's my
adolîted daughter (her mother refused
nie ine tiînes. and then married a brutte

w(,broke lier beart)--and a peacb!
"li Su as nearly fifteeîî ai lte tinte, and
1i reekoned that if slip 'vas going to hoe
left anything of a pile. she ouglit to have
ani edu;cation to match. I'd hleard that

j Paris ivas the'only place that could ai%-e

By W. Freeman.

the final polish, and I shipped ber over
with an old lady who called herseif a
Marquise te iay lu the latest thing in se-
complishments, while 1 stayed bere te
try and lick a little business into a big
ene. My,' but you're a conservative
crowd where a novelty's conornedi
However, by the tirne Mamie -Was
twenty, Bongoline was just beginning te
be talked about, and I'd got a faetory
running in the north, and a wholesale
depot in London.

"I'd been over te Paris a good many

times to, ses mamie, and rd bought this
bouse and ftted it up in style against
the time wheu she would be coming back
for good. Last Christmas she came-
the finisbed article!"

Mr. Bosing tared gioomily into the
fire for severai momenta. Then the
gravlty of bis faerolaxed a littie.

«You'il believe me when I aay that
I dou't set myseif up te, be a critie of
Society. I'm an ignorant man myseif,
but tbat's ne reason why Mamie
sbouid't speak French aud GOrian.
But tbey'd taugbt ber a, damn sight
tee much. A princesa eouldn't have
turned up ber nose iu the style Mamie
did wheu she saw the bouse and furni-
turc, and watcbed the way I dresaed,
and fed, sud spokeI And as for Bongo-

liue, she said the more soumd of the. word
made ber. iii, and she woudu't toucb a
bottle of it if she were at the point of
death 1 That trade of any sort vas
vulgar and debasin,' and that dealin' 1hin
a patent medicine was the mont vulgar.
and dehasin' of ali Lord-but ahe maid
what she tlht, forgettin' that-ahe
owed every biesid thing, schooliiVO04-
clooded te Bonçoline!"

Re took bis cqgar froua bis mouth, and
right at al! But I put up with that,
and more, vithout grumblin', thinki

«It warn't right, yeu know, it wirn't
eentemplated it thougbtfully. .
perbapa- that things would lmrrve, qa-
tiI after Ester, when, bavin gene ona
a yacbtin' tour with nmre of berhg-
oies. friends, ahe cernesbak
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