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New Boston has once been the st
most promising of the growing cities th~
of the West, accordiniz toBorne New th~
York gentleme kirh constitutcd a fir
land improvement company, dis- hi
tributed handsome, maps gratis> and' s':
courted susceptible Eastern editars. se
Its water-power was unrivaled; bc
ground for ail desirable publie build-
ings, and for a handsome park with c:
ready-grawn trees and a natural r(
lake, had been secureiy provided for d(
-by the termis of the comipany's char- -

ter; building material' abounded; the M
water »-as good; the soul of unequaled ai
fertiiity; whiie the company, with ad- 1\j
mirabie forethought, had a weli-
stocked store on the ground, and had pi
made arrangements ta send to the ei
town a skillfful physician and a popu- a
lar preacher. ai

A reasonable number of colonists tc
found their way to the ground in the ti
pleasant spring time, and, in spite of V
sundry local peculiarities not men- ir
tioned in the company.s circular, they '
might have remained, had not a o
iighty freshet, in june, driven them si

away, and even, saved some of them 'm

the trouble of movîng their bouses, t]
When, hawever, most of tht resi- v

dences'floated down the rifer, some s
of them bearing their owners an their v
roofs, such of the inhabitants as had li
i money left the promised land for-
2ver; whule the ol4iers mnade tbemn-1
selves such homes, as they c9uid in fi
ýhe nearest sefttements wbich werea
zbove' water, and fraternized with thed
natives through the medium of thatS
Common bond of sympathy in the
Western lowlands, the ague.--.

Oniy a single anc of the original t
inhabitants remained, and he, al-r
thougb. he aight have chosen thet
best ofthe abandoned houses for -
bis residence, or even the ciegant butz
deserted "company store," continuedA
ta inhabit the cabin hie had buit up-
an bis arriva1 . -The solid business
men of the neighboring town of Mount
Pisgah, situated upon a bluff, voted1
him a fool whenever his naine was
mentioned; but the wives. of these1
samne men, when they chanced ta set
aid Wardelow. passing by, with tht
wistful face lie aiways ware, iaoked
after him tenderly, and neyer lost an
apportunity ta speak ta him kindly.
When they met at tea parties, or
quilting bees, or sewing societies, or
in other gatherings exclusively femi-
nine, there were nat a few of tbemn
who had the courage ta say that tht
world would be better if, more men
wcre like old Wardelow.

For lave seemed the sole motive af
aid Wardelow's iife. The cemnetery
which thethtoughtful projectars of
New Boston had presented ta tht in-
habitants, had for its anly occupant
the wife of aid Wardeaw; and she
h4-. been conveyed thereto by a bus-
band wha -was bath young and hand-
same. Tht freshet, which had soaln
afterward swept tht town. had car,-
ried with it Wardelow's only chiid, a
boy of -seven years,. wha bad been
piaying in a boat, wbich he, in same
way, unl9osed.

From that day the father had found
no trace af bis child, yet he neyer
ceased haping for bis return. Eyery

teamboat captain on the river knfew
ie aid man, and the raughest of

hem had chéerfuliy replied in the af.
irmative when asked if they wouidn't

ring up a smail boy Who might
)me day, came on board, report bini.
elf as Stevie Wardelow, and ask to

) taken to New Boston.
Almost very steamboat man, f ran
mptain and pilat down ta fireman and.ustabouýt, carried and posted War-
leow's cîrculars wherever they went
-up Red Rive, the Yazoo, theV'hte, the Arkansas, the Missouri,
Lnd ail the smaller tributaies of th;

New Boston had long been drop-
ed from the iist of post-towns, but
.verycross-road for miles araund had
1finger-board showing the direction
ind telling-tht distance ta New Bos-
ton. Upon a tali coftnwaod tree onf
te river bank , and neariy in front of
Vardelaw's residence, was an im-
miense signboard bearing the name of
New Boston Landing," and on the p
other sidç of the river, at a ferry-
staging ?,elonging ta a crassing
whose. other term inus was a mile fur-
her down the river, was a esigu
wbich informed travellers that per-
aons wishing ta go' ta New Boston
wrould find a skiff marked "Warde--
aow" tied near tht staging.

The aid.man neyer went ta Maunt
Pisgah for stores, or tip the river to,
fish, or even into his' o-wn cornfieidr'
and garden. without affixing ta hi&
doar a placard teiling wheye lhe had
gone and when he wou d ftturn.

Wben he went ta the cemttery,
.Which he frequentlv did, a statement
ta tbat effect, and a plan showing the
route ta and through the ctmetery,
was always appended ta bis door,
and, as he could neyer ciearly imn-
agine bis boy as having passed the
chiidhood in which he had been last
seen, ail the signbaards,'placards and
circulars were in large capital letters.

Even wben the river .overflowed its
banks, which it did nearly every
spring, the aid man did nat leave bis
bouse. He would not have another
story built upon it, as he was advised
ta do, lest Stevie might fail ta recog-
nize it on bis return; but, after care-
fui -study, bie had tht bouse raised
until the foundation was above high-
water mark, nd then had the ground
made highe btsioped sa gradualiy
that tht boy could not notice the
change.

'Wv nen one after another of the
city's "plots," upoli which, deserted
hanses stood, were sold for defauit in
payment of taxes, aid Wardelow
baught theni himsgIf--they always
went for a Sang, ýx d the aid man
preferred ta own fh em, lest somne
ont else migbt destroy the ruins, and
thus make tht place unfamiliar ta the
returning wanderer.

0Of friends hie had almost none.' AI-
though hie was intelligent, industri-
ous, ingeniaus, $~and owned a library
whicb passed for quite a larg.e n
those days and in thetinew Wst,1 he
cared tataik on only ont subjtct, and
as that was of na particular întertst ta
other people, and becamne, in the
-ourse of time, extremeiy staietot
thase wha did nat like it, tht- p1coPl
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'Wardelow9 s Boy.-
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